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I phoned him, “Hello Lennie, Nic Cooper here, I have some photographs 
here of your car which have never been published, could I come over 
and talk to you about it for a possible feature in the club magazine?”

Within a week I’m sitting in his dining room peering at him over piles 
of paperwork and magazines, all relating to his car.

Q. Have you always been interested in cars?
A. Yes, as far back as I can remember I’ve always loved motors, cars 
in particular. I used to go to the Motor Show every year right from 
when I was in my early teens.

Q. When did you first get hit by the Jensen bug?

LEN BOULTON AND HIS 541
You’d be forgiven for thinking 
that after thirty years Len Boulton 
would have had enough of talking 
about his car............ 

A. That I can tell you exactly. It was the 1954 Motor Show. I was just 
finishing my National Service and had managed to get to the show. 
I hadn’t really been at all interested in Jensen’s ‘til then. But that was 
the year they launched the541. It was a fantastic looking motor car; 
the lines of it were just so sleek and very modern. I just fell in love 
with it as soon as I saw it, and I knew then and there that one day  
I’d own one. You have to remember that I wasn’t even 20, owning  
any car would have been beyond me…..I was aiming high. 

Q. You obviously managed it, was 569 MPJ your first Jensen?
A. No, it took me ten years (1964) to be in a position where I 
could afford a second-hand Jensen. I owned a competition Sunbeam 
Alpine which I part exchanged for a white 1960 541R (Registration 
AF 1914). Unlike the late sixties when Jensen built Interceptors  
in comparatively large numbers, the 541 was always quite a rare  
car and as such they held their value pretty well. It had to be my 
everyday car, and I felt very special owning it. 

Q. So you must have bought that car at about the same time 
the last of the 541’s were being built at West Bromwich?

INTERVIEW WITH…

6

philip fish
19.03 Len Bolton and his 541 R Reg 569 MPJ JOC Mag 230 Jul-Aug 2013



A. I suppose I did, it was only four years old though, so it’d be like 
owning a 2009 car now, it felt quite new.

Q. When and why did you sell that 541? 
A. Ah, now there’s a story. In 1968 a customer of mine asked me if 
I’d sell it to him. I initially said I didn’t want to sell it. But over a period 
of time he talked me into it. He’d only had it for two weeks when he 
wrote it off; of all things unbelievably he hit a milk-float! 

Q. What car did you have to replace it?
A. Oh, I think I had a Rover 2000TC first, then a succession of 
different cars through the seventies, a couple of Reliant Scimitars and 
a GTE, a Capri 3.0 litre, even an Alvis TD21. But I always hankered 
after another 541.

Q. Tell me about how you came to own MPJ?
A. It’s a long story. In the early eighties a new magazine came out 
called Old Motor (which eventually went on to become Classic and 
Sports Car). I started buying it as I liked the format. Then in the  
July 1981 edition there was a feature about the 1959 Motor Show 
Jensen 541R, which rekindled my interest in owning another Jensen. 
So, I phoned the magazine editor who kindly put me in touch  
with the owner. 

Now, the owner had no wish to sell and it took a considerable amount 
of pressure from me to get him to change his mind. Eventually though 
I got to see the car. It was being stored in an old aircraft hanger 
near Banbury, very dusty and looking sorry for itself, it didn’t look  
as though it was going anywhere in a hurry. However with a new  
battery and some fresh petrol surprisingly it started almost straight 
away. The exhaust was shot so the noise was incredible, but I was  
able to drive it around the airfield and unbelievably everything  
worked, even the brakes. 

I paid probably more than I should have done really, but the car was 
so complete, in every detail right down to the last badge. All the 
paperwork was there, the receipts for just about every penny that  
had been spent, only one owner and in nearly twenty five years it 
had only covered 76,000 miles………….. I just had to have it. Funny 
thing is, after buying it I told Patsy I’d bought a new car, but it was  
two years before she saw it!

Q. In which case it must have needed a fair amount of work 
doing to it? 
A. Well not really, it couldn’t be driven back to Hertfordshire, so I had 
it trailered. Then I set about seeing exactly what would need doing 
for the MoT. The cylinder head was removed, skimmed, new valves 
and valve springs fitted, along with a complete exhaust system. The 
bumpers needed re-chroming and apart from that just a good clean 
up and complete repaint.

Q. Is the colour scheme unique to your car?
A. No there were a few others. It turns out that Alan Jensen  
chose the colour scheme. Pastel two-tone cars were popular  
in the late fifties. I also understand that he personally drove the  
car from the factory to the Motor Show. The sad thing these  
days is that many cars which started life as two-tone are now  
just one solid colour. I was, dare I say,going to have the car re-sprayed 
black initially, until I was advised to keep it original………..good 
advice that.
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Q. What of its history between 1959 and 1981?
A. The car was seen by an Hotelier from Chichester (Mr Canderton) 
and his wife at the Motor Show. They liked the colour scheme so 
much that they asked to buy that particular car. So, the car was 
sold to them through Coombes of Guildford, being first registered in 
January 1960. Coombes serviced it right up to the 1980’s. As the 
mileage was so low I can only assume running a Hotel, doesn’t leave 
much time for going out! 

Q. You have been a member of the club for many years, when 
did you join?
A. Well, not until after I had bought the car. There hadn’t been a 
Jensen club when I owned my previous Jensen. As Jensen had not 
been making cars for a number of years I don’t know how I would 
have found some of the parts for my car without the club.

Q. You have won many trophies over the years including The 
Presidents Cup, do you still enter competitions?
A. Well not really. I actually won the Presidents Cup three times and 
I kept on winning the best 541; they got a bit sick of me in the end. 
I have taken part in many other concours events, notably Benson & 
Hedges and Autoglym. The most prestigious though being the Louis 
Vuitton in 2002.

Q. What has given you the most pleasure in owning your car?
A. I think that would have to go to being invited to take part in the 
Queen’s 50th Jubilee parade, driving down The Mall past The Royal 
Family and the thousands and thousands of people all cheering, that 
was truly amazing.

Thanks for your time Lennie.
NIC COOPER
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Celebrating 30 years 
with my 541R

chassis # 354.4319

Norwegian Special
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barn in Nannestad. (I was quite excited – as this was the first time I 
had actually seen the car). It was heavy snow, so a bit of a challenge 
to move it. With some help from my father (curious as he was) and 
some good friends we managed to push it through the snow and into 
the barn. Then we just had to wait for the summer!

The car passed the test, and was then registered as CE33541 at the 
Lillestrøm traffic station in early spring 1988. That summer it was 
regularly observed moving around in the Oslo area. The year after 
It was the subject of a big article in one of Norway’s biggest car 
magazines. I then became a member of the JOC – remembering the 
magazine at that time as being a bit more basic than it is today!

It has of course been subject to certain upgrades over the years 
such as:- engine taken out for overhaul (and for stopping certain oil 
leaks); new tyres (the spare tyre was the original); some re-chroming, 
new brake discs (collected and carried as hand luggage by myself 
during one of my England trips); recoring the radiator, and the 
exhaust system. The car was then stored for a period of about 4 years  
(93-96) when my family and I lived in New Zealand.

In Norway at that time cars were heavily taxed (and still are)  
– especially those with big engines. The exception is cars older than 
30 years; these can be imported to Norway with no tax (except 
VAT on what you pay). So, I made an agreement with my friend 
Phil that he should be on the lookout for a 30 year old Jensen 541  
– preferably a 541R.

In December Phil called and said he had spotted an excellent 
example of a 541R, freshly painted in maroon red, frame galvanized 
and mechanically in good condition. The owner Robert Fanti was 
said to have previously stripped it down and built it all back up.  
The registration number was 541 FMA, and it had originally been a 
cream color. A small problem though – being a 1959 model it was 
only 28 years old. However papers indicated it was produced in 
1958. So the solution was to get a letter from the factory saying that 
it was a 1958 model, wait until January, and then import it...

Ian very kindly issued the letter, and the deal was done! My friend Phil 
organized local transportation and delivered it safe to the dockside 
for shipping to Oslo. Upon arrival in Oslo it was taken for storage at a 

It was during a job I had in West Bromwich back in 1987 that a friend of mine convinced me that I should buy a Jensen.  
I had always been a great fan of English sports cars, and at that time Jaguar was my favourite. One day my friend Phil Cattell 

took me to the Jensen factory where I met the Managing Director I.A. Orford, who took me around and introduced me to all 
the different Jensen models.

The car in Robert Fanti’s garage
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Below: The 541R’s registration certificate at the time of purchase 
from previous owner Robert Fanti, stating first registration as 
24th January 1959

Right: The letter from Ian Orford, confirming the vehicle’s actual 
year of production as being1958

Phil collects the car

The car freed from the snow... ...and safely stored in the barn

The 541R in the snow with 
Tov’s father and friends



The 541R newly-registered in Norway

The 541R as she is today
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The car with its new interior

The immaculate engine bay
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The leather interior was rather worn, so before heading back to 
Norway I managed to get friend of mine (John Reumers having an 
upholstery and interior trim workshop in New Plymouth) to tailor-make 
all the seat covers. (By the way in New Zealand I was the happy owner 
of two other British cars, a MGB Roadster 1964 and a 1986 Jaguar 
XJSC V12 – the Jaguar I took with me back to Norway and still have 
for daily use). The seat covers were sent back to Norway, making the 
car ready for use when I got back home.

Then during winter storage, a disaster happened. Water leaked 
into the garage that I rented, followed by heavy frost, which totally 
damaged the paintwork, causing big blisters all over the car... After 
a long struggle with the insurance company I gave up and decided 
to get the car stripped down and repainted at my own cost. The job 
was much more extensive than anticipated due to quite a lot of cracks 
in the glass fibre bodywork. It all had to be sanded down, and then 
painted with several layers of special coating before it was resprayed 
in the same maroon red color as before. I then used the opportunity 
to replace the rear window, rear side windows as well as the front 
screen (this had some damage from when I bought it). A new front 
screen was hand delivered by another club member, Arne Paulsen 
from Kristiansand, since the seller refused to send it by mail. 

After a long struggle through several workshops (I really do not want 
to remember all this!) I eventually managed to get the car back on the 
road, and since then the car has been in regular use, participating in 
several Jensen club gatherings, car exhibitions, and sports car events.  
It has never ever broken down during a drive. Once I was stopped 
by the police with a broken exhaust pipe – however they were only 
interested in seeing the car.

The car is now placed at home in a heated dry garage and treated as 
a member of the family. Together with my elder son (also 30 years old 
this year) we are celebrating 30 years together!

I am also now a part owner of a Jensen Interceptor 1974 Mk III that we 
had to rescue (chassis no. 1369110 reg. no DD 42509). It had been 
stored outdoors and was in pretty bad condition. We have stripped 
out all of the interior, and replaced all the floor panels as they were 
totally rotten!

Tov Haugen
Member 8067

New registration plate R-541

Tov and his grandson Benjamin with the 541R
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My 1956 Jensen 541

I spotted an online advert for an extraordinarily decrepit classic 
Peugeot for sale, and sent the link to a good friend who seems 
inexplicably fond of classic Peugeots. He promptly let me know that 
he had asked the vendor if, despite having no intention of buying, he 
could visit and take photographs. Having a list of things which I did 
not want to do at all that day, I went along for the ride. 

I assumed the vendor to be a classic car collector, generously allowing 
us access to his barn full of curious and dusty relics, but it was actually 
a classic car dealer business! The Peugeot was completely rotten, so 
unlike my friend I lost interest quickly and set off to explore. Was it a 
Mercedes that caught my eye or an Aston Martin? No. The splendidly 
quirky discovery turned out to be a 541, (which I had never heard of) 
and I bought it within a week.

I have not kept a log of the breakdowns, but after a test drive it failed 
to get me home due to the brake servo seizing. The original brake 
servo ceased when I tried to drive the car home on the first day of 
ownership. An old Jaguar(?) servo was fitted in its place and I sent the 
original servo off to a specialist for refurbishment who was unable to 
take it apart... After more than a year soaking it in releasing agent they 
gave up and returned the unit. 

My wife approved of the car, but quickly came to treat it as a ‘centre of 
anxiety’ due to unreliability. Arriving on any journey could not be taken 
for granted, and I sought a mechanic rather than marriage counselling. 
Were there more 541s, mechanics might be better versed in fixing and 
setting them up, but that would be at the expense of the exclusivity 
that they possess. Things were not going well! Some things were 
sorted out, but the list of faults continued to grow despite my efforts. 

Why would anyone without a genetic inclination to tinker with machinery, buy an old car?  After all, modern cars tend to 
perform better in terms of reliability, routine maintenance required, braking, cornering and acceleration performance, 

security, safety, running costs... the list goes on and on.  Well this is the story of how just such a person, who ended up, happily 
so far, owning a 1956 Jensen 541, and yes, that person is me.

CSO 400 after a lot of 
work had been done

Owners’ Stories

Ed’s 541 before work commenced
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I had met David and Jane Turnage (JOC 541 Registrars), when they 
helped me after I had broken down at a JOC event. (It was not the 
first event from which my wife and I, after help, had just about limped 
home). When I subsequently heard that they might be able to spend 
time sorting out my car, it was clearly not an opportunity to be missed. 
I gave the list of problems I had identified to David along with the car, 
which was completely unnecessary. He went through the whole car 
and provided a very detailed list of the work and further investigation 
required. This list was a lengthy, but accessible document, with 
sections being turned from red to black ink in the regular updates as 
tasks were completed.

Here is just part of the extensive list of work required:-

1.1 Radiator repair
1.1.1 Drained coolant – tap on engine block does not flow water and 
 indicates some blockage in the block – to be cleaned and  
 flushed as part of core plug changes – completed – see above
1.1.2 tap on engine block – new spring to be fitted to guarantee that  
 it will close off without leaks – completed and pressure tested
1.1.3 radiator drain tap – works well
1.1.4 removed temperature sender from radiator header tank – iron(!) 
 adaptor (should be brass) disintegrated – to be replaced (off 
 the shelf nickel plated brass adaptor modified on lathe to allow 
 the sender unit “bulb” to fit inside it – reassembled during 
 reinstallation of radiator
1.1.5 removed radiator – driven to local specialists for bottom tank 
 repair and testing, collected and ready to be refitted. Radiator 
 flushed out and some debris washed out. Radiator fitted – but 
 subsequently removed and further leak repaired and refitted. 
 Final testing carried out – no problems identified

1.2 Preparations for engine removal
1.2.1 removed interior and transmission tunnel – driver’s seat runner 
 welding failure - repaired
1.2.2. Removed bonnet
1.2.3 stripped components from engine bay for engine removal
1.2.4 dynamo stripped and internally checked – no problems identified  
 – further testing indicates dynamo is ok
1.2.5 drained engine oil and removed oil filter – new oil and filter fitted
1.2.6 removed exhaust manifold and heatshield – 2 bolts broke and  
 had to be drilled out and helicoiled
1.2.7 drained gearbox oil – new oil added
1.2.8 disconnected gearbox connections (speedo, overdrive, 
 gearstick location switch, propshaft) - now all refitted
1.2.9 fabricated new front suspension upper cross bar – final fitting 
 and drilling completed and installed
1.2.10 removed thermostat housing – thermostat not fitted (as 
 expected) – inner sleeve fabricated and assembly refitted  
 with new thermostat
1.2.11 connected lifting gear to engine

What had really stopped me driving or trying to sort the car out locally 
to where I live, is that comparing my car with other 541s there was 
a missing bar which should have been across the car just behind the 
radiator. It looked structural, as though it should stop the wings drifting 
apart! On investigation, Dave found that in the absence of the bar, the 
sides may have been held together by the engine block, which had 
caused one of the engine mountings to crack... Among the many tasks, 
he made a replacement bar and repaired the engine mounting.

The cracked remnant alongside 
a repaired engine mounting bar 

Replacement engine mounting 
bars painted in primer

And the correct rebuilt original 
brake servo in situ

The faulty non-original 
(Jaguar?) brake servo

9



With respect to the faulty brake servo, Dave told me that he had built 
some special one off tools and he managed to open it. The original 
unit has now been refurbished, fitted and works well.

David and Jane’s attention to detail is phenomenal. Being one of the 
many characteristics in which I am comparatively deficient it is also 
hugely appreciated! The quality of the work done is outstanding, and 
after some months the car is transformed. It looks much the same, 
but it starts reliably, runs smoothly and stops predictably. I am now 
conscious of how wearing it was that none of this happened before!

My wife and I know that everything has been checked, and the ‘centre 
of anxiety’ has been removed from our classic motoring! Carrying out 
the routine checks is no problem, and we are greatly enjoying all the 
benefits of classic motoring. 

I highly recommend David and Jane’s excellent work, and just hope 
that spreading the word does not make them so busy that any follow 
up visits have to be booked long in advance! More seriously, this is a 
huge thank you to them for their extensive knowledge and detailed, 
excellent work with meticulous written and photographic records 
provided of all they have done.

Dave Turnage comments:-
“I think one of the main tasks undertaken when I first got Ed’s car was 
to sort out the overheating. This is very common on many different types 
of Jensen, and the main task had to be to clear all the engine block 
waterways out – thoroughly. Note that the only way to do this properly 
is to take the engine out!”

Ed Bates

Editor’s note:- The above photos serve to underline Dave’s comments:
1) The engine block was removed, stripped and a pressure washer used to finally clear the blocked internal waterways. 2) The radiator 
was also removed and similarly cleaned and drained. 3) Some of the accumualted mud and silt that was removed from the engine. 
4) New core plugs after fitting and pressure testing. 5) Thermostat housing (new original-type thermostat just visible inside the 
housing) plus newly-fabricated stainless steel sleeve (with a jubilee clip to hold it in shape whilst the sleeve is sprung into the housing).

1

4

2 3

5
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Tony’s 1959 541 R at the RACV on 
display in the reception area of the 

Royal Automobile Club of Victoria City

Some readers might recall – from earlier articles – that I have 
owned my 541R 1959 since 1968 – when I purchased the 

vehicle from a work colleague at Ford – prior to shipping her 
to Australia when I moved here permanently in 1971.

In Sydney she underwent a colour change from the original customer 
specified orchid with a black roof – my wife says revolting but it 
actually wasn’t as bad as it sounds – but then I’m a bloke – to all 
over white. Much later – after moving 800 kms south to Melbourne 
(following a five year re-build program 1987 – 1992 from chassis 
up, including new chassis) she undertook a second colour change to 
smokey metallic silver, which she has remained in to date.

We have been on many week long tours with 400 other like-minded 
souls – 200 vehicles – all older than 25 years. Some of the tours have 
been written up by myself for the magazine in past years; the most 
recent was the 2017 RACV ‘Fly The Flag’ tour – the annual 7 day/
six nights tour, following a different route through Victoria each year.

Three years ago we were invited to join the Australian Jensen Club – 
joining another 541R owner – Barry Collett – who had signed up the 
year before. The two of us formed the non-Interceptor component of 
the Club. 

Being a national organisation the Australian club holds their annual get 
together in a different State each year. This means that those members 
not resident in the host State probably have to travel large distances 
depending on where they live; it became very apparent after the first 
year of our membership that reliability over large distances was critical 
to our enjoyment of what is usually a 6-7 day event – two days there 
and back and three days at the event. In the first year (2015) on the 
way up, Anne and I ended up on the side of a major freeway for a 
couple of hours with distributor/ condenser problems – and again on 
the way back with shorting battery cables and starter motor problems. 
My wife and I are at that stage of life (74 and 68) where we just 
don’t have either the inclination or time to spend waiting around for 
roadside service to arrive – and I was determined to ensure that it 
didn’t happen again...

Owner Stories

My 541R
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The work / modifications I thought should be made to ensure future 
contemporary reliability were:
• Installation of a Bosch fully integrated distributor electronic ignition 

system. 
• A change from positive to negative earth – necessary to support 

the change to electronic ignition. 
• Change from generator to alternator. 
• A change from a mechanically driven rev counter – via cable from 

generator – to an electrically driven rev counter – necessary to 
support the change from generator to alternator.

• Complete overhaul of front of engine cooling system including a 
radiator and water pump. 

• Starter motor re-build.

I have usually completed most of the work on the Jensen myself – but 
in this instance it needed to be done in a short space of time and it 
was beyond my capabilities and it needed to be done professionally. 
I considered that a local classic car specialist workshop (The Healey 
Factory at Nunawadding) would best undertake the work. (As an 
aside here I must add that – at this time – my main interest in this 
quite exceptional motor car is to drive her and to maintain her; all the 
heavy work has been performed by myself during my ownership since 
1968). So Jensen reliability going forward was absolutely mandatory.

The Healey Factory undertook to complete the work within a three 
week period – which is when I went along to pick up the car. 
However – having inspected the work – all of which seemed good, 

and paid the bill, I was unable to start the car as the starter motor 
decided at that moment to collapse in a heap. Probably just as well 
it happened there as they were then tasked with investigating and 
reporting back ASAP. Couple of days later I received the call advising 
that the starter motor would likely need to be completely re-built – 
and unfortunately in removing it they had accidentally dropped it 
into the bell housing which had to be separated from the block to 
enable removal of the starter motor – and in the event they were 
unable to get the pieces out they would have to drop the engine.  
Very disturbing...

Couple of days after that they advised they had succeeded with a 
magnet on a stick to remove the bits and that re-build of the motor 
could proceed. Three weeks later I collected the vehicle. It all worked 
well – including the rebuilt starting motor and I was delighted with 
the Bosch electronic ignition. No more points/timing/condenser/rotor 
arm issues: and starting on the button every time. The electronic rev 
counter works like a charm and the alternator keeps the battery at 
optimum charge. All great.

Since that time (early 2016) I have had some major back problems, 
and in March this year – despite the Jensen operating really well with 
its updated equipment level, both the heavy steering and lifting of 
the bonnet served to exacerbate my recovering back issue. So I have 
been considering ways in which I could continue to operate the Jensen 
without constantly worrying about potentially incurring further damage 
to my back. 
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Tony Wilde (a fellow 541R owner resident in Sydney) has become a 
good mate over the years. He has fitted power steering to his vehicle 
– which he has demonstrated to me with great pride at the Jensen 
nationals – and I have been very impressed. So I talked with Tony over 
a number of recent months regarding source and specification of the 
equipment he had used.

Tony very kindly gave me the full story – he had found a Dutch company 
EZ – who design and manufacture electrically powered steering kits 
for classic cars – including Jensen 541Rs. I then established contact 
and received a quote for the kit including freight to Melbourne. 
Tony had kindly offered to pass his expert eye over the quoted item 
specification and I subsequently placed an order. At the time of writing 
(end August 2017) delivery is about a month away.

There is also a local classic car specialist – Intermarque – of Richmond 
Victoria – who have experience in fitting these kits and I will use them 
to do the job.

Costs so far
Power Steering Kit – Aus $2500.00
Eat import duty – $250.00
Eat fitment at Intermarque – $1500.00

Tony also has fitted gas-filled bonnet struts. The original struts – which 
only hold the bonnet in the open position once it has been raised 
– also have a habit of going out of sync, so that one must support 
the full weight of the bonnet whilst fiddling with the strut mechanism 

that refuses to fully extend like its partner on the other side! All of 
which was containable/together with the lifting of the bonnet in the 
first place – providing one’s back wasn’t an issue...

I definitely needed the bonnet to raise itself from the closed position 
without any help from me – other than to unscrew the safety bolts 
on each side and press the safety catch. So I was quite interested 
to also follow his example and fit gas-filled struts. Again Tony was 
more than generous with his advice and guidance in terms of source 
– Struts Australia here in Melbourne – and specification. I am now 
in possession of two stainless steel struts made to Tony’s advised 
specification and very much looking forward to installing them in about 
three weeks’ time – as at end August 2017. Cost – Aus$180.00.

That pretty much brings us to the present and the very exciting news 
that the RACV (Royal Automobile Club of Victoria) invited me to 
display the Jensen in the reception area of their City club for one 
month commencing 9th August through to 6th September as part of 
the monthly display program of member’s veteran, vintage and classic 
cars.

So she is there at the moment, and looks absolutely fabulous.

Robin Jervis-Read
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Well, on the positive side of life, at least these came for 
free.  The rest, as can be deduced from the photographs, 

currently amounts to a pile of negative equity........................... 

About seven or eight years ago a 541 did appear on Ebay, and it 
sparked my interest again. The last time I had seen one on the road 
was probably over 30 years ago, and prior to that, it would have been 
at a business seminar of maybe 45 years ago. That one was British 
Racing Green, on green-painted wire wheels; and I had a TR3A at the 
time, but the owner was not interested in a swap.  The recent one on 
Ebay was blue, very rough, but fitted with a Jaguar 2.4 litre engine and 
overdrive gearbox.  Bidding went beyond what I thought it was worth 
at the time, and that was that.

Fast forward to 2014, Ebay again, and my 541R appeared at the 
Andrew Cassar Emporium in London, and looking decidedly unloved, 
in red, almost derelict, but with a new bonnet perched over the front 
and freshly painted steel wheels.  Who could refuse?  I have always 

liked cars that are a little bit different or rare, and this one fitted in 
well, as it is one of the few surviving DS7 variants.  A phone call or 
two to Andrew, on the grounds of ‘’It’s ‘ow much!!?’’, did bring about 
an enthusiastic conversation or two; and as previously said, who could 
refuse?  Especially when a nice discount was offered, as I intended to 
collect the Jensen in my own box trailer; the amount of rusted particles 
falling off on the way home could have been an embarrassment. 

Coping with London traffic, then all the way back to Yorkshire with 
my trusty Shogun and 28 feet of box trailer was interesting to say the 
least; and I came away thinking that the discount was well deserved. 
‘’Watch out for buses and cyclists’’ warned Andrew.  No! The buses 
and cyclists had better watch out for me…..I don’t take prisoners…..
and there were several verbal exchanges in pure Anglo-Saxon along 
the way.

A couple of weeks later in the workshop, I began to take the remains 
of the car to pieces, taking endless photos and making drawings along 

Owner Stories

Three spare fuses  
and a tin of polish

- cue for a film perhaps?

The 541R in its “as-bought state”
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the way. It was useful in as much as the car was pretty original, and 
hadn’t been messed about with over the years.  All too soon, work 
overload with my business took over, and the 541 project had to be 
side-lined in favour of customers’ own cars; and that was that until 
July 2018. Looking over the 541, on the basis of ‘something must 
be done’, I decided the challenge was back on, having browsed the 
previous lunch-time over a back issue of the JOC magazine falling 
open on the page showing a resplendent concours 541 at a show.  
Also, by coincidence, the same week I was in conversation with a 
gentleman at a boatyard……talking cars as usual, and he also used 
to own a 541R, and regrets the day he sold it ever since!  Also, of 
importance, he knows a man who still owns more than half a dozen 
of them; so I must follow that lead up the next time I’m down at the 
boatyard……..probably in a few weeks’ time.

Shortly after I had bought this car I began looking for some of the 
missing parts from around the front of the bonnet area, and was lucky 
to find a pair of the telescopic rams for the bonnet. The owner was 
clearing out his shed, having scrapped a damaged 541 some years 
previous.  An early 541 bonnet and a pair of rear wings came to light, 
which I bought as well.  Not much use to me with a 541R, but much 

better to have saved them, rather than getting cut up and thrown 
down the tip!  Restoring my 541R might give me a taste for taking 
on another 541 challenge, who knows?  Even so, old parts must 
never be simply thrown away. I believe that the original style steering 
wheels (Bluemels?) are now being re-manufactured, which would be 
helpful……but that is the least of the car’s woes.

First registered on the 14th July 1958, and with the registration 
number 889 ANN, it must have looked amazing in black with the red 
interior.  A very stylish sports car for the late 1950’s.  As yet, I don’t 
know the early history of the car, but I believe it was a one-owner 
until 1976, when it was then purchased by a Mr. Hereward from the 
Frampton Garage in Dorset for £1500.  By chance, his wife was also 
called Felicity Ann, so that may have been a deciding factor at the 
time of purchase. It isn’t clear as to when the car was repainted from 
its original black to red, but it was red when Mr Hereward bought it 
in 1976.

In 1978 there was an accident involving the car; most of the damage 
was confined to the bonnet and fittings. There is a garage receipt for 
collecting the car on a suspended tow…..and it seems that the car was 

The 541R was originally painted in black
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not repaired, as there is also a receipt for a brand new bonnet and 
fittings from the JOC Spares Department in 1980, for the princely 
sum of £175.00 plus tax.

The repair work doesn’t appear to have been done, for whatever 
reason; the car was then stored under a lean-to garage, which years 
later collapsed on top of the car. I’ve seen a photo of the car in that 
state, but lost it……I think a club member sent me a copy?  The owner 
passed away, and ownership was taken over by his wife for a while. In 
2013 Mrs Hereward sold the Jensen to a man up in County Durham; 
who must have wished he hadn’t, and it soon found its way down to 
London, and Andrew Cassar, custodian of so many Jensens over the 
years.

It’s always nice to have a bit of history with an older car, and if anyone 
out there can fill in a few gaps or maybe photos, that would be much 
appreciated. I will send for a history trace of owners from the DVLA. 
Editor’s note:- this service is believed to be withdrawn due to GDPR. 
They are usually very good at that, as I’ve used the service several 
times in the past. It does help with the detective work.

As can be seen, this 541R is in a bit of a state. The engine does turn, 
which is helpful, and fingers are crossed that the cylinder head isn’t 
cracked, (unobtainium) but everything else is toast. Sundry oil leaks 
have helped preserve the chassis forward of the front bulkhead, but 
the rest is all scrap. ‘A’ posts and ‘B’ posts have all but rotted away, 
and the doors are just dreadful. I’m lucky to have men in my workshop 
that are well versed in steel chassis and bodywork fabrication, and 
I’m assured that producing a new chassis is a challenge, but not a 
problem. As every area on the fibreglass bodyshell is crazed down 
through the gel-coat, then the repair of that, for us, will be a ‘first’.  
Nothing ventured, nothing gained, and it will be restored to its original 
black paint and red interior.  A conversion onto wire wheels is almost 
a certainty.

Along with the few receipts that miraculously survived and came 
with the car, there is also a driver’s handbook; if it can be called 
such. Perhaps it is missing its front page or cover, I don’t know; but 
it consists of several foolscap sized sheets of information, typed out 
and printed on an old office Gestalith machine of its day.  It was only 
1958, after all, but even so, a bit of a shabby booklet to be handed out 
with a newly-purchased Jensen!  The earlier 1955/6 cars do appear to 
have had their own printed handbook, so how my car came to have a 
typewritten version, I don’t know….but I’m sure someone out there in 
the anorak department will put me right. 

Still, it is part of the car’s history, and as with the car, it’s survived - but 
only just....................

Hopefully, in the coming months I can update readers with progress 
and photos, but as with all restorations of anything driving, floating or 
flying, it will look a lot worse before it starts to look any better!

Roger Brotton
Chassis 541R 3214319

Jensen cars bought for dismantling anywhere within the UK

New and second-hand parts always available
30 Dorset Road • Bexhill-on-Sea• East sussex • TN40 1SH     Tel/Fax 01424 224440 • Mobile 07831 351461

Sussex Interceptors

The photos give a good idea of the amount of restoration required - 
a pile of negative equity at present!
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My Jensen 541S
BY RONALD EVERAERT

I
n September 2016 at Silverstone Auctions, a Jensen 
541S came up. I followed on the internet the auction 
but had to leave for a golf competition. Coming back 
home, I found - to my surprise - a confirmation that 

Silverstone Auctions had accepted my internet bid. To be 
honest - I had not even told my wife that I had made a bid 
on the car.

 
I was particularly charmed by this car because of its looks 
and its historical importance. This car was one of the first 
three experimental - pre-production cars built with the 
new style of the 541S. It has VIN No JM/EXP/101 ( EXP = 
experimental) and dates from 1960. 

 The vehicle was used for demonstration and testing by 
the Jensen brothers for more than two years before it was 
sold. Original reg number was 750CEA, and the original 
colour was pearl grey with a black roof. Pictures and articles 
about the car can be found in several car magazines of 
that period describing the ‘new and wider Jensen’. It was 
also this particular car shown on the London Motorshow in 

Earl’s Court in 1960. The car had been repainted in maroon, 
interior colour is (original correct) red and the car was in a 
good driving condition.

I decided to return it in its original colour - pearl grey 
and a black roof - and to take the occasion to upgrade it 
into a concourse condition. I found out that Bridge Classic 
Cars - at the time were based in Ipswich - the car was 
transported to them with the mission: how do we make a 
showpiece of it? 

 The owner, Craig, was very enthusiastic about taking 
on this job. The restoration was due to be ready sometime 
end of 2017. But as always, some particular problems 
postponed the finishing until the end of 2018. In February 
2019, the car finally arrived in Belgium. Bridge Classic Cars 
did an excellent job – I was lucky to find them. I enjoy 
driving the car – it’s is a beauty and probably the only one 
in Belgium!

The Jensen brothers succeeded in bringing a roomier 
and comfortable 541. I have added some pictures of the car 
now and in the past.

Description of the Silverstone auction 2016
 At the start of the 1950s, the Jensen Motor Company had a 
financially sound business producing commercial vehicles 
and building bespoke bodies for other manufacturers. As 
is often the way with successful entrepreneurs, the Jensen 
brothers enjoyed having their name on their products. 
Having been involved for years before the war building 
small cars in conjunction with Standard, Austin and 
Wolseley, their attention turned again in the late forties 
to the possibility of creating a somewhat more exclusive 
Jensen. 

 Richard Jensen was joined in 1946 by Eric Neale, and 
they jointly penned the sleek (and expensive) Interceptor 
which remained in production from 1950-57. The bodywork 
was mostly aluminium, but as an experiment Jensen had 
started making the large boot lids in a revolutionary material 
formed from hair-thin glass embedded in a resinous gel, 
‘Glass Fibre’.

 Eric Neale’s influence was immediately evident. He first 
created the distinctive ‘mouth’ shape, anticipating the cold 
air requirements of a possible big V8 although the Austin 
4-litre straight-six turned out to be the engine of choice, 
and the rest of the body flowed back from that point. A 
lattice of wooden body formers provided a reference over 
which skilled artisans beat a skin of aluminium. Once the 
car was finished, it was exhibited at the 1953 Motor Show, 
but there was one trick left up Jensens sleeve, production 

cars were to be constructed from glass fibre! As the 
production of the 541 settled down, the options available 
increased. A package was created which incorporated the 
most frequently chosen extras. They were applied to the car 
which was then marketed as the ‘541 Deluxe’ a rack and 
pinion steering followed shortly in the ‘541R’.

 In 1959, work started on creating a slightly larger 541, 
which would be better suited to long-distance cruising. 
This car was to have an auto gearbox as standard and was 
wider and taller than its predecessor and so was born the 
new 541S. Some 4” inches wider than the original 541R, 
while also offering increased headroom and greater luggage 
capacity, the ‘S’ version was generally considered to be a 
more practical machine and certainly more comfortable for 
touring. 

 The 541S body styling changed at the same time, with a 
general increase in size, distinctive ‘scallops’, being added at 
the rear, and on the bonnet and a new grille. Less apparent 
initially were the improvements these modifications made 
to road holding, stability and ride.

 In the 541S, Jensen used their powerful version of the 
Austin DS5 4-litre straight-six engine featuring triple H4 SU 
carburettors, a high compression ‘Weslake’ head, custom-
made twin exhaust manifolds and an alloy baffled sump/oil 
cooler. A total of 127 cars were hand-built between 1960 
and 1962 at Jensen’s West Bromwich factory, most having 

www.joc.org.uk
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GM-licensed Rolls-Royce ‘Hydramatic’ gearboxes. This was 
unusual at the time as most performance cars were fitted 
with ‘sporty’ manual gearboxes but the automatic suited 
Jensens criteria for the 541S of effortless speed and luxurious 
long-distance cruising. However, twenty-two were fitted 
with Moss manual gearboxes at their owner’s request. The 
541S is also notable for being ‘the first British car to have 
seat belts fitted as standard equipment, and the pioneering 
use of Dunlop disc brakes on all four wheels was carried 
on from the ‘Deluxe’. Other safety equipment included a 
padded windscreen surround, fire extinguisher and a first-
aid kit. Each car was fitted with a quality Motorola radio as 
standard.

Chassis Number ‘JM/EXP/101 is certainly the automatic 
541S used by Jensen in 1960 on its stand at the London Motor 
Show at Earl’s Court. There were three experimental (EXP) 
cars built, (‘pre-production prototypes’), two being manual 
and one automatic. ‘101’ is automatic and was registered 
750 CEA although the photographs from the show display 
the car with ‘JENSEN’ on the number plates. It was finished 
in Pearl Grey and looks superb sat on Stand 134.

Jensen Motors registered this car for a period of some two 
years. A letter in the file from them confirms that during this 
period, they used it for road tests, demonstration purposes 
and as an experimental car, and according to the letter was 
no doubt driven by the Jensen brothers and carefully looked 
after by the Engineering Department. 

The car was featured in ‘THE MOTOR’, in October 19th 
1960 and ‘AUTOCAR’, February 3rd 1961 road test reports. 
Whilst currently registered 377 HWT; there is verification 
from both DVLA and the Jensen Owners Club that 750 CEA 
was its original registration. An expression of interest has 
been lodged with DVLA to repatriate this number rightfully 
back to this car. An extensive history file accompanies the 
car and includes the original London Motor Show 1960 
Guide, press cuttings of the day, old photographs, past 
invoices and letters. The show car was originally Pearl Grey 
but at some point has been changed to its current colour 
of maroon. Still, inside the engine bay, an area of original 
colour has been deliberately left, presumably to aid a return 
to its factory finish.

First registered in September 1960 this most beautiful 
Jensen 541S, chassis number JM/EXP/101 is currently 
reading an unwarranted 75,800 miles. The fibreglass body 
is described as being in good general condition, with the 
paintwork reasonably good but would benefit from some 
future attention. The Burgundy interior trim appears to have 
been replaced more recently and, from the photographs, 
looks to be in good condition. We are told the engine runs 
well and starts quickly and the automatic transmission 
changes gear well, but the ‘kick-down’ is a little hesitant at 
times. The brightwork has recently been refurbished, and 
all the tyres were replaced last year. The car will be offered 
with a new MOT certificate at the time of sale.

“�The�first�British�car�to�have�seat�belts�fitted�as�standard�
equipment and the pioneering use of Dunlop disc brakes on 
all four wheels was carried on from the Deluxe.”

@jensenownersclub   •   @jensenowners   •  #jensenownersclub
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