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Transported

Half a century past, the vehicle slid
from the designer’s eye,
satisfied aesthetics and function
of Grand Tourismo.
Curves to cheat the drag of wind
heart oscillating strong with torque and no fuss
until, approaching an end to long swift travel
it was clipped, shut up
in close cold brick
abandoned to a slow fall to earth.

Your gaze rested on this
was disturbed 
became hot with the idea of resurrection
possibilities of rebirth.

Hawsered from catalepsy
its inner parts grinding 
against an agony of movement
after near permanent stasis
the stricken beast is transported and eased
inside other walls
beside benches and implements
that promise radical transplants
sympathetic grafts
mute submission to dangerous

but healing tools.

A Jensen Restoration

Many years ago I was
fortunate enough to
purchase an absolutely
dead, non-rolling, rusty
541-R that had been stuck
in a damp garage for over
two years without
attention. 

The seller, a lovely
man, Mr George Tribble,
had suffered a hear attack
and could no longer cope
with nursing his 541-R. He
sold the car to me on the
understanding that I would
cherish the car and get it
back on the road.

I have done that; she
is on her third MOT. I have
now a beautiful car that is
a joy to behold and drive.
All the restoration work I
have done myself, apart
from welding, spraying and
rechroming. There is not
much on the car that I
have not spent a great
deal of care getting back
to respectability, and
better.

Cutting Out the Rot

!e long steel tube a hollow bone
Heart of the frame at birth rang
With the promise of longevity.

Feel underneath
A sharp-edged roughness that crumbles when
probed
And at the point of deepest rot
!e scab falls inwards
Dull red canker the silent saboteur
Grown from the steel’s own impurities.

In these corrupting places
Holes gape black, jagged screams
‘O’s slowly swallowing their own flesh
Partial amputation the only cure.

An abrasive disc spins, arcs inwards
And bites
Incandescence jets from the cut
Which advances, slices through.
A second cut, screeching to the end
And the pocked steel falls away.

A new shining length
Butts the ends precisely
A tongue of blue flame roars
Molten steel runs, fills the joins and cools
Closure is complete.

With wounds ground o"
!e structure is healed
Promise of longevity renewed.

Feel underneath…
Smooth as a bone, not quite
Faint abrasions
!e scars.

Part 1
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JOHN WELLS -DEAMER

Next Issue:
In Part 2 John Wells-
Deamer continues with the
story of restoring his 541-R.
With more pre-restoration
photographs we will also
see the stunning !nished
article.

Rewired

Within the dark underside
Wires once bound as one
Firm, ductile, excited by impulse to indicate
Change of direction, a slowing down,
illumination,
Sag away from the steel member.
Touched after countless weatherings
Hot airs, slush, and corrosive drenchings
!eir decrepit epidermis falls 
Revealing blood-dry insulation
Blackened strands;
Conductivity flickers to breakdown.

!ese wires must be excised 
Not just the single failure 
!e whole lot, the whole
Interrupting and corrupted web
Of exhausted conductors. Out.

A donor network, clinically matched
Arterial routes, multiple highways
Bundles and single paths
Is drawn on three dimensions, laid flat.

To this, fresh axons are laid
Strands of varying numbers
According to purpose and power
Interiors gleaming darkly, expectant
Of conduction, skin elastic, insulating
Bunched close on common routes
And strung, intimate, through ganglionic
sheaths.

One last wire laid
!e system’s web complete, is o"ered
To a stripped nerveless body, slipped
And laced to members and struts
Dangling ends joined to their parts
!ose last di#cult paths
To distant limbs are followed home
And stitched to their remote devices.

A single switch clicks.
!e entire network of axons jump
Power dithers on the edge.
Again the switch clicks
A revolution of driven cranks and pistons
Explodes into life,

and roars
High tension sparks ignition
Other switches and relays flood light
A twin-toned voice
tears the air. 



philip fish
18.17 A Jensen 541 restoration dreamer Part 2 John Wells JOC Mag 220 Nov-Dec 2011





Q
uite a few years ago whilst browsing the classified section 
of the JOC magazine I found an advert for a stalled early 
541 restoration project, I wasn’t really looking for another 

car but it was local and I couldn’t resist finding out more. The car 
was about an hour away from me in Blackburn and the vendor , Mr 
George Burdett,  gave me the full story, in that he had started the 
restoration some 30 years earlier in the early 70’s in his parents 
garage, then left in 1976, with work, to live in the Orkney Islands.  
And that was where he still lived but due to the loss of his mother, 
he had to clear out the garage before he could put the house up 
for sale, so his old car had to go fast. So with my wife and kids in 
the car off we went. I’m glad Helen decided to stay in the car when 
we arrived because it wasn’t what I was expecting! The first signs 
were quite promising when he showed me the spare bedroom that 
was full of 541 parts, 5 new tyres and tubes (1972) still in paper 
wrapping and a new dry battery , boxes of cleaned up interior 
parts, the original plastic screens etc.  plus he told me that the car 
was sold new to Mr William Hill (but had no proof of this and I have 
found nothing to prove it since).Then we went to the garage and I 
couldn’t believe what I was looking at! Under 30 years of discarded 
furniture I could just make out the boot of the 541 but that was all, 
the bonnet was standing up next to a stripped 6 pot block which 
was very rusty, and parts were strewn all over the floor mixed with 
piles of household wares and gardening tools. I wasn’t prepared 
to take on such a project, but so as not to offend George, I made 

541 
RESTORATION 

Darren Barnes tells 
us about some of 
the problems he had 
turning his extreme 
“barn find” into an 
NEC Show Car 

Part 1
the early years

30

philip fish
18.18 541 Restoration Part 1 by Darren Barnes JOC Mag 228 Mar-Apr 2013



him a very modest offer with the hope he 
would send me packing. Three days later 
I was back with a friend, two sprinter vans 
and a car trailer, with the “what the hell 
have I done feeling”. Not knowing anything 
about a 541’s other than what I had read 
over the previous few days,  we just boxed 
up everything and packed it into the vans 
(except the furniture), loaded the chassis/
body onto the trailer and off we went. I think 
the trailer probably lost ! of its payload as it 
blew away on the M62 on the way back, and 
I took it straight to work so my nearest and 
dearest couldn’t peruse my new venture. 

After unloading everything and checking the 
box contents more closely I soon realised 
we had a lot of Ford and early Landrover 
spares mixed up with the Jensen parts, and 
I seemed to be lacking a lot of shiny bits. 
So back on the phone to George who then 
remembered the chrome had been taken 
to a local platers for restoration, and it 
later transpired that they had closed down 
25 years earlier. Back to the magazine for 
Paul Boultons details, but got the response 
I didn’t need from him, sorry no chrome 
available and he couldn’t take on any repairs 
due to illness. He recommended Graham 
Green Cars in Preston as a likely candidate 
for the chassis work and suggested that I 

try the other Jensen suppliers for 
parts which again drew a blank, but 
Graham Green came up trumps. 
I arranged a visit at his garage to 
find it looking like a classic car 
showroom, it was immaculate and 
he was halfway through a complete 
restoration of a 541R and was 
rewiring another, his work looked 
remarkable so I booked my car in 
for 6 months later, but due to Illness 
the work didn’t start until about 12 
months later and was to be done 
in stages. I wanted to do as much 
of the work as I could myself even 

Front and rear, as collected

One very rotten door frame
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though my skills were limited and I wanted to source everything 
which suited Graham. 

I posted a classified ad in the JOC magazine for 541 spares wanted 
and had a fantastic response, including a rebuilt engine, interior 
and then two very good donor cars WITH ALL THE CHROME AND 
MORE! So that was it, the saga started, I had my restorer, most 
of the parts, I just needed a  good dollop of luck and some good 
will from other club members, which came in abundance. I took 
the chassis/body, doors bonnet and boot lid over to Preston, and I 
could tell Graham wasn’t as happy as I was, by the look of despair 
in his face. The first stage was to strip all the remaining running 
gear and the body off the chassis, then shot blast and prime 
the chassis. Then the dreaded call came ‘you need to come and 
have a look at what’s left’, so off I went to find Graham standing 
very glum faced next to a very large yellow sieve, even previous 
repairs patches had holes and the chassis tubes looked like garden 
sprinklers! But I had already got the bug so I gave him the green 
light and the restoration began. After all the welding was completed 
we left it for 6 months to source all the parts I needed From 
Appleyards Parts and Service (as Andy had taken over as the 541 
parts supplier from Paul Boulton) and good old EBay. I had sourced 
a 541R rear axle which helped with the cross over to discs brakes 
from drums, and I opted for the Cooper Craft brakes, keeping the 
original Clayton Dewandre servo (sourced as new old stock), I also 
reverted back to an original steering box from the power steering 
unit that had been fitted. 

Restored chassis and body frames
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Cars always arriving - call for details

Appleyard parts, 
servicing & Sales

C-V8 MKI & MKII new rear bumpers; NEW MKI & FF MKI cotton 

reel head rests now available in choice of colours; 

NEW bumpers for MKIII; NEW chrome eyeball vents; 

Now taking orders for S/S Interceptor 

door handles; NEW remote adjustable 

door mirrors; Wide range of quality 

performance 383/440 Performer manifolds; Full range of 

carpet sets Interceptor, FF, Healey. CALL FOR DETAILS

OPENING HOURS
Monday - Friday  9-6pm  
Saturday 9am-1pm

CALL ANDY

FOR DETAILST +44 (0)115 932 5320   F +44(0)115 932 3809 
R Appleyard Parts Ltd
Plot 6b Unit 1A · Quarry Hill Industrial Park · Ilkeston · Derbyshire · DE7 4RB · England
M 07917 671 116    W www.jensen.co.uk    E info@jensen.co.uk

TOO MANY PARTS TO LIST!

Whilst all this was happening I was busy 
gathering new parts and restoring old 
parts ready to be assembled. I sourced all 
the engine components from Appleyards 
and rebuilt the engine with a friend and I 
was very lucky to find an aluminium rocker 
cover from an Austin Princess, painted in 
black crinkle, but polished up great. I sent 
the carbs to Burlen fuel systems for rebuild 
and I was astonished at the highly polished 
setup that they returned 3 weeks later, and 
that was to set the standard for the rest of 
the engine bay.  

Look out  
for Part 2  
next issue

Polished Carb Set-up  
and Rocker Cover
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Over the next three years things progressed slowly but positively, 
I wanted to have the dash veneered like Keith Lee’s early 541, 
although I opted for a lighter wood. I did the veneer myself and I’m 
very happy with the results, with the door cappings, door card rebates 
and ashtray fronts in matching pippy oak.  I used the upholsterer that 
Graham knew, to restore and recover the seats, as his work looked 
impeccable, but we had to book the three days needed a year in 
advance!  I borrowed an air filter box from Keith Lee and made a 
stainless steel version of it; I also fabricated a stainless steel petrol 
tank, and bought a stainless steel exhaust. We fitted the engine and 
gearbox, Graham made a temp ignition system and I filmed the second 
start up attempt and posted it on YouTube, it was a bit tappety but 
sounded awesome.

The next dilemma was choosing the colour because even though I 
bought a white body, the Calver chassis book showed it as leaving 
the factory painted green. There are signs of green on the inside of 
the roof but nowhere else, and the previous owner thought it had 
always been white. Perhaps the colour was changed in the factory? 
I decided to make it green, and after seeing Paul Boulton’s car, at 
Newby Hall some years earlier, I opted for a red interior instead of tan. 
This didn’t go down well with anybody I told ‘Oh no red and green 

should never be seen’ but my mind was set; it was just the shade 
of green to decide. Oh is that all I hear you say! I had many, many 
sleepless nights over the colour, and I had pieces of painted steel all 
over my works, garage, office, even the bedroom and kitchen had 
samples (no she isn’t that understanding). But then I found it! Aston 
Martin Almond Green, I dashed over to Graham to show him. “That’s 
very nice,” he said but I think you’ll like this much better, and with that 
he produced a very old ICI book and pointed at a 1954 MG Green 
colour code. How on earth could he remember a colour like that? But 
he did, and it was very similar to the Almond Green, but more subtle 
and a bit brighter; later that week he had a test pot mixed and a panel 
sprayed. The rest is history.

541 Restoration 
Part 2 - completion

Darren Barnes tells us about some 
of the problems he had turning his 
extreme “barn find” into an NEC 
Show Car

Nearly ready for painting
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A close friend of mine is a metal polisher, so he repaired and polished 
all the metal ready for chroming. I made some copper finishers for the 
dash and had them plated, and added a few personal touches to the 
interior. I know it isn’t to the purist’s liking, but I don’t intend to sell 
the car, and it was my thinking that if a prospective owner wanted 
a bespoke interior or veneer dash in his new coach-built Jensen, he 
would have got one!  I won an early 50’s valve radio from EBay; I 
restored it myself but sent it to AC radios for FM conversion and a 
discreet IPod connection, with two speakers fitted in the rear side 
panels, hidden neatly behind brass mesh covers.

The next year the body work was completed, wooden floors fitted 

Suspension completed

(with original jack hole covers), wiring loom fitted, dash and interior 
trial fitted then the door frames, glass, plastic screens, chrome work, 
badges, handles were all trial fitted before being stripped back down 
to await funds for the painting.

The following year she was in paint and the long job of replacing all 
the restored interior and external components without damaging the 
fresh paint began, this went to plan as Graham left nothing to chance.

Then came the problem of the registration, I had to MOT the car on the 
Chassis number because I didn’t have a V5 (the car was taken off the 
road before V5’s were issued) but I did have the old green logbook 

The engine bay

Restored chassis and body frames
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with some documentation and a promise from Swansea that the 
number was still available. Our club historian and Secretary, Mr John 
Lane worked his magic, and within a few months the DVLA produced 
a V5 for me. SXU 567 was complete and back on the road after a 35 
year break, but it was early January so I had it transported home in a 
covered trailer. I took her for the first long run to the Bourne Classic 
car show, organised by Colin Mayes, without a hitch except in that 
it rained the whole day and on my return trip home both wiper arms 
departed company with the car - never to be seen again. Although 
an old car, the 541 was very forward for its year and is a pleasure to 
drive, it doesn’t have the V8 roar of the Interceptor, but it makes this 
up in so many other ways; she also gets as many, if not more, admiring 

glances from other motorists. I have been pulled in   by the police with 
the pretence of me not wearing a seat belt (none fitted) just so they 
could have a closer look.

I was asked by Ron and Thelma Smith to show her at the NEC JOC 
stand in November 2011, which was the final accolade for me before 
I started to just drive and enjoy her, which I do whenever I get the  
time. I covered over 3000 miles last year and hope to do more this 
year, to build up my confidence in the car before embarking on a 
European trip.....................

Darren Barnes

Area Co-ordinator

The dashboardSuspension being rebuilt

Nearly there!
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Cars always arriving - call for details

Appleyard parts, 
servicing & Sales

C-V8 MKI & MKII new rear bumpers; NEW MKI & FF MKI cotton 

reel head rests now available in choice of colours; 

NEW bumpers for MKIII; NEW chrome eyeball vents; 

Now taking orders for S/S Interceptor 

door handles; NEW remote adjustable 

door mirrors; Wide range of quality 

performance 383/440 Performer manifolds; Full range of 

carpet sets Interceptor, FF, Healey. CALL FOR DETAILS

OPENING HOURS
Monday - Friday  9-6pm  
Saturday 9am-1pm

CALL ANDY

FOR DETAILST +44 (0)115 932 5320   F +44(0)115 932 3809 
R Appleyard Parts Ltd
Plot 6b Unit 1A · Quarry Hill Industrial Park · Ilkeston · Derbyshire · DE7 4RB · England
M 07917 671 116    W www.jensen.co.uk    E info@jensen.co.uk

TOO MANY PARTS TO LIST!

Refitting nearly finished
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What I found was the vehicle up on stands sitting on top of rotted 
plywood sheets in the backyard. The engine and transmission and 
rear end were out, as well as the interior. The entire rear suspension 
had rotted off the car, the right side rear spring support completely 
missing. However the rest of the car was intact, and had a very 
minimum of rust elsewhere. We had a heck of a time lifting this 
monstrosity off the stands and getting it onto the flatbed tow truck 
but finally managed it. A check was written and the remainder of the 
parts loaded into the other two trucks that had come along for the 
fun, and I was off and running.

I joined the JOC immediately and have been in contact with many of 
the very helpful club members, to help me to understand exactly what 
this thing is that I have gotten myself into. Andy at Appleyard’s has 
supplied great assistance, and a new wiring harness. Although I am 
quite sure I am years away from needing that, I felt some appreciation 
for his polite answers to my questions whenever I call. I have also been 
in contact with Mike Byrne, David Turnage and Todd Stiles, and they 
have all helped with contact info and also library information, which of 
course I have been devouring.

Then it happened. I received a phone call from the brother of a 
gentleman that recently passed away, and who had a British car taken 
all apart and sitting in his back yard on stands. It seems that this man 
had purchased parts from our business in keeping an MGA running 
years before, so the family knew of us. The brother was in charge of 
the estate, and he had to have this relic removed from the back yard 
so that he could sell the house. Now of course I get these types of 
calls all the time, but the car is usually some decrepit and rotted MGB 
or Midget so I was not very interested. I asked him what the car was, 
and he said it was a Jensen 541...

Now I have been in the industry for 40 years, and I am quite 
embarrassed to admit that I had no idea what that car was! Of course 
I knew the Jensen Healey and the Interceptor, as we have several 
customers that own these cars, and we maintain and repair them. 
But I simply had no idea of this earlier car; obviously due to its rarity. 
I got on the Internet and immediately found photos and information. 
I discovered that the prototype was right up the road at the Tampa 
Bay Auto Museum. I immediately fell in love with it, and contacted my 
towing service to meet me at this address with checkbook in hand.

Restoration

Restoring a 1955 541 
Car No. 541255206

I t was shortly before my 60th birthday when my wife asked me what I wanted for a gift? I said that I did not lack for anything. 
Together we own a successful business repairing and restoring British automobiles. We have a great stable of cars that are 

fully restored, and are kept fuelled up ready to go anywhere at a moment’s notice. She has an MG 1100 4-door. I use a 1967 
MGB GT and together we have had a 44 year love affair with a 1962 MGA MkII.  What more could I possibly need?

The 541 as received
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Taking stock of what I have, I see what appears to be a rebuilt 
engine, although I am quite sure I will want to take this apart and 
check the work done before installing it, as I can’t very well ask the 
previous owner what was done, or who did it! After inspecting the rear 
suspension, I have surmised that the right rear spring broke off this 
car while in motion...

The top spring leaf must have broken when the differential came out  
of position. The spinning driveshaft broke free, and ripped the floor 
open between the rear seats, as well as breaking through the center 
tunnel. It finally came to rest after breaking the overdrive rear housing 
in two. It must have made a heck of a racket and must have scared the 
living daylights out of the driver!

The previous owner had also located an overdrive unit, and stuck it on 
the back of the transmission, which I will also dismantle and inspect 
before installing. The interior is all intact and original Grey, with black 
details such as the back of the seats etc. The car was originally red 
as seen by hidden remaining paint. Interesting fact… the build sheet 
shows the car as being Grey with Red Interior – obviously a mistake. 

Currently the car is totally dismantled, and I have fabricated a new 
rear cross member from scratch. I have patched in the trunk floor and 
I am ready to start welding this assembly back in. The rear springs 
that came with the car (I am guessing something that he purchased 

as used) are actually 1 inch too short between their eyes, so I will 
be having proper new eye-plates made, as the under leaves are all 
correct. 

I am having a blast showing this car to customers and visitors to the 
shop, and so far have surprised and mystified even the British tourists 
that show up to see the shop. I believe this to be a 5 year project, as 
I can only work on it on weekends.

There is a full shop of paying customers with their MGs, Triumphs and 
Austin Healeys to take care of first, after all!

Glenn Lenhard
Glenn’s MG Repair, Florida, USA  

www.glennsmg.com

Editor’s note:- Glenn has kindly offered to supply updates of his 
car’s restoration from time to time; he is also willing to supply 
many dismantling photographs that are available on request to 
assist any other JOC member.

The 541 during dismantling
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WWW.FOSSEWAYPERFORMANCE .CO .UK  

High Performance Jensen Brake Kits 

Classic Car Batteries 

High Output Alternators 

Dynator Conversions 

High Torque Starter Motors 

01386 426 249 
Blockley | Glos. | England 

      

Jensen cars bought for 
dismantling anywhere 

within the UK
New and second-hand  
parts always available
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Sussex 
Interceptors

Right rear spring support missing

Floor repair

Newly fabricated crosstube before 
painting and installing

The next project!
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