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Welcome to the Jensen 
Owners’ Club Journal 
The club was established in December 1971 and since then has expanded to cover all 
models built by Jensen, from the 1920s’ specials through to the last S-V8. The club is 
an international community with friends all over the world and we welcome anyone, 
anywhere, with an interest in the marque.  We continuously strive to expand and improve 
our service to members and give them the best experience and the best advice we can, 
based on our knowledge of these special cars.

JENSEN OWNERS’ CLUB EVENTS DIARY
Before attending any events, please check with the organiser that the event is still going ahead.

Shursday 1st July – Sunday 4th July 
Le Mans Classic
Circuit de la Sarthe, Le Mans.
Postponed to 2022.

Sunday 4th July
Healey day at Gaydon Motor Museum
A celebration of all cars with a Healey connection. 
Further details on the JOC Forum under Events. 

Saturday 17th July 
JOC Open Day
National Space Centre, Exploration Drive,
Leicester LE4 5NS

Sunday 18th July
Historic Vehicle Rally
Newby Hall, Ripon, Yorkshire. 
 
Saturday 1st August
Helmingham Hall Festival of Classic & Sports Cars
Helmingham Hall, Stowmarket.
For further details, please contact Peter & Lynda 
Heywood (eastanglia@joc.org.uk). 

Saturday 14th August
Ace Café, London, NW10 7UD. Event shared with 
Bristol Owners Club. For further details, please contact 
David Devine (WL-TV@joc.org.uk). 

Saturday 21st August 
JOC Open Day
National Space Centre, Exploration Drive,
Leicester LE4 5NS
See flyer enclosed in this issue.

Friday 3rd – Sunday 5th September
Hampton Court Concours d’Elegance, with JOC display 
on Saturday 4th. Please contact David Devine (WL-TV@
joc.org.uk) for further details.

Friday 10th – Sunday 12th September 
The 50th Anniversary International 
Alexander House, Wroughton, Swindon, SN4 0QJ. 
For further details, please speak to Stuart Allan.

Saturday 11th September 
Abingdon Air & Country Show, Abingdon, Oxfordshire, 
OX13 6BX. 
The drive out from the JOC International will culminate 
with a Jensen parade at 12.40pm airside in celebration 
of the clubs 50th anniversary. If interested contact Shaun 
Winfield (chairman@joc.org.uk). 

Friday 24th September
Goodwood Track Day hosted by Peter Best Insurance. 
Peter Best Insurance have offered the JOC 15 places at 
their Car Clubs Track Day at Goodwood Motor Circuit. If 
interested contact Chris Reed (gs@joc.org.uk). 

www.joc.org.uk/events/diary

POSTPONED

www.jensenservice.co.uk
sales@jensenservice.co.uk
01962 779063

Unit 1, Abbas Business Centre, Itchen Abbas, Hampshire, SO21 1BQ

Visit our website for full details and we look forward to seeing you soon.

Jensen Service Ltd has evolved from Rejen, to offer you the same superb standard of care
for your beloved Jensen, based in the same workshops in Hampshire.

SERVICE PARTS TRIM
POSTPONED

@jensenownersclub   •   @jensenowners   •  #jensenownersclub
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Welcome

Leah

What are your Family Legacies?

A ll families have a set of 
beliefs, values, and attitudes 
that are passed down from 

generation to generation through 
the messages that we received as 
children from our parents.

Many of these legacies, therefore, can be passed 
along without a lot of reflection on the part of the 
parent.

For example, you might have grown up in a house 
where Jensens were to be seen but not touched, 
where they were driven as your family’s daily driver, 
or an extended family member had one and you 
would admire it from afar.

Whatever the situation, those beliefs, values and 
attitudes towards the Jensen brand have stuck with 
you. This leads me into our feature article. I had the 
pleasure of meeting Phil Spencer again where we 
discussed his family legacy and how important the 
Jensen brand is to him and his family; to read more, 
the article is on page 29.

Moving onto you, I wanted to say thank you, I 
have received an overwhelming amount of positive 
messages from members about the transformation 
of the magazine, one member even mentions the 
benefits of the change to the paper we are now using.

One particular comment that stood out to me was 
“I can see that you put a lot of time and love into the 
magazine”. All I will say is, I absolutely do, and this 
issue especially will always remind me of the extra 
support I received in my hour of need, behind the 
scenes from some of the members.

Were you one of the 40 members that attended 
the AGM last month? Various proposals were put 
forward/signed off. 

To mention a few:
• We welcomed Karan Mangroo to the 

committee as Vice-Chairperson. Karan, we 
wish you all the best in your new role.

• Paul Strange and David Wright proposed that 
we focus on supporting an apprenticeship 
scheme and create a sub-group to pursue 
this avenue. 

The minutes from the AGM will follow from the 
General Secretary.

Thank you again for your contributions to the 
magazine, the deadline for the 
next Magazine is 1st August 2021.

@jensenownersclub   •   @jensenowners   •  #jensenownersclubwww.joc.org.uk
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Well, it does look as 
though we are getting 
back out and about 

again, albeit in a not fully ‘free’ 
environment but at least things 
are improving. We’ve just got to 
make sure we don’t muck it up 
and end up going backwards.

From various postings on 
the forum or on social media, 

it is quite obvious that Jensens of all varieties have 
been out and about all over the place. I took mine to 
Norfolk and back, where it helped out at a wedding. 
It ran very well, hmmm, perhaps I shouldn’t have said 
that.

By the time you read this, the AGM will have been 
held, although it had yet to take place at the time of 
writing this. So I won’t waste space writing about it. 
But I do want to thank all members, their families, 
and friends for their support of things Jensen over the 
past difficult year. As Darren reported in the previous 
magazine, membership numbers are holding up. It’s 
positive for the future, I think.

One thing I would recommend to everyone with 
an interest in classic cars is to have a look at the 
Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs Survey 
report which outlines the significance of classic cars 
to society in this country.

Hopefully, the end of June will see the JOC well-
represented at the London Classic Car Show. As with 
all these things, it’s been interesting getting suitable 

cars together for a three-day show. John Staddon 
would concur but hopefully this gathering will just be 
a foretaste of things to come later on in the year.

I hope you all liked the 50th anniversary keyring 
that came with the last magazine. I and other 
committee members have received several thank 
you messages from around the world. I have just 
received my 50th anniversary grille badge which, in 
my opinion, looks very good and stylish. There is a 
full range of 50th anniversary items available through 
Regalia. Don’t be shy, go and have a look. 

I don’t think I’ve got much more to say this time 
but hopefully, in the next edition I will be able to 
report on how the JOC has been out and about in 
even greater numbers.

So, keep the faith and, ideally, your wheels rolling.  
I have included some photos below, if anyone has any 
information on them, please let me know.

A view from the bridge 
BY SHAUN WINFIELD

www.cherishedvehicleinsurance.co.uk
0333 003 8162 Facebook “f ” Logo RGB / .ai Facebook “f ” Logo RGB / .ai

Cherished Vehicle
Insurance

Calls to 0333 numbers are charged at ‘normal’ rates from landlines.

Cherished Vehicle Insurance Services is a trading name of A-Plan Holdings who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Registered 
Offi ce: 2 Des Roches Square, Witney, OX28 4LE. Registered in England. Registration Number 750484  CVI 083 01/17

Classic Jensen Insurance
                           for JOC members

20% discount for Jensen Owners Club members.*
Multi-vehicle and limited mileage policies available.
Free DNA+ protection kit with each policy.
Simple and free agreed value service.
*Subject to minimum premium and normal underwriting criteria. Terms and conditions may apply. Please ask for details.

Classic Jensen Insurance
                                                      for 
Classic Jensen Insurance

for 
Classic Jensen Insurance

JOC members
Classic Jensen Insurance

 members
Classic Jensen Insurance

20% discount for Jensen Owners Club members.*
Multi-vehicle and limited mileage policies available.

@jensenownersclub   •   @jensenowners   •  #jensenownersclub
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This 10-year period of the club’s history saw 
continued expansion; membership increased 
and there was a significant rise in the number 

of events that the club arranged for members, and 
national events that the club participated in.

After eight years as chairman, Andy Wright handed 
over to Cliff Oakes-Jones. Cliff was a founder member 
and a committee member from the early days. At 
the AGM at Whipsnade Zoo in 1982 there were 
several changes at the top; Paul Moulder was elected 
chairman, Roy Hipkiss became general secretary, 
but George Tribble was re-elected treasurer, a post 
that he held for 13 years. Paul was an ex-Jensen 
Motors buyer and at the time of his chairmanship 
was working at A-H Spares in Southam. In 1984, after 
some internal committee turmoil, Norman Long was 
elected chairman. Norman had been a part of the 

committee for many years, having been involved as 
concours secretary and part of the events team.

After many months of preparation, the club was 
incorporated in April 1978, each member having a 
50-pence liability. It wasn’t long before the committee 
realised that incorporation was not the Godsend that 
everyone (almost everyone!) said it would be. In May 
1980 George Tribble reported to the committee that 
the club was likely to be hit with a bill of £1500 for 
VAT on membership subscriptions. This news, on top 
of the other costs and regulation incurred by limited 
companies prompted a request to the club’s legal 
advisor to investigate exit options. Eventually, it was 
decided to leave the spares and regalia operations 
in the Limited Company, and all other parts of the 

club would be run as an unincorporated association. 
This was formalised and approved at an Extraordinary 
General Meeting in December 1981.

In 1980 the club achieved a paid-up membership 
of 1000 for the first time. The continued growth 
over the next few years led to discussions within the 
committee about acquiring a club HQ. An offer to 
rent commercial premises owned by the then general 
secretary, Roy Hipkiss, was considered but rejected. 
Although some single marque clubs have successfully 
maintained an HQ they all have a substantially 
larger membership and/or sponsorship to cover the 
overheads.

The early 1980s saw the appearance of a racing 
Jensen-Healey, owned and raced nationally by JOC 
member Ian Jacobs. The car was partly sponsored by 
the JOC and carried some prominent advertising for 
the club. Jensen Parts & Service also put in a great 
deal of work, as did Dave Horton’s garage.  The car 
frequently achieved podium places but had more than 
its fair share of bad luck. Ian brought the car along to 
the 1983 International Weekend at the Golden Valley 
Hotel, Cheltenham.

In 1985, Elizabeth Jensen, the widow of Richard 
Jensen, and proud owner of his C-V8, HEA 5D, was 
invited to be vice president of the JOC. She accepted, 
and attended the International Weekend as guest of 
honour.

The Magazine
John Pellowe continued as editor 
until 1982. He introduced colour 
photographs in issue #32, which had a 
tri-fold colour insert of members’ cars 
with some Jensen motors brochure 
images. The cost of the insert was 
covered by donations from some 
of the members. Shortly before 
he stepped down to concentrate 
on getting ready to emigrate to 
Australia, he produced the 50th 
magazine which also celebrated the 
Club’s 10th anniversary. This had a 
one-off gold cover.

David Daniels followed John, 
staying for two years. He kept up 
the good work until family and 
work pressures forced his resignation.  
He was replaced by Peter Keating, 
who impressed the committee with his 
enthusiasm for the club and ideas to 
improve the magazine. Peter felt that 
the White Lady magazine produced by 
the American club, the Association of 
Jensen Owners, was better than the 
JOC’s effort. His second magazine 
was in A4 format, and #64 saw the 
introduction of a colour cover.

Unfortunately, after just a 
few issues, the Club’s committee 
decided that income was not 

History of the JOC
Part Three: 1978-1988 Opposite: Carl Duerr 1: Ian Jacobs’ Jensen Healey 

2: 10th Anniversary magazine 3: First colour  
magazine cover

1

2

3

@jensenownersclub   •   @jensenowners   •  #jensenownersclubwww.joc.org.uk
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As for the cars, the Jensen Nova was there, along with 
the Esperando and a superb PW saloon owned and 
restored by Ellis Mitchell. 

The C-V8 convertible was at the 1981 weekend, 
back at Penns Hall. For 1985, the chosen hotel was 
the Palace in Buxton, an imposing venue on a hill 
overlooking the town but the weather was awful. 
A highlight was having Elizabeth Jensen as guest of 
honour. Peter Adams made sure that she was kept 
busy on the dance floor. She wrote to the secretary 
a few days later to say how much she had enjoyed 
herself so she was invited again in 1986.

The 1987 International Weekend was to have 
been at the Belfry Hotel & resort, Sutton Coldfield 
but, following the successful Ryder Cup competition, 
the hotel decided that it would increase the agreed 
rates. The booking was cancelled and Penns Hall was 
able to host the club again.

During this 10-year period, the club increased the 
number of events that were organised for members. In 
1978 the first Jensen-Healey weekend was held and 
there was a Club trip to the TVR factory in Blackpool. 
For 1979 there was a visit to the Reliant factory in 
Tamworth followed, in 1980, by a Jensen-Healey trip 
to Holland. The club put on a display at the Stoneleigh 
Town & Country Show for the first time in 1983. 

In 1984, the club was invited to display in a very 
prestigious spot at the National Classic Car Show 
at the NEC near Birmingham. This was the first 
public appearance of Dave Horton’s unique FF/SP/
convertible. The conversion had been done by Jensen 
Parts & Service at Kelvin Way and was ready at the 
last minute. It was transported to the NEC from the 
factory; in fact, the labels were still on the tyre treads! 
I can remember a very curious teenager asking Dave 
what the ‘button’ under the left hand footrest pedal 
was for (the headlight dip switch), only to be told that 
it was for the nitrous injection. Pure Horton!

March 1987 saw the introduction of another new 
event that was to become a very popular annual get 
together – the Spring Weekend. The venue was the 
Izaak Walton Hotel, Dovedale. It was chosen, and the 
weekend arranged, by Thelma Smith (Ron may have 
helped a bit) as was the International Weekend, the 
Stoneleigh Show, the NEC show, and the Midlands 
area local shows. Thelma’s effort and enthusiasm was 
boundless; she is greatly missed.

Concours
This was a very controversial time for the club’s 
annual concours competition. There was no shortage 
of entries, often there were 20 or more Interceptors 
alone lined up for judging but the introduction of a 
Masters Class for past President’s Cup winners was 
never unanimously agreed as a good thing; some 
years it was in, and some years it was out.

This competition was held in high regard by other 
car clubs; the standard of JOC concours winners 
was very high. They invariably won national and 
international concours events and represented and 
promoted the JOC well wherever they went.

Other controversies that sparked letters to the 
magazine editor were the penalising of a MkII 
Interceptor in 1985 for being trailered to the event and 
allowing an unregistered Interceptor S4 to enter (and 
win) its class in 1980. In committee, there was always 
healthy discussion (some might call it open warfare!) on 
concours rules, regulations, originality interpretation, 
eligibility of cars, eligibility of committee members to 
enter, eligibility of committee members to judge, and 
even the ability of some members to add up!

All in all, it was a very interesting period for the 
JOC. Thanks to Mike Lotwis for the racing Healey 
photo and the FF/SP/convertible photo.

sufficient to sustain the cost of the colour covers and 
the traditional cover was brought back. Peter was 
responsible for my co-option to the committee as 
regalia secretary; he then told me that he had ordered 
500 magazine binders and I would have to find space 
to store them – Sheila was not amused. By 1986 Peter 
had upset the committee once too often; he was 
given a list of editorial guidelines and told to present 
each magazine to the executive for approval before 
printing. Not surprisingly, he resigned!

Keith Anderson, who had recently joined the 
committee as PR secretary, was appointed editor and 
as we all know, the JOC magazine took another step 
forward in its development.

Spares
After a period of rapid expansion the club spares 
operation faced a problem in early 1979; the workload 
had become too much for Tony Wilde to commit 
to. The committee realised that finding a successor 
was going to be a difficult task; not many people 
are prepared to spend hours every day dealing with 
Jensen owners’ problems and needs. And, of course, 
any parts ordered would be needed immediately – 
or sooner! The committee cast a wide net – even 
considering two commercial offers – before deciding 
to offer the position to Roy Goodrum. Roy was a design 
engineer at Ford Motor Company in Dagenham and a 
keen Jensen owner – ideal!

Expansion continued; by the end of 1982 turnover 
had increased to £14,475pa. The year end accounts 
showed a profit of £1960. However, by this time the 
‘loan’ from the club stood at £19,847 with an annual 

contribution of £3-4000. There was an increased 
supply of parts for Interceptors and Jensen-Healeys 
and, apart from a costly mistake sourcing and 
supplying fibreglass louvred Interceptor bonnets, the 
membership were happy with the service provided.

Roy contributed some excellent articles to the 
magazine. In particular, his C-V8/Interceptor kingpin 
article and a series of articles on tyres and suspension 
set up were very informative and controversial.

All good things come to an end and in 1987 Roy 
informed the committee that he could no longer spare 
the time that the position warranted. Eventually, a 
successor was found. Alan Kempster took over late in 
1987, with the spares now based in Paignton, Devon. 
To provide a more professional service to members a 
commercial unit was identified and rented and Alan 
was contactable during the day.

Events
In 1979 the club held its first hotel-based International 
Weekend at Penns Hall Hotel, Sutton Coldfield. Eric 
Neale was invited to the event and acted as a judge 
for the concours competition. 

The following year the venue was Chateau Impney 
Hotel, Droitwich. Eric was invited again, along with 
Carl Duerr, who spoke after dinner on the Saturday 
Night. After his speech, he was presented with a set of 
JOC cufflinks; he smiled and took off his dinner jacket 
to reveal that his shirt sleeves were rolled up to his 
elbow – he had forgotten to pack any cufflinks! John 
Pellowe’s timing all wrong again... 

The 1980 International Weekend was memorable 
for other reasons too; the AGM lasted only 20 minutes! 

4: Penns Hall International Weekend 5: Jensen Nova at International 
Weekend 6: Jensen Esperando 7: C-V8 Convertible 8: NEC Show 
1984 9: Eric Neale in judging mode 10: Dave Horton’s FF-SP-
Convertible 11: Thelma Smith resting on a Spring Weekend walk  
12: The author receiving concours trophy from Lord Strathcarron

4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12

@jensenownersclub   •   @jensenowners   •  #jensenownersclubwww.joc.org.uk
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how sorry we were to have let his 
Lordship down. Lord Strathcarron 
could not have been more forgiving 
and kind, just asking for a taxi to the 
railway station and requesting that 
I personally call him when his 541 
was ready to collect. What a true 
gentleman. 

Key Memories
JOS THEUNS

I came home today and found a surprise on my 
doormat; the postman brought me a unique 
keyring celebrating the 50th anniversary of the 

Jensen Owners’ Club. It was a very nice gesture 
from the club in these challenging times and very 
much appreciated.

Fifty years, half a century…. No wonder I 
pondered a little about my life with my C-V8. I 
bought it when I was only 22 years old, I’m now 
66 but still going strong, so it’s already in my 
possession for 44 years. I did some work on the 
car, having it resprayed only once in its long life 
although it could do with a fair bit of TLC again 
now, something planned (again) during the next 
few months. I rebuilt the engine and gearbox; nice 
jobs for the winter but that is ages ago too.

We had our adventures. I drove it regularly 
across Europe and the UK; it let me down on only 
a few occasions but generated more smiles and 
curiosity than any other classic car I have ever had. 
No wonder we stayed loyal to each other.

However, what struck me most over all those 
years is the camaraderie encountered during the 
JOC meetings. I attended only a few over the years 
but every time there was something exceptional to 
remember.

During one meeting, at Chateau Impney if I 
remember correctly, the judges asked me to start 
the engine and immediately shouted “Stop, Stop”. 
It turned out the pipe running from the oil pump 
to the filter had cracked, spraying a fine mist of oil 
towards them. One JOC member had an engine for 
sale, dismantled and in the back of a van. I walked 
over and asked him if I could buy this oil pipe. 
The answer was short and to the point: “Are you 
bonkers? Why should I do that?” 

The guy climbed back into his van and I walked 
around rather desperate to find a replacement 
only to be followed back to my car by this same 
man, now in overalls and with the pipe and tools 
in his hand. In no time he exchanged it and wished 
me happy motoring and a safe return home. No 

matter what I offered, money, beers, lunch, it was 
all turned down.

On another occasion I was invited to drop by 
Herne Bay by Tony Clark and his family, on my way 
back from a JOC meeting to the Netherlands. Not 
only did they make lunch (or was it dinner?), they 
insisted I used their guestroom for the night and 
the next day they sent me off with four, hardly-
used Dunlop SP Sports tyres, since Tony found that 
his C-V8 had better handling on crossplys and the 
Dunlops were just filling up space in his garage 
(shared with his ISO Lele).

Then there was the trip to Rochdale, chasing 
John Pellow and his wife Maria, with him showing 
no mercy at all with the ‘foreigner’ on those narrow 
Yorkshire roads. 

It was the same attitude as at Tony’s; dinner and 
a place to sleep, and next day to his company where 
he showered me in original Jensen press material, 
original pictures and the priceless little grille that 
was missing from the scoop on the bonnet of my 
C-V8! At that time John published the A5-sized, 
silver and blue Jensen magazine and held loads of 
spares in the attic of his printing business.

Another time, there was a man who drove 
50 miles back home one evening during a JOC 
meeting, just to pick up a numberplate light he 
still had in his garage since mine was damaged. 
Again, no money changed hands, maybe a beer but 
certainly not much more.

These are all examples highlighting that clubs 
are actually not about cars, motorcycles or other 
classic vehicles but about people. People that 
care about their possessions but even more about 
the others they meet during events and other 
gatherings. 

Often they only briefly discuss their vehicles 
and more often than not, they have a real genuine 
interest in why somebody bought this brand or 
model, where they come from, how the historic 
vehicle scene is in other countries, etc.

 As a vice president of FIVA, the worldwide 
Federation of Vehicle Federations (such as the 
Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs), we 
meet a lot of people from every part of the world. 
Some have very exclusive vehicles, some have 
more everyday models, but what unites them is 
their interest in people with the same hobby and 
interests.

By the way, I was asked by our Indian member 
to do a presentation on a vehicle during a virtual 
meeting. The vehicle should be of particular 
interest due to novelty, design or other special 
characteristics, so my obvious choice is the Jensen 
FF! The exact date will be communicated later but I 
will make sure you’ll know in time, just in case you 
want to listen in.

For now, I wish you and the JOC board a healthy 
year of celebration and hope to be able to attend a 
JOC meeting again in the near future!

Ex-Jensen Motors Ltd  

Service Manager
BY DAVID MILLARD

T here was one person at Jensen Motors Limited 
who I believe has never been mentioned in 
the various chronicles of the company, and 

that is Tom Kileen. 
Tom was the service manager who I went to as 

his assistant service manager in 1965. I was 26 at the 
time having moved from The Rover Company Ltd 
where, having finished my apprenticeship I became 
a Land Rover special projects engineer. Tom, was a 
delightful English country gentleman type, always 
dressed in a tweed suit and brown brogues and drove 
a ‘Frogeye’ Sprite. His wife rode a motorbike and 

smoked cheroots. Tom’s main love in the automotive 
world was designing his own small GT cars and he 
wanted to get on with this. Consequently, about six 
months after I joined JML I was promoted to service 
manager and Tom went up into engineering to get on 
with his design work.

His cars were of monocoque construction and 
were of a two-seat GT design, with a rear-mounted 
powertrain. Alan Fraser, who ran a very successful 
transport company in Kent, became Tom’s backer 
and eventually three cars were built at JML for circuit 
racing. How successful they were I’m not sure, but 

it was not for the lack of expertise in design. Tom, I 
believe retired fully around 1969-1970 and then I lost 
track of him as I became more heavily involved in the 
main business at JML. He was a complete eccentric, 
but a true Brit in every sense. He believed he beat 
Colin Chapman to monocoque design for racing cars 
and was very critical of the C-V8 shape which he 
offered to redesign. But his offer was not taken up, as 
can be imagined.

I often think back about him, and in closing I must 
tell you of a true story that occurred in the first few 
weeks I worked with him. Lord David Strathcarron 
brought his 541 to the factory for a replacement 
engine to be fitted. Tom told him it would be ready in 
three weeks, and then promptly forgot to tell anyone 
else. Three weeks later both of us were looking out of 
Tom’s office window, when Tom says “My God, I have 
done nothing about this car,” as Lord Strathcarron 
walked from his taxi to the service reception office. 
Tom immediately got under his desk, said to me “Tell 
him I am not here today,” and sent me off to go and 
see if I could salvage from the most embarrassing 
situation with a peer of the realm. I met his Lordship 
as requested by Tom and thought the best plan was 
always the truth, so there I was, ‘cap in hand’, saying 
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Hope Healey
BY DERWIN HOPE

For as long as I can remember, cars have always 
held a special place in my life. Earliest memories 
are of Dinky Toy racing cars travelling down slopes 

and shooting off, with the axles liberally dosed with 
3-In-One oil to make them go faster and further than 
those of your competitors. My father’s cars evolved 
through Morris, Sunbeam and Alvis until he alighted 
at Jensen – beginning with a wonderful silver 541 that 
he took me to school in, the first of many Jensens he 
was to have. Much later I acquired a Jensen SP of 
my own and restored it to concourse condition in an 
era when they were almost universally scrapped and 
pulled apart for the more profitable activity of selling 
off spares. The story of my SP and its salvation was 
featured in the August 2018 edition of Classic Cars 
and the vehicle continues to be featured in prestige 
classic car shows.

But over the years I have also always loved the 
Healeys. My earliest abiding memory of them was 
when a new bright red 100/6 arrived in our village 
with a young (early 20s) Fleet Air Arm officer at the 
wheel who lived with his parents in the house next 
to the church. Oh my! What a head-turner in those 
austere days of the mid-1950’s! It was not long before 
my mate Robert and I, as boy scouts, tentatively made 
our way up the drive to knock on his door to ask if 
we could clean his car for Bob-a-Job week and then 
perhaps have a ride in it. He duly obliged and we 
were thrilled. Sadly, it was not long afterwards that he 
was killed in a flying accident after his plane went off 

the end of an aircraft carrier and plunged into the sea. 
The inquiry into his death decreed that from then on 
all aircraft carriers should have an elevated ramp at 
the front of the deck to assist in take-off and landing, 
and whenever I now see this feature on any aircraft 
carrier my mind always goes back to him and his 
lovely Healey.

Perhaps the Healey experience in our village 
influenced my mother, for she – always also one with 
an eye for nice cars – later persuaded my father to buy 
her an Austin-Healey 3000 which, for many years, 
provided her and the family with great enjoyment. 
Later, in the early 1970s when Jensen and Healey 
combined to produce the Jensen-Healey, I became 
the proud owner of a Buttercup Yellow one that 
I drove for many years around the UK and Europe 
with my then girlfriend Heidi (now my wife). This 
was followed by three Porsche 911s, before more 
mundane cars became the order of the day when 
children arrived. But I never lost my love of Jensens or 
Healeys as very special cars.

As my legal career took off and my family 
commitments grew, I kept my interest alive by reading 
and researching all I could about these two marques. 
I learnt how Donald Stokes cruelly parted Austin from 
Healey in 1968, just at the time when the Healeys 
were seeing the light on a new generation of cars that 
would have been, I believe, magnificent. Not only 
had there been the Rolls-Royce-powered 4000, but of 
more interest for the longer term were the ideas that 

Healey and MG had put together for a new Sprite/
Midget, with Geoff devising the mid-engined WAEC 
(Wheel at Each Corner) Sprite that he drove for about 
18 months to test his ideas. The Healeys certainly felt 
by now that mid-engined sports and racing cars were 
the way forward for the future, as also shown by the 
last three cars the Healeys bravely raced under their 
own name at Le Mans from 1968 to 1970 – and which 
have so splendidly been portrayed recently by David 
Matthews in his two-volume history From Gullwing 
to Spyder.

But with the need to do something quickly at 
Jensen after the loss of the Austin-Healey contract, the 
Jensen-Healey intervened in this progression. At the 
start all looked well. The new car was hailed by the 
motoring press as a concept that had Donald Healey’s 
ingenuity, practicability and panache stamped all 
over it, for in an era when British dropheads had been 
sought after and respected throughout the world, he 
had produced some of the best. The Healeys had also 
chosen to now collaborate with Lotus, and a contract 
was signed with that company to provide the engine 
for the car, the first time Lotus’ own 2-litre engine had 
been used in any vehicle. And the bodywork was to 
be built by Jensen, as the Austin-Healey 3000 had 
been, so the signs looked good. But all did not turn 
out well.

The car proved to be no real successor to the 
3000, being aimed by Jensen more at the larger MGB 
market, and there were supply difficulties with Lotus 
with the engine soon showing itself initially as being 
underdeveloped and unreliable, causing problems in 
particular all over America (its biggest market), but 
with Colin Chapman under the contract Jensen had 
signed with him being able to avoid compensation 
claims coming back to him. The oil crisis hit sales of 
Jensen Interceptors, and when the Healeys proposed 
a ‘shooting brake’ or GT version of their convertible, 
the Jensen management refused to allow the Healey 
name to be put on it, even wanting for a time to call it 

the new Jensen Interceptor instead. It is said that this 
attitude from the Jensen management was the final 
straw for Donald and Geoff, who walked away from 
Jensen at the end of 1975, deeply upset at the way 
they had been treated.

The car, meanwhile, soldiered on. In 1973 and 
again in 1974 racing versions won the Sports Car Club 
of America championships, and very narrowly missed 
out in 1975. An updated version produced by Bruce 
Qvale later won again in 1995, showing that Donald 
and Geoff’s basic concept was no bad car and had 
much development potential if it had been allowed 
to flourish. Jensen had produced a MkII version of the 
road car in 1974 – a much better car, but nevertheless 
one that still became unfairly but understandably 
bedevilled in the motoring press with bad headlines 
such as ‘Give a dog a bad name…’ etc. Production at 
Jensen lasted until 1975, when the company became 
insolvent (10,000 Jensen-Healeys by then having 
been sold). Interceptors also stopped being produced, 
and the Jensen GT (with the name of Healey still on 
the engine rocker covers!) was introduced by the 
administrators to try and save the company. It failed 
to do so, and Jensen closed in May 1976, with some 
attempts to revive it thereafter also having failed, to 
date.

This latter history of the Healeys greatly saddened 
me. Donald and Geoff and their loyal teams had 
produced some wonderful cars over the years and 
it seems to me that both the Austin and then the 
Jensen managements had treated them very badly, 
to say nothing of the financial disaster all this must 
have caused them. In view of past history, it was 
even claimed by a subsequent Jensen management 
attempting a revival that the Healeys could not now 
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legally use their own name in respect of any future 
cars. I felt desperately sorry for them and wanted 
somehow to do my bit to show that all was not lost 
and that the sun could shine again on the Healey 
world. 

In 1988 I began mentally assessing how this could 
be done, not as a paper exercise but by producing 
an actual ‘new’ Healey. I decided to start where the 
Healeys had left off 15 years earlier with the Jensen-
Healey and assessed critically every aspect of the 
car with a view to now making it a worthy successor 
to the 3000 rather than an MGB replacement. This, 
to me, obviously meant changing the engine and 
gearbox to something more appropriate. The racing 
experiences both in America and also in England 
(with Dealer Team Vauxhall and the famous ‘Droop 
Snoot’ cars that had the same basis as the Jensen-
Healey) showed that the car could handle greater 
power, and looking at the engine bay of the Jensen-
Healey I could see no reason why a suitable V8 
would not fit in there beautifully without the need 
for bodywork modification. The Lotus engine was a 
canted-over four cylinder (known as the Slant-4) and 
the Healeys had designed the bay with matching slant 
sides. I thought I could do it without even having to 
use the offset bulge on the bonnet.

My engine of choice was the Rover V8, together 
with the LT77 five-speed gearbox that went with 
it. Not only did I love this engine, but it, with this 

gearbox, was also a contemporary of the car, which 
was important to me. I did not know until much later 
that Geoff had worked in Vehicle Development at 
Rover after he left Jensen, and he was to tell me that 
“everyone at Rover had a love for the V8”. It came as 
no surprise. 

By the middle of 1990 I had produced my red 
prototype and wanted in particular to know what the 
Healeys thought of it. Sadly Donald had died by then, 
but Geoff was living at Barford and I wanted him to 
see the car, especially as I knew he was the engineer 
in the family, working with his father, and I had the 
ultimate respect for his opinion. I wrote to him and 
a meeting was arranged. He told me he could not 
wait to see the car. This proved to be the case, for 
no sooner had I pulled up outside his home than he 
came out in his carpet slippers, gesturing for me to 
click open the bonnet – I hadn’t even gone to his door 
to introduce myself. As soon as he lifted the bonnet 
he exclaimed: “Why didn’t we think of this?”. He 
looked it all over carefully and it is no exaggeration to 
say that he was thrilled at what he saw.

He had never before linked this car with this 
engine, but had no hesitation in approving what he 
saw. I, of course, was delighted and so pleased to see 
him so enthusiastic about it. I took him for a run in it 
and then spent hours at his home discussing it, the 
Healey history and the type of cars he and his father 
would have liked to produce if they had been free to 

do so, based on what they had been doing in the late 
1960’s.

I wrote about my V8 prototype and my meeting 
with Geoff for the August 1990 edition of Rev 
Counter, calling the car at that time the Jensen V8 
Healey. Apart from two positive articles in motoring 
magazines, describing the car as ‘Born Again’ and 
praising its new engineering, nothing further however 
happened at that time. I drove the car for some time, 
but then sold it to an enthusiast and lost track of it 
when I moved due to my work commitments. The 
Jensen Owners’ Club could only tell me later that it 
disappeared from DVLA records in 2010. The car 
might have disappeared, but it was not forgotten by 
me. Nor were the Healeys. Geoff had sadly died in 
1994 but I treasured what he had said about my ideas, 
work and ability with the Healey, and had given me 
signed written authority to produce such cars in the 
future. I knew now that I was the only person in 
the world to have such signed encouragement and 
authority and so I kept a close eye on how the Healey 
marque might progress in the future. I watched as 
Healey family members sold up and how Tim Fenna 
and Daniel Schlatter failed in their efforts. Between 
2012 and 2018 nothing happened when it should 
have done, and by 2018 I found that the Healey 
companies had been scheduled as ‘dormant’. To my 
mind this was not the Healey legacy that I wanted 
to see happen and so decided to try again to see if I 
could do something. 

By now I had retired and had nearly completed one 
of my aims on retirement – to write Charles Dickens’ 
real and true life story using his own words (see 
dickensmylife.com), so my thoughts began turning to 
the Healey V8 again. Could I now produce another 
new Healey, using all the things I had learnt 30 years 
before, and now having Geoff’s written authority to 
do so? I decided to give it another go, and to see 
now what Healey enthusiasts in particular around the 
world would think of my ideas having fully discussed 
them with Geoff and gained his approval. I also 
turned the clock back nearly 50 years and managed 
to track down, with the assistance of the Droop Snoot 
Group, the only surviving member of the original 
DTV (Dealer Team Vauxhall) racing team – Gerry 
Johnstone, the chief engineer to Bill Blydenstein, 
when they were producing and racing the DTV cars, 
driven so spectacularly by Gerry Marshall.

It was really enjoyable and rewarding talking about 
those times and the way in which he made the cars 
handle so well. My task now was to get a reasonable 
base car that I could work on. I found one in Bexhill-
on-Sea, a Buttercup Yellow one that was virtually 
identical to the one I had bought new in 1974. I also 
found a really good mechanic to assist me who, with 
his mate, turned out to be brilliant. I set about sourcing 
all the parts needed and built up a voluminous file in 
the process but found that even now it was possible to 
get them. I stuck to using all the components I could 
from the 1970s that were available when the Healeys 
first developed the car, but with the intent now on 

producing the true successor to the 3000. Once 
the mechanical side was done, I took the car to Bill 
Rawles for him and his team to do up the bodywork 
to the standard I required. They did an excellent job 
and I was delighted when Bill wrote to me saying 
“I must say, I was impressed with the quality of the 
installation of the V8. It makes the car look, sound 
and perform the way it should have in the 70s”. This 
was exactly what I had set out to achieve and hoped 
others would find the same. 

My last task was to find a name for the car. 
Because of the history and the type of car it had now 
become, I considered it should no longer have the 
name Jensen associated with it for the future. It is 
obviously a 3500 V8 but not an Austin-Healey, nor 
simply a Healey, and my mind went to what I had read 
in Peter Garnier’s biography of Donald Healey when, 
on a transatlantic crossing in December 1949, Donald 
had had a chance meeting with George Mason, the 
President of the Nash Kelvinator Corporation and the 
Nash-Healey had resulted. My meeting with Geoff 
had been a planned rather than a chance one, I had 
produced a working prototype of a new Healey and 
Geoff had totally approved of it. Moreover, he had 
given me written authority to continue this into the 
future and had told me he was sure his father would 
have felt likewise. I have accordingly decided to name 
my venture the Hope-Healey, have trademarked this 
name and, with Daniel Schlatter’s approval, the logo 
that also represents this. 

I know what Geoff wanted to happen and I am 
going to try and provide it for him to honour his and 
his father’s memory. The hours I spent with Geoff 
were wonderful, and I am determined to do all I can 
to now bring something back to the future of the 
Healey marque. I realise that some will only want 
a past for the Healeys and I respect that view, but I 
believe that Healeys can and do have a great future 
that is possible without in any way affecting the past 
– just so long as it is totally in keeping with the things 
I discussed at length with Geoff. I now have 10 years 
to see if I can prove I am worthy of that legacy. I hope 
you will give me the chance to do so.
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I used to and I only use it for shows now as I have a 
daily driver for when I’m here.”

I made a proposal to Bob that if he sold the car 
to me we could do the shows together and I would 
collect and return him to his door on those days. 
“Nope - not for sale” was still his reply.

Some hours later Bob asked me would I keep 
to my word if he sold me the car. “Absolutely,” I 
replied, and we shook hands on the deal (we hadn’t 
even discussed a price at this point). Eventually we 
negotiated a price and the car was mine. As the 
members of the Cheshire area will know I kept to 
my word and took Bob to any and every show that 
he wanted to go to. He became a family friend and 
even visited my home on a few occasions; on one day 
he rang me and asked could he come over, he just 
wanted to wash and polish the car. He stayed for tea 
with us and was such a pleasure to be around.

In 2016 our car won Chairman’s Choice at the 
International. I couldn’t wait to tell Bob and share the 
moment with him. 

Illness
Sadly, 24 months or so ago, Bob was diagnosed with 
cancer. He went for treatment and fought it. The 
last show he came with us to was Gawsworth Hall 
in 2019. He showed up on his own at Tatton Park 
in August 2019 after having told me he wasn’t going 
because the medication was making him unwell, but 
at the last moment he made the effort. 

He was looking somewhat frail and unwell at this 
point.

At the start of COVID Bob was stuck in Spain and 
sadly couldn’t even return to the UK. Eventually he did 
get back to the UK and had more treatment. We had 
a number of phone conversations but they became 
less and less as the year progressed. We last spoke 
in February 2021 where he was saying he wanted to 
return to Spain to be with family.

Have a safe trip my friend, you will be missed.
Steve Makin  

(Proud owner of your car, FAB 416J)

Bob Newton 
21 June 1939 - 04 April 2021

BY STEVE MAKIN

Meeting Bob

I met Bob in the summer of 2012 after I had just 
purchased my first Jensen car, which was a white 
MkIII Interceptor. I was very proud to show this 

car, and attended my first International, entering the 
Bronze category and placing third. I was so pleased.

The following show was Tatton Park in August 
2012 and this is where I first encountered Bob. His 
car, a bright yellow MkII FF stood out on the stand 
in a true 1970s flamboyant colour. I was blown 
away; I had seen a few FFs before but never had the 
opportunity to get up so close with one.

I introduced myself to Bob and we discussed our 
cars. I told him how much I loved his car. As the day 
went on, I found myself somewhat drawn to Bob; his 
knowledge of the car, Jensen Motors and all things 
Jensen was amazing.

How did Bob come about buying his FF?
Bob had grown up with Hugh Wainwright as a school 
friend; they remained friends up until Hugh’s death.

Of course if anyone doesn’t know who he was, 
it was Hugh Wainwright who took over the failed 
Jensen Motors Ltd in 1989 and transformed it into 
Jensen Sales Ltd. He ran that up until 1992, during 
which time he acquired the FF as his daily driver and 
drove the car right up until his death. His wife Judith 
Wainwright drove the car for some time but after six 
months or so rang Bob and offered him Hugh’s car as 

she couldn’t face driving it, assuring Bob that it is what 
Hugh would have wanted.

Home life
Bob lived half the year in Spain with his wife and 
family, and the other half in the UK where he had 
a flat in Hale that was home to the car. He would 
drive it throughout the summer and garage it up for 
the winter, draining fluids before he went back off to 
Spain for the colder months.

Jokes about purchasing his car
I remember saying to Bob, “If you ever sell that car 
I will buy it”. He responded by saying that it would 
never be for sale. We laughed about it and while I 
would say “Name your price”, he never did.

Two years passed and I saw Bob at shows around 
the north west. It became a thing between us. He 
would often say “Before you ask it’s not for sale” as 
his opening greeting.

We became good friends and he loved chatting 
to Chanita, my daughter, who has travelled all over 
the UK in Jensen cars as well. We went out for the 
odd curry night and he shared many stories of bygone 
days, with Jensen cars at the heart of his anecdotes.

Stuck under my car
In August 2014  I went to Tatton Park show with my 
MkIII and Bob was there but with no FF. I jokingly 
asked if he had “sold it behind my back?” He laughed, 
then told me the woe he had recently experienced 
with the car.

The Yellow Peril, as he called it, had developed 
an oil leak which he had established was coming 
from a shaft on the side of the gearbox. He ordered 
a replacement seal and had the car jacked up and on 
axle stands to do the job, then suddenly found his arm 
to be stuck over the front prop shaft. He couldn’t get 
it back out again and struggled for about five minutes 
or so before reaching for a spanner and disconnecting 
the front prop shaft to release himself. Somewhat 
bewildered and dazed, he left the car and locked up 
the garage.

“So where is the car now?” I asked. He said he 
had had a fright and got the car towed into a local 
garage to get the work done, to which I responded 
that he should have sold it to me years ago rather than 
messing around under it at his age. “It’s not for sale,” 
he replied. “But you are right. It would probably be 
in a better condition if I had. I can’t maintain it like 
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number S1083 / 100, with registration 862 EUY) that 
shows an extra mention on the plate: ‘Chrysler no: 
61’. This could mean that another experiment took 
place in 1961 (?), but there is no confirmation of this.

Ultimately, Jensen Motors did not continue with 
a Chrysler V8 for the 541S. The reason was that the 
Chrysler FirePower Hemi was now obsolete and had 
already been replaced by a different engine. As a 
result, the FirePower engine was increasingly difficult 
to obtain, and costs also played a major role.

The experiments however did result in Jensen 
switching to V8 engines for the years after the 541S.

Yet in the meantime, a 541S would be equipped 
with a V8 one more time, although that did not happen 
at Jensen Motors. In 1962 Donald Healey, who had 
strong relations with Jensen due to the contract to 
build Austin Healey, ordered a 541S without engine 
and gearbox. At his own factory in Warwick, Donald 
Healey fitted the car with a 5258cc V8 from a 
Chevrolet Corvette, coupled with a General Motors 
two-speed automatic gearbox. Healey liked the 
handling of the 541S but wanted more performance 
to travel between his Cornish home and the Warwick 
factory in a sporty way. Donald Healey used this car 
to his full satisfaction until November 1964. Then it 
was sold. At the moment this car is still in the UK in 
good and unrestored condition.

Over the years, there have been owners who 
have been looking for even better performance 
(or perhaps greater reliability) and have installed a 
different engine on their own initiative. The fact that 
people wanted to race the car sometimes prompted 
adjustments. Fortunately, these conversions are 
tracked as much as possible by David Turnage, the 
JOC registrar of the 541 models. We received the 
following information from him:

The 541R (6011/484), which was exported to 
the United States, has been converted into a racing 
car by the Swiss Sbarro Motors and is accordingly 
equipped with a burly V8.

The 541S with chassis number 100S / 1034 has 
only recently been equipped with a modern V8, after 
previously a six-cylinder engine from a Jaguar XK had 
been installed.

The 541R (4319/362), which is currently being 
restored, has already been fitted with a Rolls-Royce 
V8 in recent years.

It also happens those cars are returned to (as 
much as possible) original specifications. An example 
of this is the 5412R (4319/315), which was initially 
released with a DS7 engine, but later equipped with 
a Jaguar XK engine and was again equipped with an 
Austin power source in 2015, although a DS5 had to 
be used. The owner couldn’t find a DS7. This car with 

registration VUV 105 is currently for sale at Bridge 
Classic Cars in Woodbridge.

Bridge Classic Cars has also been the home of 
another 541R (328/4319) for the past two and a half 
years, which is currently in the spotlight. My car, ex-
factory equipped with the rare DS7 Austin power 
source, was taken by its owner in 1957 after his 
emigration to the United States. A publication by one 
of the later owners, Peter Becker, shows that the car 
was normally used as a means of transport until early 
1967.

In 1969 it was decided to replace the engine 
with a new Chevrolet Corvette 365bhp ‘Small Block’ 
engine. A certain Sarkis Najjarian of Najjarian Auto 
Sports in Boston was commissioned to do this. A 
number of other adjustments were also made to the 
car to handle the extra forces. The total bill must have 
been something like $10,000. In 1977 the car was 
bought for a price of $1200 by the aforementioned 
Peter, who in no time had recouped the purchase 
price with street racing. In fact, Peter Becker made 
$12,000 in eight months. In 1978, after the rear 
suspension had failed, the car was put away and 
taken out again after 11 years for a restoration. A 
lot was done on the car around 1989/1990, but the 

BY JOERG HUSKEN

A s we know, the Jensen 541 in all its variants is 
equipped with an Austin six-cylinder 4-litre 
(3993cc) inline engine as standard. Most of 

them were fitted with three SU carburettors. The car 
delivered a respectable 125 HP in this form. This 
engine, also known under the designation DS5 and 
originally from the Austin Sheerline, was also used in 
the Jensen PW and the ‘early’ Interceptor, although 
it breathed in that car through a single carburettor.

The Jensen 541R was introduced in 1957. It was 
equipped with an improved version of the engine 
(DS7), which featured two larger double SUs, which 
were mounted on the right-hand side due to the 
modified cylinder head. In this form, the car delivered 
no less than 140 HP.

Unfortunately, the DS7 engine was soon phased 
out by Austin and as a result Jensen had to equip the 
541R with the original DS5 engine, as well as fit it to 
its successor, the 541S. The sources differ about the 
exact number of copies of the Jensen 541R equipped 
with the DS7 variant. Numbers ranging from 40 
to 57 pieces are mentioned. In his book “All the 
Models“, Richard Calver puts it at about 50 of the 
total production of 193.

In general, it can be said that both the DS5 and 
the DS7 were powerful engines, which already 
delivered a high torque at very low revs. Furthermore, 
coupled with the four-speed Austin gearbox and later 
the four-speed Moss gearbox (and the Rolls-Royce 
automatic transmission on most of the 541S models), 
they offered the driver of all variants of the 541 the 
necessary driving pleasure, certainly in combination 
with the overdrive on the manual ones. The 541 was 

and still is a wonderful car to travel.
Although the performance of the 541, the 541 

Deluxe and the 541R could be called very good, the 
Jensen brothers decided to experiment with a V8 
engine in a 541 Deluxe (which, by the way, already 
had many external and internal characteristics of the 
541R). The car turned out to be perfectly suitable for 
the installation of a V8 FirePower Hemi from Chrysler. 
Only the steering column needed some adjustment.

After the test, which was very satisfactory, the 
Jensen brothers saw more opportunities for export to 
the United States. The SEA 770 car was registered 
by Jensen Motors and was widely used by Richard 
Jensen from April 1958 to May 1959. After that the 
car was sold equipped with an Austin DS5 engine. 
Today the car is in Switzerland and in the good hands 
of Felix Kistler, who is seriously considering installing 
a Chrysler FirePower engine again!

Further experiments from Jensen Motors began 
in 1959 with pre-production of the successor to the 
541R, which would eventually become the 541S, but 
was initially referred to as the 541 MkII. The fact that 
the 541S is also wider than its predecessors seem to 
be proof of plans to continue with a V8 for this type. 
It seems that Jensen performed such an experiment 
three more times, with an RHD manual model (JM 
/ EXP / 100), an RHD with automatic gearbox (JM / 
EXP / 101) and with a manual LHD (JM / EXP / 102).

Ultimately, all these cars were sold, but after they 
were again equipped with the well-known Austin 
DS5 power source. Actually, the identification plate 
of these cars does not show that a car was ever 
equipped with a V8. Yet there is a 541S (chassis 

The story of the Jensen 541s 
with a little extra
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A Jensen  
-Healey  
at last

BY JOE CHAMBERLAIN   

W hen I was 16, my paper-round route 
took me past a car-lot which contained 
a beautiful white sports car. Each week I 

lusted after that car and it sowed a seed in my heart. 
Roll the clock forward 42 years and a pandemic 
later and the time had come. To be honest, I’d been 
planning to get some kind of proper soft-top car for 
years but building a new garage during lockdown 
removed my final excuse for prevarication.

My shortlist included the MX-5, MR2 and 
maybe even a Z4, Porsche Boxster or Audi TT (all 
astonishingly good value right now) but what I 
really wanted was a proper open-top, like the ones I 
remembered.   So I went to view a nice MkIII Spitfire 
and I nearly bought a TR6. Then I remembered the 
Jensen-Healey. I hadn’t seen one for years, were 
there even any still alive? 

Not many, but more than I was expecting. As 
lockdown relaxed and the nice weather returned, a 
small flurry of adverts started to appear. Altogether 
I viewed/investigated about six cars but it was quite 
hard work and all of them were compromises. All of 
the cars I viewed (probably typical of most of the cars 
which survive) had been extensively restored 20 or 
30 years ago and hardly used at all since.  The MOT 
records for three of the cars were astonishing, only 
one or two miles recorded annually, year after year – 
why didn’t the owners just SORN them? One of the 
cars was in Germany, a very nice right-hand drive 

MkII and by lucky chance I have a friend who lives 
nearby (a Lotus Elan owner in fact) who was happy to 
inspect it for me. Sadly the cost, hassle and delay of 
importing the car made the deal uneconomic.

In the end I took the advice in Rob Heydon’s 
excellent buyer’s guide and bought the best example 
I could find. It’s a MkI which has had the full 
renovation treatment; not perfect, but better than any 
others I’d seen. The cockpit has been re-upholstered 
and retrimmed in black with white piping; an 
expensive job and very smart. It has the original floor 
mats too. The seller told me that he has carried out 
a lot of maintenance himself and the car certainly 
drives nicely, everything working as it should. There 
is very little history with it, but I am trusting that if 
someone invested so much money in the bodywork 
and trimming they would not have completely 
neglected the mechanicals. It must have received 
considerable maintenance to still be working well 
at 90,000 miles. However, several puddles of oil 
appeared on my newly painted garage floor and 
when I crawled underneath to investigate I spotted a 
number of things I wasn’t happy about. I’m making a 
list. Hopefully, she’ll see me through the summer and 
I can plan on starting the spanner-work next winter.

What a nice car to drive, all that I’d hoped for 
and still one of the most beautiful open-top cars 
ever designed. And, best of all, just like my boyhood 
dream car from all those years ago, it’s white.

restoration was never fully completed. 
After Peter’s sudden death the car was sold by 

the landlord of his workshop to get back some of 
the outstanding rent. It was advertised in the JOC 
forum, and I was interested in buying the project. 
Unfortunately, a person nearby with cash at hand was 
faster – don´t forget the car was still in Massachusetts 
at that time.

Some time later I was able to purchase #493, the 
last ever build Jensen 541R as a restoration project 
from a Dutch Classic car dealer. The car was stored 
for some years in my workshop while I was busy 
with other things and also planning the restoration. 
As always, my first thoughts are related to the 
engine. Thankfully Denis Welch Racing reintroduced 
the aluminium heads for the 541R engine. The 
mould came originally from Paul Boulton who 
runs Appleyard Parts and Service at that time. So, 
head number one went into my storage after it was 
presented on the NEC.

At some point I realised that the restoration of a 
541R need much time and skills – and I have a great 
lack of both. That’s why in 2018 #493 crossed the 
channel on its way to Ipswich. Bridge Classic cars 
had done three other 541 before they started with 
mine. They did everything but the engine; it went 
to Denis Welch Racing and came back with about 
200HP at the wheels.

Then, at the end of 2018, the 541R with the 
Corvette engine (still in bits and pieces) appeared in 
the JOC forum again. The man with cash was not 
able to get a clear US title for the car and wanted to 
get at least some of that cash back. A sleepless night 
later we made the deal, and the car came back to 
Britain in a container, declared as ‘classic car parts’. 

In the period from October 2018 to May 2021, 
the two unequal siblings at Bridge Classic Cars 
have undergone a ‘nut and bolt’ restoration. The 
cars were completely dismantled and completely 
rebuilt from the chassis, of course after everything 
had been made completely rust-free by means of 
blasting and treating in such a way that rust would 
no longer have a chance of success. Everything has 

been made as new again; the wheel suspension, the 
polyester bodywork, the chrome, the upholstery, etc. 
The Corvette engine with transmission and drivetrain 
were also completely overhauled. Power steering 
was also fitted as a modification, which is not a 
superfluous luxury. Bridge Classic Car’s website has 
an extensive report with detailed photos. The end 
result will go down in history as the Jensen 541RS.

After a process of more than two and a half years, 
in which the car was built entirely according to my 
wishes and to a very high-quality standard, the final 
result was shown to me and my little son. On that 
occasion, we also saw #492, now a black Jensen 
541R, according to the original specifications, so with 
the Austin DS5 engine. 

After a few more minor adjustments, both cars 
have been shipped to Germany, where they will both 
be added to my collection of odd Jensens and have a 
new lease of life.
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found some secondhand ones on a front hub from a 
dismantled C-V8 which appeared to be in excellent 
condition. I fully agree with anyone that (rightly) 
points out that we should avoid using secondhand 
parts for safety critical applications on a car, but I 
suspect that many good used parts are of better 
quality than some of the new equivalents available.

The C-V8 front hub was mounted in a big bench 
vice and the locking nuts loosened. These 7/16 UNF 
half nuts (thinner than a standard UNF nut) will 
probably not turn right off the stud until the stud 
is partially removed. To remove the studs without 
damage two full height nuts are locked together and 
the stud turned out of the hub. After some degreasing, 
wire brushing and thread tidying with a 7/16 UNF die 
nut (a die nut is more appropriate than an adjustable 
split die for this job as the thread is cleaned rather 
than risking it being recut undersize), the refurbished 
studs and half nuts, to be fitted, looked as Figure 3 
(NB the shakeproof washers are new):

Removing the damaged studs from the rear wheel 
of the car proved a lot more difficult:
1. Chock the front wheels
2. Jack up the rear of the car and position an axle 

stand under the chassis
3. Remove wheel and position it flat under the 

chassis
4. Rotate hub to a convenient position for the stud 

to be removed
5. Lock up the rear hubs (handbrake on, car in gear 

or park)

6. Undo lock nut! If only…. Using the correct sized 
snap on AF open ended spanner (11/16) plus 
some extra leverage resulted in a rounded lock 
nut

7. There is no space to use a nut splitter, so I 
resorted to using a carbide rotary tool in the 
Dremel to grind a V into the accessible part 
of the lock nut. Then a small cold chisel and 
hammer can be used to split the nut

8. Two full height nuts locked together on the stub 
would not budge it, so knowing that the stud was 
to be discarded, I used a stud extractor to slowly 
release the stud from the hub. Eventually it gave 
way and the old stud, lock nut and shakeproof 
washer were parted from the hub

9. I cleaned the female thread in the hub with a tap
10. The ‘new; stud was then threaded into the hub 

(it can only go in one way round – the shorter 
length of thread goes into the hub) after applying 
some medium strength thread lock liquid. The 
locking nut (more Loctite 243) and shakeproof 
washer has to be threaded on the back before 
tightening the stud.

11. To tighten the stud use two full height nuts 
locked together and then holding the stud 
tighten the lock nut on the back. Remove the 
two full height nuts and the stud is ready for use.

12. Repeat the whole exercise for the second failed 
stud

13. Refit the wheel, lower to the ground, remove 
wheel chocks and the job is completed

High mileage 541S
Unplanned but essential maintenance 

BY DAVID TURNAGE

H aving taken all the wheels off the 541S for 
a routine check, I discovered a potentially 
dangerous fault which needed to be 

addressed urgently.
The rear wheel studs on the near side had 

stretched permanently due to overtightening by some 
heavy handed mechanic (ie ME!) and in my opinion 
needed to be changed urgently. Note that the thread 
pitch is not consistent down the length of the stud 
and the diameter of the stud is ‘waisted’ or reduced 
vs the part of the thread that engages with the wheel 
nut. These wheel studs will fail with potentially 
catastrophic results, if not replaced.

Wheel studs on most cars since the 1960s are 
inserted from behind the hub which would mean that 
the brake disc has to be separated from the hub which 

in turn has to be pulled from the axle assembly. This 
necessitates a very large hydraulic puller (heat, sledge 
hammer and other extreme techniques) and is a job 
that beats many experienced and competent home 
mechanics. Thankfully the 541R and 541S back axles 
use wheel studs that are inserted from the front of the 
hub with a lock hut on the back.

Having worked this out, the next problem was 
to identify a supplier of new wheel studs for a rare 
car such as the Jensen 541S (it appears that they are 
common to the more plentiful and better-supported 
Jaguar XK150). For many classic and more modern 
cars, a set of wheel studs is easily sourced and easily 
afforded (typically less than £1 each), for the XK 150 
they are more than £12 each plus VAT, shipping and 
import duties from SC Parts in Germany! Luckily I 

Figure 1: damaged wheel stud
Figure 2: second damaged wheel stud
Figure 3: ‘new’ studs and lock nuts
Figure 4: undoing lock nut and extracting stud
Figure 5:  V ground into recalcitrant lock nut 

plus inevitable damage from stud 
extractor

Figure 6: finally able to remove old stud
Figure 7: tidying up thread in hub
Figure 8:  lock nut on rear plus two locked nuts 

to tighten new stud into hub
Figure 9:    ‘Loctite 243 Lock N Seal’
Main image: ‘new’ studs in place

1 2 3 4
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BY LEAH GUILLIARD-WATTS  
AND ALEX LAWRENCE
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A Family 
Legacy



There is a saying that engineers like to solve 
problems and if there are no problems readily 
available, they will create their own.

‘Dad does like to start jobs, that’s for sure, but 
whether he finishes them, that’s another story,’ says 
Phil Spencer of his father. One job that his father has 
completed very well is that of instilling a love and 
admiration of Jensen within not only his son, but his 
family. Occasionally people are destined to have a 
love affair with a car throughout their life and this 
story has carried on across the generations.

David Spencer was a student when he saw the 
debut of the new Jensen 541R at the 1957 London 
Motor Show. The shape of the design and the 
lightweight materials used were just so alluring to 
this young engineer. The price though proved to be 
his downfall. It may have had a terrific turn of speed 
but the price was just as stratospheric. The top speed 
of over 125mph was so exhilarating that Autocar and 
others raved about it. It was the fastest four-seater 
they had reviewed in their hallowed pages.

Dashed  by the price, the young man grew 
to become not only a gifted engineer but also a 
businessman and finally he attained ownership of 
his idolised Jensen. Not only did that affection work 
on David, it may have worked on his wife a little too. 

‘It came up in conversation only recently that my 
parents courted in this very car,’ beams Phil. The 
memories that cars give us from driving holidays, 
fighting with siblings over who sits where, through to 
passing your test and beyond, are all personal stories. 
It is fitting then that Jensen is still very prevalent in all 
things family Spencer.

But it didn’t stop with the 541. In 1981, while 
the family were living in Worcester and David 
was commuting to his business in Coventry and 
Birmingham, a Jensen FF arrived. To the nearly 
10-year-old Phil Spencer, this was as though the 
future had arrived.

‘It was like an aeroplane in the garage and all I 
wanted to do was see it fly,’ he says of the car. His 
father must have agreed as he did indeed want to let it 
fly, to see what happened. What follows is a memory 
of all the siblings about to car on the school run. 
Today, a seemingly endless stream of parents slowly 
file in and out of the gates to drop off their beloved 
children. In the late 1970s, it appears it was a little 
less busy.

His sister has a very clear mental picture of a 
certain spirited drive to school.

‘Three of us were in the back and me being the 
smallest, I got sat in the middle,’ she says with a grin. 
‘Dad went for an overtake and then kept on going. It 
was the first time we did a hundred miles an hour!’ 
She rolls her eyes at the memory.

The opportunities to talk about a car with friends 
and family is the point for car people and non-car 
people too. It is a common ground that transcends the 
seemingly mundane point of driving to work and back 
and rekindles memories of a simpler time. But it isn’t 
just the look of a car. It is the smell, the feeling of the 
curves, the sitting in the seats. It can be the things that 
don’t work properly that also make it feel vulnerable 
and human. A door that needs to be slammed just 
so or a gear change that, when made correctly, feels 
satisfying.

‘We moved to the farm when dad left the business 
and while it was great to have space and lots to 
explore, dad was so busy that the cars were parked 
and left.’ For a long time, they were referred to as his 
father’s retirement projects. He still remembers quite 
vividly that he would get shouted at for leaning his 
bike against the 541 while he jumped into the FF to 
pretend to drive it.

Just the other day, the circle of life completed as 
Phil, who has inherited his father’s 541, had his own 
son lean his bike against it. ‘I immediately told him 
to move his bike off the car and it resonated that I 
had become my father,’ he says. He loves the lines 
of the 541 but as it was the car his father drove the 
most miles in, there is a heavy sentimental value 
for him attributed to the car. ‘It is still dad’s car,’ he 
says. We agreed that we would get it running again. 
Together we made it good enough to pass its MoT, 
some feat considering it hadn’t moved for fifty years.’

It wasn’t until his father’s 85th birthday that Phil 
went and took him out in it. It was quite emotional 
for Phil as it was the first time in those 50 years that 
the car had driven under its own steam back up the 
family farm track. 

But what of the FF? That has been here for 20 
years. 

It was that spaceship and futuristic family car that 
came and inspired but now is is time to let it go. The 
Spencer siblings have all become benefactors of one 
of the Spencer senior’s collection. An Alvis and Riley 
have gone to the daughters, Phil has the 541, but 
what about his other brother?

‘He too wants a 541 but with only the one in the 
family, the plan is for the FF to be sold with one of 
the Jensen Owners’ Clubs’ advertisers based within 
Oxfordshire, of who my father has known and used 
for several years, and the proceeds will be put to 
sourcing another 541 for the family,’ says Phil.

You can say what you like about Jensens but it is 
always special to have them as part of your family.
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Name Your Favourite

Classic Car
BY LIZ BAKER

A round 20 years ago, my husband 
asked me to name my favourite 
classic car. I told him it was a 

Jensen Interceptor. This, he decided, was 
the green light to acquire another British 
classic.

Purchased through Cropredy, the 
MkIII joined the rest of the collection in 
November 2000 and has remained here 
ever since.

It was given its own air time in a 
dehumidified garage and run during the 
summer months by my husband, taken 
to JOC meets and entered in concourses, 
winning silver place on a couple of 
occasions.

He attended to her servicing and 
general maintenance but unfortunately, 
he died young in 2012. However, the 
Interceptor has remained here with me.

I recently joined the Jensen Owner’s 
Club and was invited to write a small piece 
about my vehicle, so here we go.

This Mk III was first registered in 1973 
and over its 48 years has changed colour 
from tangerine to blue, but still has its original cream 
upholstery and carpets that suit it so well. She spent 
some of her life in Jersey which greatly assisted in the 
preservation of the bodywork.

Remarkably over its near 50 years, this vehicle 
has only 21,300 miles on its clock, barely run in, 
with Bob Cherry when he was at Cropredy stating 
that it was probably the lowest mileage Jensen still 
in existence…unless someone out there knows 
otherwise.

Any history obtained with the car is still held and 
I think I can remember seeing a black and white 
photo of it ready for delivery from the factory in West 
Bromwich.

The only problem regarding the car is me. I am 
all of five foot nothing, so when I go out in it, the 
Jensen looks like it is driving itself. Being vertically 
challenged as they say (or just short), I can barely 
see over the steering wheel, and it takes experienced 
guesswork when it comes to driving, as I cannot see 
over the bonnet.

I recall back in the early 2000s I was asked to 
drive a bride to her wedding in the car. There she 
was all squashed into the front passenger seat with 

her dress and veil stuffed in, navigating us to the 
wedding venue in rally stage style, directing me into 
and out of bends along country lanes. On the way 
to the reception, it was down to three bridesmaids 
becoming the back seat drivers directing me along 
the route.

We all lived the tell the tale and there was not a 
mark on the car.

All that said, the reason I love the MkIII is not 
for its fuel economy but for the unique body styling, 
particularly the rear window and that wonderfully 
long bonnet, which turns heads along with the sound 
of that 7-litre engine. Not that I can see the heads as 
I’m too busy guessing where I’m going.

She prompts many conversations with people 
who know what they are looking at, who are usually 
of a ‘certain age’, or she completely bewilders those 
who have never seen one before and who need to 
know what make she is.

Unfortunately, when you turn up on regular 
occasions to fill up, you do get that comment or look 
that implies, ‘Does your old man know you’re driving 
his car?’

She is a beast of a motor, but I love her. 
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different models from nine different brands. In other 
words, a real patchwork family with children from 
different parents. We’re all GT coupés first presented 
in the 1970s and my man keeps on telling me that 
he loves me just as dearly as the other kids. I believe 
him. Next to German, Italian and even Japanese 
siblings, there are three Brits in the family; a 1973 
Triumph GT6 Mk III in a Carmine Red dress (man, if 
she wasn’t my sister, she would be my lover!) and a 
rare 1991 Jaguar XJ-S Le Mans V12 Coupe.

My man and I did share a special moment; the 
JOC Chemnitz weekend in Germany in 2017. I was 
the only child with him that weekend so it will always 
stand out in my memory. The winding back country 
roads of the beautiful Ore Mountains (Erzgebirge) 
in the Eastern part of Germany on that sunny 
September weekend were just made for me. On one 
of the outings, my man and I had a blast chasing an 
Interceptor. 

He would manage to get away from us on the 
straights, but I would always close in on him again at 
every next bend. He couldn’t escape from me; I was 
totally thrilled!

My man keeps on telling me that the JOC 
Chemnitz was the best club event he ever attended 
(he’s been to others with my siblings of course). But I 
believe him again. It truly bonded us and it’s that little 
secret we hide from the bunch.

So, over to you big Jensens, you 541s, C-V8s and 
Interceptors! What do YOU have to say?

If you don’t step forward, I will ask my big bro’ 
XJ-S Brooklands Green to punch ya in the face! But 
not sure you’ll like that in a JOC magazine.

Every Jensen
must have its say – Part II
1975 JENSEN GT (AND ITS OWNER BERND WILMER)

H ello Healey Bright Blue. My name is GT 
Sebring Silver and I read your entertaining 
article in the last JOC journal. I must confess 

I have always admired you for your casual topless 
appearance at every club event. My man keeps on 
telling me, I am more the bespoke ‘James Bond’ type 
Jensen (Healey), wearing a tailored suit and one that 
only makes a rare appearance. He’s right though. I’ve 
seen men in my rear mirror going mad at red traffic 
lights if they can’t figure out what brand I am before 
the light turns green and I roar off.

It was love at first sight when my man saw me on 
a December day back in 2012, but it almost wasn’t 
meant to happen. I was on sale at a famous vintage 

car dealer in the Netherlands but displayed in the far 
corner of the basement floor. My man (to be) had 
spent hours at the place. I think he was suffering from 
a severe ‘Cannot afford depression’ from all the six- 
and seven-digit price tag supercars displayed there. 
I already saw him walking up the stairs again with 
a sunken head aiming for the exit when fortunately, 
his partner who was still standing behind me, yelled 
right into my exhaust: “Wait! Come back! Not sure 
what brand this is, but it certainly looks BEAUTIFUL”. 
So, my man turned around, and one test drive and a 
few negotiations with the senior owner later, I was 
happily adopted. I was to join my man’s little vintage 
car collection in Berlin, Germany. There were nine 

Jensen Lifestyle
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in open desolate countryside it was wise to keep the 
tanks topped up! 

More exploring followed on the Sunday; off to 
Tummel Bridge, passing through Drummond Hill 
Forest. Adam was concerned about his suspension, as 
you can see from one of the  photos, but fortunately 
everything was okay. It was easy staring out of the 
window seeing all the different shades of green pass 
us by. The views of the surrounding mountains were 
stunning, seeing the strongly defined mountain tops 
covered in snow, lower slopes and the lochs below 
in the valley.  We were in Perth and Kinross country.  
We visited Deil’s Cauldron Waterfall which was 
quite a sight with all the rain, sleet and snow we had 
encountered!  It was a long walk to the waterfall, but 
a chance to enjoy some fresh Scottish air.

We left luxury behind on Monday and made our 
way to John O’Groats via Inverness on the A9, for a 
couple of days in the very far north. I had the map 
open on my knees to follow the route, just in case the 
sat nav had other ideas in mind. We soon arrived at 
the Welcome to Sutherland sign, about 83 miles from 
John O’Groats. The sea was appearing with plenty of 
white horses and the wind was howling, but it was 
dry, much more pleasant for driving long distances. 
We arrived safely at the Seaview Hotel in time for a 
cup of tea and exploring the touristy bit down the 
road. Adam found a shop selling local beer so he 
stocked up well following a long day’s drive.  

On Tuesday we took it easy, starting off with 
another re-fuelling session in the nearby town of 
Wick, which we discovered is an ancient place with 
a large harbour. We saw an array of rugged cliffs 
south of the town where wreckages from storms at 
sea can be found. However, a short heavy downpour 
sent us scurrying for the cars.  

It cleared up and we visited Castle Sinclair 
Girnigoe, which was set right on the edge of the sea 
in a desolate area. Goodness knows what it would 
have been like to live there 200-300 years ago. We 
went for a long drive in the afternoon along the 
A897 which Adam nicknamed the ‘rally stage’ as 
he was playing catch up having missed the left turn; 
his Lotus engine certainly got a workout. We ended 

our afternoon at Dunnet Head which is the most 
northerly point on the mainland.  

On Wednesday it was time to leave a very windy 
John O’Groats and travel to Gairloch on the West 
Coast. I lost count of how many times we went 
around corners to find a breathtaking view before 
our eyes.

A Twisty Drive
We visited Corrieshalloch Gorge en route. We were 
lucky with the weather as it was sunny and warm 
while we followed the footpath down to the bridge 
and across it. I am not a huge fan of heights so I got 
across it as quickly as I could. The boys, however, 
took their time, in awe of how deep the gorge was. 
There was viewpoint at the end of the trail, giving the 
full perspective of this force of nature. We reached 
the Gairloch Hotel at 5pm after a fantastic, twisty 
drive of 220 miles, with the SP certainly living up to 
its reputation of being a comfortable grand tourer, 
taking all the twists and turns throughout the day in 
her stride.  

We enjoyed a restful day in Gairloch, exploring 
the village and seeing the harbour. Adam drove the 
SP to Torridon in the afternoon along single track 
roads where we went for a walk around a nature 
reserve and the far end of Loch Torridon, seeing deer 
in the field and houses precariously backing onto 
rocks and mountains.  

On Friday we were on the last leg of the journey 
to Stranraer. It was a longer run of 320 miles but the 
route went through a number of mountain ranges 
which were again mesmerising, but it was a long day 
behind the wheel for the boys. 

We had reached the end of the holiday and 
considering there was a seven-hour drive back 
home, Adam decided to leave on Saturday as he had 
to go back to work on the Monday.  Richard and I 
explored Stranraer on the Saturday morning in the 
drizzle, the weather had finally caught up with us. 
When Richard was working he spent a considerable 
amount of time here, so it was a trip down memory 
lane for him.  

We packed up the car and set off for Harrow 
after breakfast on the Sunday, and had an excellent 
journey home. We both travelled more than 2000 
miles and I daren’t contemplate how many times we 
filled up the SP (our petrol bill for it was £900.00).  

Before this trip, I had not been to Scotland but 
we were very lucky to have been able to do so and I 
would strongly recommend anyone thinking about 

The Alternative 

Spring Break 
Tour

BY JENNY, RICHARD AND ADAM FISCHER

A s the original Spring Break Weekend was 
unfortunately cancelled due to the virus, 
Richard, Adam and I decided to go ahead 

with our Scottish holiday once the hotels opened 
up again. We set off early on Friday 30 April up the 
A1, stopping off at Ferrybridge Services to drop off 
some Jensen Healey parts as Richard had recently 
sold his Healey. We enjoyed breakfast in the car 
park and then headed for Scotch Corner via the A66 
to Penrith. We had wonderful views of the foothills 
of the Lake District, as we drove closer to Scotland. 
There were daffodils growing by the side of the 
road and sheep and lambs in the fields; we were 
definitely in the countryside!  We stopped for fuel 
and lunch then continued our journey to Pitlochry 
and the gorgeous Atholl Palace Hotel. They have 
been welcoming guests for over 135 years; I enjoyed 
a well-deserved cup of tea, while the boys had a beer 
outside. The hotel is set in beautiful grounds, with a 
waterfall, large car park, tennis courts and plenty of 
opportunity to walk around. Pitlochry is a popular 
holiday resort in a beautiful setting of lochs, rivers, 
mountains and woods.

We went exploring in the rain on our first route to 
Cally Bridge, passing desolate moorland in the sleet 
and snow. Passers-by must have been surprised to 
see two classic cars out in this weather; little did they 
know of their journeys ahead. The Bridge of Cally is 

an attractive village on the River Ardle, but we could 
not park at there so kept moving and stopped off for 
fuel at Blairgowrie’s Tesco. Shortly after, on route to 
the Cairngorms National Park, Richard spotted a sign 
for the Reekie Linn Falls, and thankfully with fantastic 
timing, the sun had appeared and the water glistened 
in the rays.  

We carried on, the roads became steeper and 
the induction roar grew louder from under the 
bonnet.  We began to experience how quickly the 
weather conditions can change in the mountains as 
the windscreen wipers were busy clearing the snow 
off. A spot of retail therapy in Braemar was very 
enjoyable, while the boys were having a rest from 
the day’s driving. We headed further north to see 
the scenery around Balmoral Castle, the Queen’s 
summer residence. Time was flying by so we decided 
to head back to the hotel via the same route.  

Taking The Lead
Adam decided to take the lead here and blast up the 
winding roads just as the Healey was designed to do. 
We found him waiting with a huge smile at the base 
of the Glenshee ski area to take some photos of the 
incredible scenery as the weather had cleared up. 

We returned back to Blairgowrie’s Tesco to fill up 
both cars ready for the next day’s adventures. The SP 
has a very thirsty engine, Adam’s Healey less so, but 

1: Examining the rear suspension 2: Parked under the 
John O’Groats sign 3: Castle Sinclair Girnigoe 4: A 
typical view during our travels.1 2

3 4
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(From The Navigator’s Perspective)
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INTERNATIONAL AREA CONTACTS
CANADA:   
Ontario  – DAVID RODGER ( +1 905 889 1882
Victoria – ROWLAND ATKINS ( 250 744 4241 * victoriabc@joc.org.uk

USA:  
Los Angeles – ERIC SCHWARTZ  ( +1 250 744 4241 + la@joc.org.uk

California – BOB ADAMS ( +1 858 487 637 * califorina@joc.org.uk
Eastern USA – BOB LASATER * bob@lasatersumpter.com

EUROPE:   
Germany – JENS JANSEN ( 0049 172 8568 468 * deutschland@joc.org.uk
France – NIGEL PICKFORD ( 0033 682 591 479 * france@joc.org.uk
Switzerland – FELIX KISTLER ( 0041 79 736 06 41 * office@jcc.ch
Norway – OLE JON TVELTO ( 047 9300 4093 * post@jensencars.org
Denmark – POUL – 0045 3391 8913 * jensenpj@takko.dk 
East and Poland  – SZYMON (SIMON) RAJWA ( 0048 601 255 629

AUSTRALIA:  – TONY COPE ( +61 448 400 160 * australia@joc.org.uk

VACANT
CUMBRIA • WESSEX • NORTHANTS • YORKSHIRE • THREE COUNTIES
if interested contact Areas Coordinator for details

North West
DAVID MANOCK 
( 07506 001431
* northwest@joc.org.uk

Cheshire
ADRIAN HOWELLS  
( 01270 664609  
* cheshire@joc.org.uk

Warwicks, Worcs., & W. Mids
STEVE ZACAROLI (ZAC) 
( 01905 610908 
* 3w@joc.org.uk

South Bucks & Oxon
SHAUN WINFIELD 
( 07969 129382
* oxon@joc.org.uk

South West
JOHN PYM 
(	07831 777665 
* southwest@joc.org.uk

Southern
PHIL FISH  / EDWARD BROWN
( 07952 942048 
( 07976 282667
* southern@joc.org.uk

Scotland
RICHARD GIBSON
( 01463 794402  
* scotland@joc.org.uk

South Wales
RICHARD STREETER 
( 07717 674670 
* southwales@joc.org.uk

N. London, N. West & Central
CHRIS GALE 
( 07746 381506 
* northlondon@joc.org.uk

London West & Thames Valley
DAVID & JAN DEVINE 
( 0208 8452765 
* wl-tv@joc.org.uk

London S. Thames & Surrey
STEVE HODDER 
( 07970 973672 
* surrey@joc.org.uk

South Downs (W & E Sussex)
DAVID WRIGHT 
( 01903 746101 
*	southdowns@joc.org.uk

Essex
DAVE BARNETT
( 01708 456439 
* essex@joc.org.uk

Suffolk/ Norfolk/E Anglia
PETER & LYNDA HEYWOOD
( 07434 524972
* eastanglia@joc.org.uk

Kent & S.E. London
TIM CLARK
( 01322 333484
* kent@joc.org.uk

Ireland
GERRY FITZSIMONS
( 00 353 86 2557889 
* Ireland@joc.org.uk

Linc & Notts
PAUL HOGAN
* Lincs@joc.org.uk

Areas coordinator
VACANT
* areas@joc.org.uk

AREA REPRESENTATIVES SOUTH WALES
RICHARD STREETER

Unsurprisingly, the South 
Wales area has, like many 
around the globe, been quiet 

recently with little news to report. 
Hopefully, at the time of writing, 

we are on the verge of that being able to change. 
Although Boris is targeting the 21 of June as the date 
at which lockdown rules may be lifted in England, 
it’s likely that Wales will follow a comparable path at 
a similar time. As such, better destinations beside the 
supermarket await. Though we will all look forward 
to the time when we look back at over a year of 
restrictions, lockdown has of course brought some 
opportunities to start - or even complete - those jobs 
for which time was otherwise absent. 

One case in point here is a local car which has 
been a restoration case for the 15 or so years I’ve 
known about it - but am still yet to see - being Bill 
Morgan’s MkI Interceptor. This is finally about to 
return to the road thanks in no small part to the work 
put in by Tony Hutton. I feel the occasion requires 
an unveiling event and one that I, and I’m sure many 
others, would eagerly look forward to and enjoy. 
Indeed, any destination besides those undertaken for 
essential journeys will be welcome, especially one at 
which we can renew our friendships. 

Over the last year or so, my car has made it 
to the supermarket a few times, the office when I 
was without a company car, and to the garage for 
her successful no advisories MoT test and service. 
Other opportunities have of course been few and 
far between. I am however reluctantly having to 
recognise that, COVID or no COVID, this position is 
unlikely to change for me any time soon. Family life 
is such that, despite all the assurances I gave myself 
including future-proofing the car by fitting rear seat 
belts (before even buying a pram), (un)fortunately, 
there is little time to practice what I have long 
preached and use the car. The purpose of mentioning 
this here is not to turn this piece into an unsolicited 
and unwelcome advertorial, but to help me adjust 
and accept the trauma of recognising that after 
nearly 20 years with me, my custodianship of ‘Busty’ 
is likely to be near its end. Due to the friendships 
made however, the same would not however be true 
of club membership. Here’s to looking ahead and 
catching up with friends in – hopefully – the very 
near future. 







From Rusty Wrecks To Concours Cars

• Complete nut and bolt restoration 

• Engine rebuilds

• Engine bay restoration 

• Braking system overhaul

• Steering and suspension rebuilds

• Competitive rates with no VAT

• Fully insured


Contact Dave to discuss your project


Tel: 07930 923407

Email: dave@oilyragclassics.co.uk


View our current and past projects at

www.oilyragclassics.co.uk 

Oily Rag Classics 
Jensen Restoration Specialists

SPH Traction
Specialist Covered Transport

SPH Traction was founded in 2000 by Simon Holloway, 
operating in UK and Europe we deliver loads of up to 
44 tonnes, expanded and driven by repeat custom. 

We are now offering a fully covered prestigious vehicle 
movement service, having served over 25 years operating 
articulated vehicles gives the assurance that your precious 
cargo is in safe hands. Owning several classic vehicles 
including Jensens, (being a JOC member since 1996), 

we know how important that is. 

Choose from point A to Point B, or a complete Package, 
collection, vacuum sealed short-term storage, then delivery at 

a later date, we can accommodate your requirements.
1- 6 cars catered for.

We offer: Free no obligation quotation • An effi cient, friendly 
and professional service with progress updates • A full walk 
round video prior to loading, and again following unloading.
• Fully insured up to and if necessary, beyond £150,000.00.

Contact: mobile 07909 875599
email: sphtraction@hotmail.co.uk

SPH-quarter page.indd   1 11/12/2020   12:21

Restoration

Race Prep

Servicing

Sales

Storage

Be part of the Marsh family story & its unique place in British Motorsport history

With 50 years of experience, Chris Marsh can solve 
any problem on any marque.

Purpose built workshop on site at home 10 mins 
from M4 J17.

Can potentially collect.

Enquiries to chris@chrismarshclassics.com or see 
www.chrismarshclassics.com
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George, by now 89 years old, was home in Berkshire 
where he bought the C-V8. He kept it until he died 
aged 96 (George Wood was the oldest man to buy a 
new C-V8, the youngest was probably Nigel Lindsay-
Finn, aged just 23 when he bought 112/2352).  In 1971 
the C-V8 Register records ‘M Shiel’ and nothing more 
after that. But this year Andi Kries in Switzerland sent 
me some photos that he had received from a man 
in Germany showing two C-V8s in a workshop in 
Holland and the photographer told Andi that one 
was 2188.  I know the workshop owner (again no 
names) and asked for confirmation that the car in the 
photo was indeed 2188 and I was told that it was, 
and I was given some history too.  M Shiel remains 
just a name but in the 1970s the car was exported 
to Eire, out of the ken of any JOC registrar, where 
it stayed until around the year 2000. Then it found 
its way to Amsterdam where it stayed for another 18 
years locked up in a garage.  Today it still carries its 
Irish registration which matches a copy of the Irish 
log book I was sent so there is no doubt that 2188 has 
reappeared after 50 years.  The car will be restored.

Another Irish car and this one always has been.  
Bought new by Terence Ignatius ‘Terry’ Rogers, 
‘The Red Menace’, so called for the colour of his 
hair, an Irish bookie and the man who introduced 
Texas Holdem poker to Eire (the Irish Poker Open 
tournament started by Terry Rogers continues to this 
day). The car was very down-at-heel by 1976 when 
the Register records engine out and under a tree’. The 
last record of the car was made in 1989 when the 
owner joined the JOC, he had retrieved the engine 
by then and started a restoration and a photo of 

the car sent with his membership application had a 
message on the back saying he hoped to bring it to a 
JOC International “when ready”.

In September of 2020 Chris Reed was contacted 
by a gentleman in Ireland who had just bought a C-V8 
that had been ‘in a shed for 40 years’ and wanted 
to know more about. It was 2198 and it still wasn’t 
ready. The gentleman in Ireland ran a classic car 
restoration business and though Jensens weren’t his 
usual fare he hoped to complete the restoration and 
then sell the car, but in 2021 he advertised it on eBay 
more or less as found.  The car sold though I don’t 
know who to, but let us hope that the new owner 
finally finishes what is already a 45-year restoration.

2224 was another Irish car but this time Northern 
Ireland where it was bought new by S McGredy of 
the Royal Nurseries of Portadown, a champion rose 
grower (Samuel Darragh McGredy, you will find 
his story on Wikipedia).  This car was last recorded 
in 1986 when it was in Brockley, London SE4, but 
recently Ron Clay told me he has it, where it has 
been for the last 35 years I don’t know but Ron gave 
me enough detail to convince me the car he has 
acquired is 2224.  There is more work needed to 
establish the history of this car (and I have no photo).

In contrast with some of the other cars featured in 
this article 2312 wasn’t lost for very long but this story 
does show that sometimes a registrar can be misled, 
however unintentionally, and a car isn’t where he 
thought it was.  

Bought new in 1965 by W H ‘Harry’ Shouksmith 
who ran a building services engineering company 
in York (still in business today and managed by the 

JENSEN-HEALEY/GT
REGISTRAR

ROB HEYDON

Driving With The Top Down

Just a reminder about the up-
and-coming Healey car event 
due to be held at the Gaydon 

Motor Museum on Sunday July 4th 
2021 that should interest all Jensen-
Healey and Jensen GT owners. 

More details are available on the Gaydon Motor 
Museum website together with a link to book tickets 
for the event.  

A rather special Jensen-Healey has come up for 
sale in the last month. The car with chassis number 
1140/20505 is being offered for sale at £30,000. This 
car, the last one built to have the original Jensen-
Healey sequence of model and chassis number 
was completed for the customer by JP&S and 
was first registered on 1st June 1977, hence the ‘R’ 
registration plate. The car appears to be in extremely 
good condition having undergone a very extensive 
restoration. 

I was contacted by a Healey owner who was after 
information about the oil cooler fitted as original 
equipment to Jensen-Healeys and Jensen GTs. He’d 
purchased one off the internet that purported to  fit 
a Jensen-Healey only to find it didn’t; the existing 
oil cooler pipes wouldn’t connect to the fittings on 
the new oil cooler. Further investigation found the 
oil cooler had 1/2” BSP fittings and the connection 
pipes have 5/8” BSP fittings. 1/2” to 5/8” adaptors 
could be fitted but I’d recommend fitting an original 
spec oil cooler which are available from Jensen parts 
suppliers and come with 5/8” BSP threaded unions. 

And finally, if you have a Jensen-Healey or GT 
you want to sell please let me know. I do know 
several people interested in buying.

C-V8 REGISTRAR

JOHN STADDON 

Seek, and you shall find Mathew 7:7

A registrar may be kept busy with 
correspondence and queries, sometimes on 
a daily basis, but this activity isn’t exactly 

newsworthy, it is just what egistrar do, and it’s been 
a while since I did a egistrar’s report.  But it occurred 
to me the other day that since the last report there 
have been an extraordinary number of C-V8 ‘finds’.  
I use the term finds loosely as to find implies that 
you have been looking, when it’s more a case of 
keeping an eye on social media and adverts or 
waiting for other JOC members to report a car.  Of 

course if we use Richard Calver’s five-year rule, only 
a car that has been recorded in the last five years 
can be said to survive, then there are always  cars 
reappearing that haven’t been seen for more seen 
more than five years and that’s not unusual, but 
what about cars that have appeared 50 years since 
they were last seen?  There have been a few.  But first 
a car I was aware of but couldn’t say anything about 
until now…

2088 was last recorded more than 10 years ago 
by Richard Calver, it was sitting in a barn in Norfolk 
and in 2011 Richard sent me a photo, but before that 
we have to go back 30 years to find another record of 
the car.  In Richard’s words the matter of the owner 
and the car’s location was “a bit delicate” so this was 
one find I couldn’t tell anyone about. But recently I 
found out that the car was subsequently bought by 
the late Andrew Cassar, who always had a nose for a 
hidden C-V8, and sold on so I suppose the matter of 
the owner in 2011 is no longer a concern.  I won’t say 
who has it now but here is a photo of the car sitting 
in that barn in Norfolk.

Now for a car that really hasn’t been seen for 50 
years.

2188 was bought in 1964 by George Harry Wood.  
Born in 1875 George spent a life farming sheep, in 
Patagonia (the story of how George, his father before 
him, and several million sheep came to possess vast 
areas of Chile and Argentina would make an article 
in itself but that would be to digress) though by 1964 
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seventh generation of the Shouksmith family) the C-V8 
Register says 104/2312 was in California by 1979.  In 
2008 the car reappeared when it was advertised on 
eBay, USA; it had been converted to LHD by then 
but it was still in California. Another advert followed 
in September 2009 and then in 2012 Andrew Cassar 
sent me photos of the car and told me it was in Canada 
and he had tried to buy it, although without success.  
In 2017 Andrew told me he had bought the car after 
all and had sold it to a collector in Kuwait. Andrew 
sold many C-V8s to the same collector in Kuwait and 
none have been heard of since so for a registrar that 
was disappointing news.  But when Andi Kries sent 
me photos of 2188 in that workshop in Holland there 
was another C-V8 with it, LHD, Tomato Red and 

with distinctive alloy wheels, instantly recognizable 
as 2312. Chalked on a rear Perspex window where 
the words ‘SCL Rotterdam/10.21.09/6422’. A little 
research on the internet showed that SCL probably 
stands for Shipping Castle Logistics, Rotterdam would 
be the port of destination, the following numbers are 
the date written American style and 6422 is probably 
some sort of shipping manifest number.  The date 
of October 2009, presumably the date of shipping, 
follows one month after the last advert on eBay so 
the car may have been back in Europe for the last 12 
years and although Andrew saw it, he sent me photos 
after all, the photos were probably much older than 
his message and he never did buy it in 2012, or sell it 
to a man in Kuwait.

Finally, onto another car that was lost for almost 
50 years.  In 1966 2365 was sold to Kenneth Edward 
Seel, probably a stockbroker, certainly a businessman, 
who lived at The Manor, Stonesfield, Oxfordshire.  
Mr Seel  was in his mid-40s when he bought the 
C-V8 and had served as a 2nd Lieutenant and later 
Captain with The Berkshire Regiment in World War 
Two but was otherwise quite unremarkable, just a 
typical well-to-do C-V8 owner.  

The second owner was Dr Eric Arnott of London’s 
Harley Street, an ophthalmologist or eye doctor, very 
eminent in his field and the man who pioneered 
micro-surgery for cataract removal (his techniques 
are still used today), although not so grand that he 
wouldn’t join the JOC as member No 271, which 
puts his ownership of the car at some time in the 
early 1970s. That, until a couple of months ago, was 
the last record of the car.  

But in April of this year 2365 was advertised for 
sale on Facebook by a man in California who said he 
had bought it off a man who bought the car in the 
1989 after rescuing it from 12 years in storage.  

Quite how 2365 ended up in California I don’t 
know but it is the last of a remarkable number of 
C-V8s to reappear over the last few years.

Unit 1, Williams Garage
Otterbourne, Winchester,  
SO21 2EE

Jason@riverbourneclassics.co.uk

01962 418141
 riverbourneclassics

WWW.RIVERBOURNECLASSICS.CO.UK

jensen

 

For sale.
Please contact Jason  
for more details

River Bourne Classics 
is a new and exciting 
classic car company 
started by Jason 
Lawrence. He is a 
very well-known and 
respected Jensen car 
expert, having founded 
renowned Jensen 
specialists, Rejen, more 
than 30  
years ago.

High quality 
bodywork.
Bespoke restoration.
Interior trim. 
1000’s of parts  
in stock. 
Friendly & 
knowledgable service.

www.joc.org.uk
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Membership Matters
Darren Barnes, Membership Secretary, Email: join@joc.org.uk or Tel: 07973 961640
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Membership Matters
Darren Barnes, Membership Secretary, Email: join@joc.org.uk or Tel: 07973 961640

 The latest news  on
 membership figures,
 the new owners and 
 their cars

 The latest news  on
 membership figures,
 the new owners and 
 their cars

I t was a few years ago that our membership numbers were 
up at the dizzy heights of 1500, and since them the numbers 
have been dwindling each year, which seems to be a common 

theme shared with most other car clubs. But now that the covid 
restrictions have been relaxed a little across the world, we have 
had a good influx of new members. We currently have a total of 
1435 with six months still to go before the end of the year, so if the 
trend continuous we will again be looking to top the 1500 mark. 

On behalf of the Jensen Owners’ Club, I would like to offer a 
warm welcome to all our new members, and I hope you have a 
long and enjoyable experience within the JOC. Please keep an eye 
on the events diary and try to join in with the social events, rallies 
and meetings, because they are organised by other members 
like yourselves for you and your families to enjoy. If you haven’t 
already done so, don’t forget to check out the JOC internet forum, 
Twitter, Instagram and Facebook for the latest news and events.

All the plans to celebrate our 50th Anniversary have clearly not 
taken place but the international weekend is still in the pipeline at 
Alexander House in Swindon on 10, 11 and 12 September. This 
is the largest of the club events and is open to all members, new 
and old, and as the name suggests we welcome all members from 
across the world to join in the fun and entertainment.

Work has now resumed on the ‘Old Lass’ with the body having 
a final fettle before being removed to paint the chassis, her engine 
has now been fully rebuilt and is wrapped up in clingfilm awaiting 
installation. I’ll post some more photos in the next issue.

New and re-joining members since my last report

11092  S Maguire USA
11093  E Baker Cambridgeshire
11094  E Florean Italy
11095  P Briscoe Shropshire
11096  D Graf Von Deym France
11097  J Bowns Lincolnshire
11098  J Crockett Kent
11099  C Harber Surrey
11100  R Hogbin Bedfordshire
11101  A Berkely Gloucestershire
11102  A Jakeways Surrey
11103  R Blay Surrey
11104  B Blackwood Surrey
11105  A Theocharous Hertfordshire
11106  S Selbie Canada
11107  P Berkely Gloucestershire
11108  D Oughton Cheshire
11109  A Baldwin Cheshire
11110  A Lougher Gloucestershire
11111  D Coaster Derbyshire
11112  J Chamberlain Hampshire
11113  A Lenderyou Tyne and Wear
11114  N Clark Hampshire
11115  K Carlton Norfolk
11116  S Gormanns Germany
11117  M Halliwell Scottish Borders     
11118  J Cavendish Hampshire
11119  T Hassenger USA
11120  M Henneken Germany
11121  D Gardner Glasgow
11122  M Hooghiemst Angus
11123  D Clover St Albans
11124  H Jones Denbighshire
11125  P Kumar West Midlands

As always, the JOC extends a warm welcome to 
all new and returning members

BRAKES
541 · CV-8 · Interceptor · Healey
Professional remanufacturing service 

for all Jensen brake calipers
In house service, every caliper has full zinc plated finish, new caliper 
pistons, seals, bleedscrews and pad fittings. Rears are complete with 
reworked hand brake assemblies. All are fluid pressure tested and carry 
12 months warranty. Available off the shelf for exchange or your own 
units re-manufactured exclusively for you. Dunlop piston and cylinder 
assemblies also remanufactured using stainless steel inserts

Calipers
Prices are per single unit

541 Dunlop F £168

541 Dunlop R £185

541R/S/CV-8 F £168

541R/S/CV-8 R £185

Interceptor MKI F £168

Interceptor MKI R £185

Interceptor MKII/III F £74

Interceptor MKII/III R £185

Healey F £44

Piston/cylinder
Prices are per single assembly

541 early type F £72

541 early type R £72

541R/S/CV-8 F £72

541R/S/CV-8 R £72

Interceptor MKI F £72

Interceptor MKI R £72

Caliper seal kits
Prices are shown for axle set of seal

All Dunlop F £35

All Dunlop R £28

Interceptor MKII/III F £28

Interceptor MKII/III R £28

Healey sports F £16

Caliper pistons
Prices shown per single piston

Interceptor MKII/III small F £18

Interceptor MKII/III large F £18

Interceptor MKII/III small R £18

Interceptor MKII/III large R £18

Healey sports  F £14

Servo assemblies
Prices shown for reconditioned unit - Ex

541/CV-8 lockheed remote  £215

Interceptor girling direct   £200

Dunlop FF servo   £250

Healey servo   £135

Master cylinders
Reconditioned master cylinders - Dunlop 
cylinder single line as fitted to 541 and 
CV-8 to 1965, reconditioned with stainless 
steel sleeve, new seals etc   £155

Dunlop cylinder tandem as fitted to CV-8 
and Interceptor to 1968 reconditioned 
with stainless steel sleeve.   £155

Girling replacement cylinder to replace the 
original Dunlop tandem cylinder  £155

Interceptor MKI/II Girling 7/8”  £155

Interceptor MKIII Girling 1”   £155

Interceptor MKIII FAG   £125

Healey sports Girling original  £155

Master cylinder  
seal kits

CV-8/Interceptor MKI to 1968  £28

Interceptor MKII 7/8”   £22

Interceptor MKIII Girling 1”   £22

Healey sports   £22

Prices plus VAT and carriage

Mail order service - export

All major credit and debit cards 
accepted

CLASSICAR AUTOMOTIVE
Unit A · Alderley · Chelford · Cheshire · SK11 9AP

Telephone 01625 860910 · Fax 01625 860925

sales@classicbrake.co.uk
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steel sleeve, new seals etc   £155

Dunlop cylinder tandem as fitted to CV-8 
and Interceptor to 1968 reconditioned 
with stainless steel sleeve.   £155

Girling replacement cylinder to replace the 
original Dunlop tandem cylinder  £155

Interceptor MKI/II Girling 7/8”  £155

Interceptor MKIII Girling 1”   £155

Interceptor MKIII FAG   £125

Healey sports Girling original  £155

Master cylinder  
seal kits

CV-8/Interceptor MKI to 1968  £28

Interceptor MKII 7/8”   £22

Interceptor MKIII Girling 1”   £22

Healey sports   £22

Prices plus VAT and carriage

Mail order service - export

All major credit and debit cards 
accepted

CLASSICAR AUTOMOTIVE
Unit A · Alderley · Chelford · Cheshire · SK11 9AP

Telephone 01625 860910 · Fax 01625 860925

sales@classicbrake.co.uk

YOU COULD 

ADVERTISE 

HERE
For more  

information  

contact Leah Watts 

editor@joc.org.uk

The following members have volunteered to try and solve 
any problems that you may have with your Jensen. Do 
take advantage of this service but remember to call at a 
reasonable time of day. You can of course, write to them if 
the problem is not urgent.

Jensen Interceptor
Alan Smith .....................................................01380 726876

Tony Davies ...................................................01270 761444

Jensen FF
Dave Barnett .................................................01708 456439

................................................................. essex@joc.org.uk

Jensen C-V8
Chris Walton .................................................0121 3547441

Jensen 541
David & Jane Turnage ....................................01206 273140

............................................................... 541reg@joc.org.uk

Ron Smith ......................................................01283 760535 

Jensen-Healey
Martin Shirley ................................................07973 121586

............................................... martin.shirley@hotmail.co.uk

JOC Technical Advisors
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New Members
The people who have joined since the last issue of Jensen. We welcome you all to our club.

JUERGEN HOWE

 CAR: Healey
 YEAR:  1974
COLOUR: Red

I am happy to be a member of the club, having just bought 
a Jensen-Healey. It was registered on the 4 July 1974 
and is chassis number 17233. I bought it in 2018 from a 
Norwegian who has owned it for many years; originally 
the vehicle had come from Sonoma County in the USA. I 
now have many parts renewed, engine overhauled, new 
carburettors, suspension and shock absorbers, plus a new 
brake system. I would be interested if anybody has data 
about my Jensen Healey.

HOWARD SMITH

 CAR: Healey MkI
 YEAR:  1974
COLOUR: White

Thank you very much for your warm welcome to the 
Jensen Owners’ Club. I have just purchased a Jensen-
Healey MkI. It is registered TXG 986M, the chassis 
number is 11313 and the engine number is A72 11 0753.

It has long been an ambition of mine to restore a 
classic car when I retired. The Jensen-Healey fits the bill 
perfectly being a British convertible that is still reasonably 
affordable, with spares readily available.

It is also a bit of a nod to the first car I ever owned, 
a Vauxhall Firenza 2.3 with the Slant-4 engine. I had 
been watching this car on an internet auction site and 

the day before the listing ended I saw there were no bids. 
I decided to make a ‘cheeky offer’ which was accepted. 
The car has had one previous owner and done just 
44,000 miles. 

It was put into dry storage in 1982 when the owner 
went to work abroad. It hasn’t moved since. Fortunately 
the car still ‘rolled’ but the engine is seized. I’ve started 
to strip it down and a bonus is that the cam lobes and 
followers are still shiny and rust-free - result! I’m now just 
about to remove the head. The body is in remarkable 
condition and only requires a sill and rear lower valance 
replacement, both these new panels came with the car. 
I’m really looking forward to the forthcoming restoration 
and involvement with the club.

SASCHA GORMANNS

 CAR: C-V8
 YEAR:  1966
COLOUR: Blue

Thank you very much for your warm welcome to the Jensen 
Owners’ Club. I am happy that such an extraordinary 
British car has become part of my collection and I am 
looking forward to the new membership pack and a copy 
of your famous magazine, to learn more about the JOC.

I am located in Düsseldorf and bought my Jensen 
C-V8 MkIII in May 2021 from another collector of classic 
cars, who lives in Düsseldorf as well. My Jensen has the 
chassis number 112/2491, the fourth last C-V8 to be built. 
It is still in its original blue with a black leather interior.

The car was first registered in July 1966 with the car 
dealer J P Broughton Company Limited in Cheltenham, 
from where it went to its first owner the Viscountess 
Ward of Witley, formerly Lady Barbara Astor, in July 
1967 (which is, by the way, the year of my birth). The 
car went to its second owner in December 1971 and in 
May 1973 passed to its third owner, the Jensen enthusiast 
John Davies, who kept the car for 36 years until 2009. 
In that year, the car had to leave its British habitat as it 
was sold to the German collector from whom I acquired 
the car. The original registration number of the car was 
HDG 313D and the present German registration number 
is D-CV 866H.

The car was extensively overhauled, technically-
adapted to modern needs and repainted in blue between 
2001 and 2003, and it still has its wonderfully-patinated 

original black Connolly leather interior and the wooden 
dashboard with all original instruments. The total mileage 
is now 98,500 and the car is still in really good condition. 
It is a good and reliable car. Only a few paintwork and 
some technical issues are now needing to be done on it. 
It was occasionally used and shown at various classic car 
events by the previous owner, and I intend to use it in the 
same way in the future.

There are many photos of this car to find on the 
internet with the original licence plate HDG 313D. But, 
for a first impression, I have added a friendly smile of my 
car’s beautiful eyes.

 CAR: Jensen 541S
 YEAR:  1962 
COLOUR: British Racing Green

I purchased my Jensen (823 HWD but due to be changed 
to RRZ 5415) from a private collection owed by Dereck 
Light in Somerset, who died, l believe. His substantial 
collection of over 100 cars were being sold. I just was on 
the final stages of fitting out my Series 1.5 Jaguar E-type 
2+2, but realised apart from putting ‘E-type’ on the 
mantelpiece it was of no use apart from as a piece of art.

I was offered a 1955 541R owed by a family in 
Oaklands. When l contacted them they changed their 
minds. Also after a recent accident, a fall off a roof, I 
could not see me being able to get into another two-year 
renovation. I was offered a 1960s 541S for £19,000. After 
looking at that one at Bridge Classics, l realised l would 
be better off searching for an already restored Jensen to 
enjoy. When l found this Jensen on the net and negotiated 
the price down to £42,000 from £49,000, it was cheaper 
than restoring one. I took delivery only recently and am 
really looking forward to using & showing it. 

If anybody would like to see a short video of it, here is 
a link. https://1drv.ms/v/s!AmjnQJNHkCn6grACFbMpUg
aVvVU7wg?e=r2YHWl

AGGI THEOCHAROUS
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The JOC Really is the Friendly Club
Dear Editor
It was mentioned in here recently that I’d finally 
collected my car from the paint shop and was carrying 
out some final works to make it fully roadworthy. I 
feel I need to register my thanks officially to several of 
the Southdown JOC members who have helped me 
out  recently and, indeed, throughout the ownership 
of my beloved car/four-wheeled nightmare. It’s been 
very much a love/hate relationship for the last 14 
years or so.

Thanks have to go to Steve Cox, allowing me 
to store the car at his place when it’s been unwell 
and helping me out with all manner of works over 
the last few years. He’s an absolute legend. Also 
Andy Cornish who recently helped with sorting the 
exhaust manifold and giving the car a tune-up. It 
runs much better than it has in years.

Finally, June and Simon Keeble who rescued me 
and helped to get the old heap going again twice on 

Drive It Day and diagnosed that the voltage regulator 
had given up the ghost – again. Simon even lent me 
a spare voltage regulator he had lying around so I 
could use my car until I could get a new unit. 

Alex Marsden

Behind the Mask
Dear Editor
Just a short note to say how nice it was to receive 
the super 50th anniversary keyring - surely a treasure 
of the future. A great magazine as usual and the 
surprise present, so a big thank you to all concerned.

 Recently I went into a retail clothing shop in my 
nearby town of Castle Douglas wearing, with pride, 
my Jensen facemask. The owner noticed and we got 
into a long conversation about Jensens, and spoke 
with his mother and father. His father used to have 
two Interceptors, an SP and J series, and his mother 
had a Jensen-Healey.

 
The registration numbers were:
SP  OBO 717L
J series SPD 313L
JH  SNJ 81N
 
The owners, if members, may like to get a bit of 

their cars’ history, and I can put them in touch.
Jonathan Hyslop 

LETTERS
to the Editor

Peter Best Insurance Services Ltd
Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Registration No. 307045 | Registered in England No. 2210270

classic car
insurance

ask us today about our classic car cover

Policy benefits may include:
• Free agreed valuations
• Free legal cover
• Roadside assistance and recovery within 

UK/EU
• Limited mileage options
• Multi-car cover discounts
• Club member discounts

or get a quote online by visiting:
www.peterbestinsurance.co.uk

01376 574000
call now for an instant quote

At Peter Best we have been arranging insurance 
for your classics for over 35 years so we know 
what is important to you. With access to the 

UK's leading insurance underwriters, we 
provide competitive insurance solutions tailored 

around you and your vehicles. 

Approved
Insurance Provider 

C
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PeterBest_JensenOwnersClub_Advert_297x210.pdf   1   20/10/2020   12:24

NECCLASSICMOTORSHOW.COM

PLUS driving experiences, celebrities, competition displays & much, much more!

*Exclusive discount code is for club members use only. Applicable to advanced adult tickets booked before midnight on Thursday 11 November 2021. After that, limited full price tickets will be available at the show. Full ticket information: www.necclassicmotorshow.com/tickets.

Scan the QR code with 
your phone camera

Book your 
tickets online

Headline Sponsor Offi cial Show Partners

Club members get £4 discount on adult tickets with code:Get your tickets @ 2019 prices

132358_CMS03_Advert_Club_A5_L_210x148_2021_V1.indd   1 15/06/2021   13:08

SEE THE JOC FORUM
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WHERE QUALITY
COSTS LESS 656565656565SUPERSTORES 

NATIONWIDE

Calls to the catalogue request number cost 7p per minute plus your telephone company’s network access charge. Calls may be monitored. 
All prices correct at time of going to press. We reserve the right to change products and prices. All products subject to availability, E&OE.

ONLINE
machinemart.co.uk

TELESALES
0115 956 5555

IN-STORE
SUPERSTORES NATIONWIDE

3 EASY WAYS TO BUY

FREE
500 PAGE
CATALOGUE 
0UT NOW!
CALL
0844 880 1265

FREE
500 PAGE
CATALOGUE

0844 880 1265

 Extra tough triple 
layer weatherproof 
cover  Heavy duty 
powder coated 
steel tubing 
 Ratchet 

tight tensioning

ZIP CLOSE DOOR

MODEL SIZE (LxWxH) EXC.VAT INC.VAT
CIG81015 4.5 x 3 x 2.4M £259.00 £310.80
CIG81020 6.1 x 3 x 2.4M £319.00 £382.80 
CIG81216 4.8 x 3.7 x 2.5M £299.00 £358.80
CIG81220 6.1 x 3.7 x 2.5M  £379.00 £454.80
CIG81224 7.3 x 3.7 x 2.5M £459.00 £550.80

LENGTH 
UP TO 24'

IDEAL 
ALL-WEATHER 
PROTECTION

BRIGHT WHITE 
INTERIOR

HEADER

FOOTER

EXC.VAT
£310.80

INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£259.00

HEADER

FOOTER

EXC.VAT
£215.98

INC.VAT

ONLY
£179.98

MODEL 
SHOWN
CFC100

EX.VAT
£59.98

INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£49.98

 Ideal for starting 
cars, charging 
phones, etc.

1 TONNE 
FOLDING 
ENGINE 
CRANE

 4  
MODELS 
IN THE 
RANGE

START 
ENGINES UP 
TO 6 LITRES

MIG WELDERS

HEADER

FOOTER

EXC.VAT
£149.99

INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£124.99GAS, TIPS, 

SHROUDS 
& WIRE IN 

STOCK

 30  
MODELS 
IN THE 
RANGE

MODEL 
SHOWN 
135TE

MODEL SHOWN
CSA10BB

HEADER

FOOTER

EXC.VAT
£274.80

INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£229.00

 9  
MODELS 
IN THE 
RANGE

10 TONNE 
CAPACITY DRILL PRESSES

HEADER

FOOTER

EXC.VAT
£119.98

INC.VAT

£99.98
FROM ONLY

TIGER 
8/550

0844 880 12650844 880 1265

TIGER 
11/260

TURBO AIR 
COMPRESSORS

GARAGES/WORKSHOPS

HYDRAULIC 
PRESSES

MICRO 
JUMP 
START/
POWER 
PACKS

 MODEL MOTOR CFM TANK EXC.VAT INC.VAT
8/260 2HP 7.5 24ltr £99.98 £119.98
11/260 2.5HP 9.5 24ltr £119.98 £143.98
8/550 2HP 7.5 50ltr £129.98 £155.98
11/550 2.5HP 9.5 50ltr £149.98 £179.98
16/550 3HP 14.5 50ltr £219.98 £263.98

EX.VAT
£83.98

INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£69.98

 Range of precision 
bench & floor presses

MODEL SHOWN
CDP102B

 11  
MODELS 
IN THE 
RANGE

TROLLEY 
JACKS

 15  
MODELS 
IN THE 
RANGE

MODEL 
SHOWN 
CTJ2250LP

EX.VAT
£35.98

INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£29.98

LOW ENTRY ONLY 80MM

International Update
This is where we are at as I write, but you will appreciate it 
is all dependent on whatever regulation are in force on the 
date! The club is going to celebrate our 50th anniversary 
throughout the year as far as we are able and Raj is of course 
well on with this in terms of regalia as you might expect. The 
International Weekend will of course be an important part of 
this, but not the only opportunity to mark our half century.

Friday 10 September: The usual catching up with friends 
as we arrive.  We will have a meal which will accommodate 
differing arrival times; normally this would be a buffet which may 
not be allowed and we are exploring a hybrid between this and 
table service.  The bar will be open but we may have to observe 
social distancing, thus we are arranging for a larger area and table 
service to accommodate.

Saturday 11 September: Optional - The club will participate 
in the Air Show at Abingdon, a planned drive from Wroughton 
and a cavalcade beside the runway then the opportunity to 
stay in the club area and watch the show.  There are several 
other activities within a reasonable drive, we are holding off any 
arrangements at this stage until we know what is open and under 
what restrictions.

Dinner dance: The dinner will be served as per normal, as I 
write there is no clarity on the distancing which will be mandated.  
It may be rather than a table normally for 10 could accommodate 
four singles or three bubbles for example. We have an after 
dinner speaker who both works in classic car restoration and is 
entertaining.  I will keep his identity confidential at present as 

we are finalising arrangements.  We have a group of vocalists 
who are flexible and can entertain us whilst we watch, facilitate 
dancing or a bit of both depending what uncle Boris allows. Every 
year I am contacted asking if the dress code in Black Tie; it is not 
and never has been.  About half the men chose DJs (Smokings 
Kees) and of course John from Holland usually manages to dress 
in a form which defies description! Well done John.

Sunday 12 September: Polishing cloths down at 10am and 
Concours judging starts. Once again we will have the Show & 
Shine competition for all our cars. We will be entertained by a 
band playing hits from the period when our Jensens were new, 
as per the Goodwood Revival. We hope members will dress in 
period and of course there will be prizes. Lunch will form part of 
the package, a BBQ if that is allowed and prize giving before we 
all start to head home.

Throughout the weekend: Regalia will be in attendance, set 
opening hours so that Raj can enjoy as well!  Raj has indicated 
that she is happy to bring merchandise ordered by members to 
the event to save on postage. Benchmarking will be available 
but booking a slot will be essential. Before the event I will invite 
the traders either to display, sell their wares or both. Of course 
the weekend can only work if we have help, if anyone is able to 
manage a stint welcoming in reception, assisting setting up the 
concourse etc please let me know. Sorry so much is in the ‘to be 
advised’ category, sadly these are unprecedented times.  I really 
want an event which reflects our return from an enforced year off 
as well as the club birthday.
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High Performance Jensen Brake Kits 

Classic Car Batteries 

High Output Alternators 

Dynator Conversions 

High Torque Starter Motors 

01386 426 249 
Blockley | Glos. | England 

Engineered in the Heart of England 

CLASSIFIEDS
PARTS FOR SALE 

• Model: Interceptor
• Part: Mota-Lita steering wheel
•  Brand new, unused Moto-Lita leather-bound 

steering wheel I purchased back in 1995 from 
Cropredy Bridge for an Interceptor I never bought. 
Just found in attic and hope someone here can use 
it - will take any sensible offer

Jonathan Gillbanks, 
Email: jmglg@blueyonder.co.uk

• Model: Jensen FF
• Year: 1970
• Colour: Red
• Price: £25,000 or nearest offer
• Previous owners: One
• Brief details: 1970 Jensen FF MkII, chassis 

number 127258. One former owner, requires 
total restoration. Car is fully stripped of its engine, 
transmission, interior etc. Tailgate has the usual 
problems and there are no bonnet or bumpers 
Replacement dash panel and roof available. This 
project is not for the faint hearted

For any additional information please contact Martyn 
on 07368 265059 or Keith on 07930 602210

PARTS FOR SALE 
K&D Jensen  provides a wide range of quality new 
and used Interceptor parts with worldwide shipping 
daily. We are also home to many unique upgrade and 
hardware kits.  Visit our website www.interceptor.org 
or give us a call 425 788-0507 (Eastern time in the 
U.S) We look forward to hearing from you.
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Disclaimer
The ideas and opinions 
expressed in this publication 
are purely those of the 
contributors and should 
not be construed as the 
policies of the Editor, the 
Committee, or the Club. 
Whilst every care is taken 
to ensure the information 
in this publication is 
correct, no liability can be 
accepted by the authors of 
the Jensen Owners’ Club 
magazine for loss, damage 
or injury caused by errors 
in, or omissions from, the 
information given.

Publication
The Jensen Owners’ Club 
magazine is published bi-
monthly on the 1st of each 
month starting in January. 
The submissions deadline 
for the August/September 
issue #279 is 1st August 21 
and these must be sent to 
the Editor only. Articles for 
the magazine are welcomed 
for publication by the Editor, 
together with electronic 
copies of photos which are 
preferred to maintain the 
highest printing quality. 
The Club endeavours 
to take good care of all 
material submitted, but 
cannot be held responsible 
for loss or damage, nor 
can it guarantee a specific 
publication date. Advertising 
is accepted on the basis 
that there is no guarantee 
of a specific publication 
date and that the Club 
has the right to refuse or 
withdraw advertisements 
at its discretion, nor does it 
accept liability for clerical 
or printer’s errors although 
every care is taken to avoid 
mistakes.

Digital copies
Digital copies of the 
magazines are available 
to view online in the 
members’ section of the 
website. To get access 
to this please contact the 
club’s IT Officer, Mrs Raj 
Mangroo – IT@joc.org.uk  
– please note that these 
electronic magazines are 
restricted to Jensen Owners’ 
Club members only.

How to submit articles
If you would like to contribute to the magazines here are the guidelines for how 
articles and images should be sent to the editor.

Please submit your article on time: 
• Please create your article in a word file
• Save the file with the name of the author 
• Please state in the article where you would like your images to be placed
• Please create a list of all the images to include in the article at the bottom of 

the article
• Digital photos would benefit from being taken at the highest mega pixel 

resolution supported and sent via WeTransfer to editor@joc.org.uk 
• All photos should be saved with the caption you want published within the 

magazine e.g. Image 1 – My car at the show

Please send your article to the editor via the Jensen Owners’ Club website:  
www.joc.org.uk > Select ‘The Club’ option > Select ‘Magazine’ > Select ‘Magazine 
Contribution/Feedback’ > Select Contribute.

GROUP

www.martinrobey.com   |   info@martinrobey.co.uk   |   +44(0) 2476 386 903

Join our mailing list to keep up to date with all the latest parts and offers. 

GEAR KNOB C/W PUSH 
BUTTON & SPRING

£119.33 Ex. VAT 2660357

CONNECTION HOSE 1/2
£11.85 Ex. VAT

CT1125

HUB CAP CV8 
EMBLEM

£32.13 Ex. VAT 23238

PULLEY PAS 
ALUMINIUM

£91.79 Ex. VAT 3698826

FUEL TANK HEALEY 
ALUMINIUM

£457.88 Ex. VAT 97508

RADIATOR ASSEMBLY 
HEALEY ALUMINIUM

£319.13 Ex. VAT 90554AL

TANK SENDER 
UNIT

£59.66 Ex. VAT 91169

DOOR HANDLE 
GASKET KIT

£11.05 Ex. VAT 90350K

  Modern Design
  Privilege Discount Pricing
  Trade Discount Pricing
  More Vehicles Available
  More Illustrations
  Responsive Web Deisgn

Visit our new website...

Classic Parts Specialist for 
Jaguar and Jensen Cars
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Classifieds & Adverts
If you are a business and you would like to advertise in the Jensen Owners’ Club 
magazine, here are the following rates:

Advertising rates as of Jan 2021:
Full page: £220
Double page: £400
Half page: £115
Quarter page: £60
Eighth page: £40

Suppling PDFs
PDFs should be supplied as press ready files, ideally in PDF/X-1a format, with high 
resolution images preferably at 300dpi max, with 200dpi being the minimum. All 
fonts should be embedded within the PDF file. Full page adverts with bleed should 
show crop marks.

Classifieds
Trade classified ad
Up to 10 lines  £15
Leaflet inserts  £350

Please note, free classified adverts will only be reprinted if you contact: 
ae@joc.org.uk

No VAT is payable, we are not VAT registered. Traders’ invoices are sent out with 
a copy of the magazine in which the advert appears.  Payment is due after receipt 
of invoice. All classified advertisements are free to members and non-members 
alike, provided that they are not business or trade adverts and are motor related. 
(See rates panel). Please include a photo when you send in your classified.  Photos 
will be used to support your classified. Photos cannot be returned unless you 
include an self-addressed envelope with a stamp on. Send all adverts and classified 
advertisements to: ae@joc.org.uk

Advert specifications:
Sizes
Full page advert text area 258mm H x 180mm W
Full page advert + bleed  297mm H x 210mm W 

+ additional 3mm bleed all around

1/2 page Horizontal 125mm H x 180mm W
1/2 page Vertical  258mm H x 86mm W
1/4 page Horizontal 125mm H x 86mm W
1/8 page Horizontal 60mm H x 86mm W




