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Welcome to the Jensen 
Owners’ Club Magazine 
The club was established in December 1971 and since then has expanded to cover all 
models built by Jensen, from the 1920s’ specials through to the last S-V8. The club is 
an international community with friends all over the world and we welcome anyone, 
anywhere, with an interest in the marque.  We continuously strive to expand and improve 
our service to members and give them the best experience and the best advice we can, 
based on our knowledge of these special cars.

JENSEN OWNERS’ CLUB EVENTS DIARY
Before attending any events, please check with the organiser that the event is still going ahead.

Friday 30th April – Monday 3rd May 
2021 JOC Spring Break Weekend
Atholl Palace Hotel, Pitlochry, Scotland.
Postponed to 2022.

Saturday 19th June, 10.30am
JOC AGM. See announcement in this issue.

Thursday 24th June – Sunday 27th June 
The London Classic Car Show
Syon Park, Brentford, TW7 6AZ.
This year the show is being held outdoors at 
Syon Park in Brentford with all required Covid-19 
mitigation measures in place. The JOC are 
sponsoring a display stand. For further details see  
www.theclassiccarshowuk.com. 

Friday 25th June – Sunday 27th June
Danish Jensen Club 
15th Anniversary Summer Rally. Hotel Pejsegården, 
Brædstrup, Denmark. If interested, contact Niels-
Erik Manniche (niels-erik@manniche.eu). 

Thursday 1st July – Sunday 4th July 
Le Mans Classic
Circuit de la Sarthe, Le Mans.
Postponed to 2022.

Saturday 17th July 
JOC Open Day
National Space Centre, Exploration Drive, Leicester 
LE4 5NS

Sunday 1st August 
Cranleigh Classic Car Show
The big one in Surrey and Sussex. For further details, 
please contact David Wright (Southdowns@joc.org.uk). 
The organisers will take club registrations from April. 
 
Saturday 14th August
Ace Café, London
NW10 7UD. Event shared with Bristol Owners Club. 
For further details, please contact David Devine  
(WL-TV@joc.org.uk).
 
Friday 3rd – Sunday 5th September
Hampton Court Concours d’Elegance
With JOC display on Saturday 4th. Please contact 
David Devine (WL-TV@joc.org.uk) for further details.

Friday 10th – Sunday 12th September 
The 50th Anniversary International 
Alexander House, Wroughton, Swindon, SN4 0QJ. 
For further details, please speak to Stuart Allan.

www.joc.org.uk/events/diary

Cancelled 

www.jensenservice.co.uk
sales@jensenservice.co.uk
01962 779063

Unit 1, Abbas Business Centre, Itchen Abbas, Hampshire, SO21 1BQ

Visit our website for full details and we look forward to seeing you soon.

Jensen Service Ltd has evolved from Rejen, to offer you the same superb standard of care
for your beloved Jensen, based in the same workshops in Hampshire.

SERVICE PARTS TRIM

@jensenownersclub   •   @jensenowners   •  #jensenownersclub
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Welcome

Leah

H ave you recently ventured 
out in your Jensen for 
reasons other than your 

vaccination or essential food 
shopping? It feels inevitable that 
our thoughts are turning to how 

we emerge from lockdown. Getting vaccinated and 
then socialising again has us evaluating priorities and 
maybe daring to wonder if we will attend events. 
Whatever you decide to do, please stay safe. 

In this issue, you will see a slight lifestyle theme 
weaving its way through the magazine. We have 
several events detailed on page 3 and I am delighted to 
see the women in the club demonstrating how much 
they enjoy the Jensen lifestyle. In the forthcoming 
issues, we will continue to see how the ladies reiterate 
that being a member is not just about cars; it’s also 
about friendship. 

Referring to the front cover and corresponding 
article on page 28, Alex Lawrence, our photographer, 
had enormous fun on the shoot in Farnborough, with 
Dave Klondar and his CV8. I am so pleased to see 
members’ cherished Jensens taking centre stage on our 
club magazine’s newly styled covers. The opportunity 
to be on the front of the magazine is open to you 
too, so if you have a location, a Jensen, and a great 
smile, please send me an email and we can schedule 
a photoshoot. If you are tempted, please have a read 
of Dave’s article.

You will notice that we currently do not have an 
Area Coordinator as sadly Adam Fischer step down 
due to work pressures. I would like to say a huge 
thank you to Adam, for the hard work that he put in 
as Area Coordinator. 

 When will I see you again? I will be attending 
the following events, London Concours, Hampton 
Court Palace, London Classic Car Show, Auto Royale, 
Jensen Owners’ Club International, Goodwood 
Revival, Gloucester Revival and some of the smaller 
events listed on page 3. JOC Membership discounts 
are available for the London Classic Car Show, and 
Auto Royale. The discount code for Auto Royale is 
AR21CLJN. 

The submissions deadline for the June/July issue 
#278 is 1st June 2021. 

@jensenownersclub   •   @jensenowners   •  #jensenownersclubwww.joc.org.uk
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I ’ve had my first vaccination, 
and I need to go back again 
in a few weeks for round 

two; however, I am still in need 
of a haircut, but that will be 
resolved soon as we ease out of 
lockdown.

 The Committee met last 
month, and we discussed what 
we have in the pipeline for 

members. Well, it looks very much like, provided we 
all stick to the rules, the dreaded ‘Event Cancelled’ 
notification may be disappearing. The problem now 
seems that if the brakes are taken off, we may not 
have enough weekends to fit everything in.  

 But the events list in this current magazine should 
have details of several recently confirmed events 
(subject of course to sticking to the rules.) 

So what have we got planned for you:
• The International has been confirmed; there 

will be some changes to the weekend that 
Chris has outlined in the announcements in 
this issue.

• We will have a presence at the London Classic 
Car Show at Syon Park; there is a discount 
code in the magazine for members who wish 
to purchase a ticket and come along

• JOC Open Day at the National Space 
Museum in Leicester and hopefully lots of 
other gatherings all around the country. 

So get those cars up and running. Mind you, I am 
a fine one to speak with ongoing electrical irritations. 
By the time you read this, mine will either be fixed or 
destined to be razor blades. 

One final point from me, the nomination forms 
have been included in this issue of the magazine; 
please remember to nominate and return your forms 
to our General Secretary Chris Reed at gs@joc.org.uk 
by the 31st May 2021.

So, keep the faith and, ideally, your wheels rolling.  
I have included some photos below, if anyone has 
any information on them, please let me know.

A view from the bridge 
BY SHAUN WINFIELD

SYON

Centenary Year of the 
Bugatti Brescia

100th Birthday of the
Lancia Lambda

60 Years of the  
Jaguar E-type

Redesigned as a fully Covid-compliant event, The London Classic Car Show is the must-attend 
event for any discerning classic car owner, collector or enthusiast.

 
The capital’s most exclusive gathering will be celebrating ‘The Evolution of Design’ and will take classic 

car lovers on a magical journey through 135 years of automotive innovation. 
 

As well as o�ering you the chance to meet top dealers, a host of Classic Car exhibitors, stunning displays, 
features, a Talks Theatre and Car Clubs!  Join us at the Classic Car Season Opener, set in the stunning grounds of Syon Park.

theclassiccarshowuk.com

@jensenownersclub   •   @jensenowners   •  #jensenownersclub
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By John Lane

U nder Andy Wright’s chairmanship, the 
Jensen Owners’ Club continued to flourish; 
membership increased from 220 at the end 

of 1972 to 580 by the end of 1977. The number of 
meetings (national and local) increased substantially. 
The Club also introduced a car insurance scheme for 
members in conjunction with Strada Insurance.

 In 1972 the membership cost was £3 per annum; 
by 1977, this had risen to £8 (plus a £2 registration 
fee for new members). The sharp rise was due to the 
prevailing high inflation and a need to raise funds to 
invest in the expanding spares operation.

In February 1975, after lengthy correspondence 
between the club and Jensen Motors regarding 
recognition and cooperation, JML’s owner, Kjell 

Qvale, accepted the invitation to become honorary 
president of the JOC.

The Club Magazine
The club magazine progressed 
from a photocopied newsletter 
format to a professionally-printed 
A5 magazine by 1977. There were 
frequent changes of editor in 
the early years. When Malcolm 
Pleasants took over as editor, 
the magazine was sporadic - 
he produced only three issues 
in the first 18 months. He 
pledged to produce quarterly 
issues from 1974 onwards and 
did so. Other improvements 
came rapidly; issue number 
8 began the move to have a 
photograph on the cover, a 
black and white image of 
Dave Horton’s C-V8 MkII. In 
issue number 9  the first trade 
advertisement appeared; for 
Road Motors Ltd in Batley, Yorkshire. Issues number 
10 onwards had a redesigned front cover, with an 
eye-catching yellow (Positano?) background.    

 In 1975 a decision was made to produce the 
magazine bi-monthly, and the JOC committee 
moved the printing to Vardel printers in Rochdale. 
After a couple of issues, John Pellowe, the owner of 
Vardel, took over the editor’s role and guided the 
further development of the magazine, particularly as 
a forum for expressing opinions about the Club and 
our cars (and in John’s case, trade unions!).

Towards the end of 1977, the Club’s committee 
decided to follow the same path as several 
other classic car clubs and began the process of 
incorporation. Despite the apparent advantages, I 
think that the club may not have fully understood 
some of the implications at the time. Many committee 
members became uncomfortable with the idea of 
being a director of a company based on the legal 
responsibilities that came with that position.

Events
On the 23rd June 1973, the club held its first National 
Day and Concours at the National Motor Museum, 
Beaulieu. The event was a great success; 66 cars 
were on view. This is particularly impressive when 
you consider that the club had 230 members at the 
time. The cars were mainly 541s and C-V8s, but they 
were joined by one FF, one SP, one Healey and four 
Interceptors. Lord Strathcarron did more than his 
fair share; he brought four cars! (MXM 979, an early 
Interceptor convertible; RGW 537, an Abbot 541 
convertible; S 28, a 541R and S 29, a C-V8 MkIII). He 
also awarded the Concours prizes.

The following year, at Blackpool, the National 
Day became a weekend. The JOC event coincided 
with the finish of the Milk Race (a cycling tour of 

History of the JOC
Part Two: The Next Five Years

1: Chairman Andy Wright on the1955 Mobil Economy 
Run 2: Kjell Qvale

Cover of JOC Mag number 11

2

1

@jensenownersclub   •   @jensenowners   •  #jensenownersclubwww.joc.org.uk

10 11



Britain, sponsored by the Milk Marketing Board) 
on Saturday. A cavalcade of Jensens was organized 
as part of the race celebrations, but the weather 
was awful, and hardly any spectators turned up. 
Overnight accommodation was arranged at the 
Chequers Hotel for the Saturday night along with a 
dinner dance. The Sunday was blessed with better 
weather for the Concours; all the Jensens were lined 
up along the Middle Walk on the seafront for judging. 
This Concours marked the first appearance of Dave 
Horton and his magnificent C-V8 MkII (WDJ 255), 
which was to feature strongly at club and national 
Concours events over the next 15 years. The trophies 
were presented by the Mayor of Blackpool, including 
one for the car that had travelled the greatest distance. 
This was won by Arthur Bennett and his 541R. He 
had brought it to Blackpool from Hong Kong, 13,000 
miles away! 

 For 1975, the National Day and Concours was 
held at Woburn Abbey with accommodation and 
dinner dance at the County Hotel in Bedford. This 
year the Concours trophies were presented by the 
Marquess of Tavistock. The following two years’ 
National Days were also held at Woburn but returned 
to a single-day format.  

 The 1976 National Day saw the President’s Cup’s 
introduction for the best overall car in the Concours; 
previously, there were only class winners. The 
President’s Cup was donated to the Club by Jensen 
Parts and Service and remained the most cherished 

prize of the JOC Concours for over 30 years. In 2007 
it was renamed the Strathcarron Cup, in memory of 
the Club’s long-serving President who died in August 
2006 aged 82, a few weeks after a motorcycle 
accident.

 During these five years, there was another 
significant event; on the 30th June 1977, Jensen 
Parts and Service hosted an open day at Kelvin 
Way. There was an excellent turn-out of members 
and cars, including the rarely seen C-V8 Coupe de 
Ville and the 541 prototype. Norman Long’s FF was 
chosen as the best car present on the day. Norman 
was an integral part of the JOC’s ‘Concours team’ 
that competed nationally against other classic car 
clubs. The team (usually Dave Horton, Norman 
Long, Peter Adams, Dave Nash & Ron Smith) was 
generally successful at these events, enhancing the 

3 4
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8
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3: Jensen line-up on Middle Walk, Blackpool 4: JOH, winner of the 
C-V8 class 1973,1974 and 1975, owned by J Hodgson. 111 CJH is 
owned by his son 5: 541s at the JOC meeting at Blackpool 6: 580 
MEA, the C-V8 Coupe de Ville, at Kelvin Way (C J Worrall)  
7: A line of 541s at the JOC meeting at Jensen Motors Limited 8: Dave 
Horton with WDJ 255 at Kelvin Way (C J Worrall) 9: The Abbot 541 
convertible of Lord Strathcarron  at Beaulieu 1973 10: FF at Beaulieu 
11: Jensen-Healeys during the JOC meeting at Woburn Abbey  
12: Norman Long with BPE 750H at Kelvin Way (C J Worrall)  
13: Overall view of Jensens at the JOC meeting at Beaulieu 14: Lord 
Strathcarron at Beaulieu National Day

11 12
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prestige of the JOC and laying the foundation for the 
JOC’s nationally-acknowledged quality of its own 
Concours competition.

Spares
This five year period saw a significant expansion of 
the Club’s spares service to its members. Initially, the 
spares secretary, Len Jackson, supplied used parts, 
mainly for 541s. In May 1976, Tony Wilde took over 
as spares secretary and started to supply new parts 
alongside the established used parts service. 

About this time, a deal was made with JP&S to 
purchase the 541 and C-V8 body panel moulds that 
were no longer wanted. The purchase price was 

nominal, and the Club quickly produced some panels 
for sale to members. At that time, a 541 bonnet was 
available from the Club for £138; the current cost 
of a bonnet panel is in excess of £4000! The Club 
still has these body moulds, which are available to 
members on an as-needed basis. 

Spares turnover increased from £450 to £9000 
over the five years. However, profit was another 
matter, as the spares operation was always reliant on 
‘loans’ from the Club.

The Demise of Jensen Motors
In September 1975, The Bank of America put Jensen 
Motors into receivership. JML ceased trading in 

May of 1976. Although parts of JML were split off 
to continue as separate entities (Jensen Parts and 
Service and Jensen Special Products), the closure 
was a significant blow to marque owners. It seemed 
to encourage Interceptor and Jensen-Healey owners 
in particular to join the JOC. Membership rose from 
around 400 at the beginning of 1976 to nearly 800 by 
the end of 1977. The auction of assets of the company 
at Kelvin Way in August 1976 was a sad occasion for 
all Jensen owners and enthusiasts; the expression on 
John Pellowe’s face in the above photo taken at the 
auction captured that feeling for posterity. However, 
the club benefited from the timely rescue of some 
factory records and other material from skips dotted 
around the site.     

Club Badge
A new design for the club badge was shown and 
approved at the 1975 AGM. Car radiator badges and 
lapel badges were available to members within a few 
months and have remained popular ever since. A 
small number of blazer badges, using silver thread, 
were made available and featured on the club stands 
at classic car shows over the next few years.

 I want to thank Peter Wallis for his help in 
producing this article.

15: DOV 999C at Kelvin Way (C J Worrall)16: WDJ 255 at Blackpool 
in 1973 17: The Marquess of Tavistock presenting First Prize in 
the 541 class to Ron Smith 18: John Pellowe at the Jensen Motors  
Liquidation auction 19: The new club badge of 1975
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 02380 268351
Or visit: www.aib-insurance.co.uk  

£30  

DISCOUNT 
and free legal cover  

when quoting
Jensen 2018

AIB Insurance  
understand your special  

Jensen deserves a special policy

Our policies can offer breakdown cover,  
owners club discounts, limited mileage &  

business use availability, agreed value, foreign  
use, glass cover, legal expenses cover, plus lots more.
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Thanks to Jason Laurence from ReJen, I got the 
build sheet and service records for PW10. These 
documents of all PWs (ordinary exercise books as 
pupils used at school) had been rescued by David 
Millard when JML closed down and were later 
given to ReJen. My car got an unbelievable six new 
gearboxes in the first years of its existence. It was 
the same at the rear end. The DB axle was not an 
up-to-date design, and most cars got Salisbury 5HA 
axles. PCA8, the only convertible PW, had one of the 
DB axles fitted when it was bought some years ago 
by the current owner but is now on the way to get a 
Salisbury rear end - from the only man in the world 
that was able to make it, Mike Byrne, a founding 
member of the JOC, the 541 guru of the Jensen world 
and one of the nicest guys with a spanner in his hands 
you can meet. He did it simply by precisely copying 
his car, as there is no drawing of a PW anywhere. It 
was not simple - it was hard and heavy to convert an 
Austin Sheerline rear axle to fit a PW.  

The end of that copy and paste work was the 
beginning of my ownership of PW10. 

I was in the privileged position that Mike was 
willing to hand over the world’s most original PW 
custodianship to me. He has spent many years 
restoring the very low mileage car. It was evident 
that nothing was left untouched, but nothing looked 
restored; it all had the original and overall appearance 
of a 10-year-old used car. All the wonderful patina 

was kept, but technically, it is a brand new car - or 
nearly. 

When it comes to driving, it was a whole new 
world for me. I have never driven an essentially 
pre-war car before or a car on crossply tires. Mike 
drove it out of his garage, we did a short test drive 
around his village (the car hadn’t been on the road 
for more than 40 years, and even Mike never drove 
it before), and 30 minutes later, we were heading for 
the Harwich boat. My heartbeat was never below 
180. From Rotterdam to Dresden, we had a pleasant 
500-mile drive without any problems (but with the 
boot full of ‘you may need it’ parts that Mike had 
given me - just in case). 

Registering the old lady in Germany was the 
next adventure. Hazard warning lights on all four 
corners of a car are mandatory, regardless of the age 
of the car. They’re difficult to integrate into such an 
original vehicle that only has indicators behind the 
front doors. We solved it with super small motorbike 
items. 

Until the winter stopped me from driving, I enjoyed 
this relaxed car, the amazingly powerful engine (you 
are always driving on torque) and very good brakes. 
I’m now used to crossply tyres; the three-second 
delay between steering and the start of the direction 
change that they cause, and the wonderful squeaking 
at each roundabout that makes you feel like you’re 
doing a fast lap on the Nürburgring.

F ew of you might have seen a PW before. I can 
imagine that many had never heard of the first 
model that Jensen produced after the war. 18 

were built, and four are known to exist today, with a 
good chance that one or two more might come out 
of the wood someday. 

In 1946 Jensen announced the 4 Litre Straight 
Eight, the PW model’s official name. It was confirmed 
as a ‘Post-War’ project. Simultaneously, as Britain’s 
industry was recovering from the structural changes 
that the war had caused, new ideas and products 
were introduced. But to have an idea and design a 
product is only one side of the medal. For automotive 
production, you need a robust supply chain and all 
sorts of raw material available, both big problems in 
the late 1940s and very early 1950s. 

The Jensen brothers wanted to continue their 
low volume luxury car production beside their 
commercial vehicle making. They had an advanced 
chassis to start with, developed for the last pre-war 
car HC1 and some good ideas on improving this 
chassis and the road holding. 

The PW has coil springs all around, a live rear axle 
mounted to a very solid A-frame and an independent 
front suspension. While the chassis was a very solid 
and well-made piece of engineering, the engine 
caused a lot more headache to the brothers. 

They had chosen a completely new designed 
straight-eight from Henry Meadows Ltd of 

Wolverhampton. Meadows engines were known 
to power some of the prestigious sports cars of the 
‘30s like Invicta or Lagonda. The 4.5-litre pre-war 
Meadows six-cylinder engine had a long and good 
reputation for being a very reliable high speed engine. 

The new engine was an all-aluminium straight-
eight with two cylinder heads, 4-litre displacement 
and claimed to have an unstressed 130bhp (with 
the poor fuel that was available at that time). Jensen 
got some orders for its luxury car at the first Earls 
Court Show after the war but could not overcome 
the problems that the new engine caused. Powerful 
vibrations at higher speed made the engine unusable 
in a prestigious and expensive car. The documentation 
isn’t very good, but it seems that they built four cars 
with Meadows engines, then later swapped them 
for Nash straight-eight engines that still were in 
stock from pre-war production. But even these were 
unacceptable in the new car. 

In total, the PW was more the beginning of a 
learning curve than a commercial success for the 
company. In the end, all 18 cars where build or 
converted to the 4-litre Austin straight-six that later 
powered the early Interceptor and all 541 models 
(but with three carburettors and higher compression).   

It was not only the engine, but also the gearbox 
and back axle that also were problematic items. 
Both were sourced initially from the David Brown 
organisation and they didn’t work as expected.  

@jensenownersclub   •   @jensenowners   •  #jensenownersclubwww.joc.org.uk
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Billy McKenzie-Coles Buys it New for 
£6980 in 1972

B illy was a car fanatic who lived in Devon, 
where he loved to indulge his passion for 
speed. Says his widow Rosemary, ‘My husband 

was always a huge car enthusiast and owned many 
interesting models over the years, including two 
Aston Martins’. Beginning with a DB2/4 and later a 
DB4, Billy was to move on to products from West 
Bromwich with the purchase of a Jensen Interceptor 
in the late 1960s. 

‘My husband had a maxim when it came to 
buying cars,’ continues Rosemary. ‘He avoided the 
first examples of a new model because he felt it 
was better to let other customers find their foibles.’ 
However, so enamoured was Billy with his Interceptor 
that he flew in the face of his own advice and bought 
one of the first examples of the SP - a more powerful 
version of the standard saloon - to emerge from the 
Jensen factory. The increase in horsepower over 
the standard Interceptor (from 300bhp to 385bhp) 
caused Billy to request that John Richards, owner of 
local garage business Brendan Motors, travel up to 
Jensen to collect the car for him. 

Billy’s reservation proved true, and the Jensen SP 
- named after its triple twin-choke Holley ‘Six Pack’ 
carburettors - soon showed its true character with 
many breakdowns. ‘On one occasion, we had gone 
to a show and parked the car in a field,’ Rosemary 
continues. ‘Come midnight when it was time to drive 
home, it failed to start, and we had to stay the night.’ 
The SP was a frequent visitor to Brendan Motors, 
where the mechanics tried to rectify its maladies. 
Finally, with a heavy heart, Billy drove the still-
under-warranty SP back to the Jensen factory for 
a major assessment of the problems. The Six Pack 
carburettors were removed and replaced by a single 
four-barrel Carter item. ‘Eventually, my husband 
grew so tired of the SP’s poor reliability that he sold 
it to John Richards.’ 

LIFE CYCLE
1971 Jensen SP

Derwin Hope, reunited with NYC 
at the London classic car show
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Graham Bagnall Pays £6000 in 2002 
‘We were running the Jen Centre at the time, and 
Roger Davey came into our premises driving the SP,’ 
recalls Graham Bagnall. ‘I remember thinking what a 
nice looking car it was in comparison to some of the 
other Jensens we’d been involved with, so I bought it.’ 
Graham says of his short time with the SP that he took 
it on some long journeys, enjoying its ability to cruise 
effortlessly at high speed with no demands from the 
driver. ‘Some classics are so tiring to drive, and you 
emerge after several hours behind the wheel with 
your arms aching - not so with this SP.’ 

Tim Clark Buys it for £10,000 in 2003 
The SP’s current owner, Tim Clark, is no stranger to 
Jensens, having owned a total of 20. Says Tim, ‘My 
father’s first Jensen was also an SP, so it has always 
held a special place for me. It also represents an 
important chapter in Jensen’s history, hence my 
decision to look out for one. Luck played a helping 
hand - I happened to be speaking to Jason at ReJen 
sales when he told me that he knew of a nice example 
for sale; Royal Blue with a rich red interior, the only 
example finished in this colour scheme. It was being 
offered by Graham (who by now was at Culverland 
Classics), and I went to view it with my wife.’ 

Tim walked around the Jensen and was 
immediately smitten. ‘The overall appearance spoke 
strongly that it was all very straight; it sat properly on 
the road, and it was clear it had been well looked 
after. Then Graham took me for a spin, and within 
seconds I’d made my decision to buy it, even though 
it still had the single Thermoquad Carter carburettor. 
It brought back memories of my father’s example - 
he too became so fed up with the unreliability of 
the Six Pack system that he replaced it with a similar 
Thermoquad set-up.’ 

Tim collected the SP from Graham’s premises near 
Southampton. ‘I had it booked into a local car show 
in Tonbridge, Kent, the following day, and on the way, 
the driver’s window stopped working, and I thought, 
“Here we go, typical”. However, I soon had it fixed, 
and since then, the majority of the work I’ve done has 
concentrated largely on detailing, cleaning, polishing 
and replacing tired parts such as the rear leaf springs. 
It’s been a wonderful canvas to work on. The only 

major job has been to replace the Thermoquad with 
a Six Pack carburettor set up. I always tell people 
that having an SP with a single Carter is like having a 
Jensen FF without the four-wheel drive transmission.’ 

Looking under the bonnet, it’s clear the 
considerable amount of work Tim has put into its 
presentation. ‘One of the points to note is the Six Pack 
emblems on the air cleaner, originally from a Dodge 
Challenger. Another item is the radiator header tank, 
which is polished brass. I consistently lost points 
from the Concours judges because, according to 
the aficionados, it should be black as an original 
Jensen item would be.’ When his close friend and 
fellow Jensen-owning Concours entrant ‘Uncle’ Dick 
Thomas died in 2013, Tim retired from the circuit, 
having won the coveted Interceptor and FF Cup. 

‘Today, after some 14 years, my love for the car is 
still as strong as ever and is bound up with its looks, 
what it does, the noise it makes and the way it drives. 
I got married in it, and when we visit shows, the SP 
remains the car I still want to take home. It’s Jensen’s 
Aston Martin Vantage of the range - there is a huge 
difference between my car and a single carburettor 
Interceptor.’ 

Over time Tim has managed to amass a 
considerable amount of paperwork on the car, which 
even goes back to the time when Billy McKenzie-
Coles owned it. Tim reveals, ‘Under warranty, the car 
was fitted with two sets of replacement carburettors, 
two sets of door handles, bumpers, four alloy road 
wheels and had a complete respray. It also includes a 
poignant letter of apology addressed to Mr McKenzie-
Coles from Kevin Beattie, Jensen’s Engineering 
Director.’ 

Concludes Tim with a grin, ‘The SP coming into 
my world has been an experience beyond words, 
the Jensen has changed my life. I am still captivated 
by it and feel a real duty of care. I’ve been offered a 
considerable sum, but I’ve never loved another car 
like this, and I hope we never have to part. In fact, I’m 
sure the car would make its way back to me.’ 

John Richards Buys the SP in 1974 
‘My stepfather owned a garage business in Bishops 
Lydeard,’ recalls Patrick Tapson, stepson of the SP’s 
next owner John Richards. ‘During the 1970s, we 
had a Chrysler agency, and Mr McKenzie-Coles 
was one of our customers. He brought the SP to the 
workshop for servicing, so we already knew the car. 
When he decided to sell it and buy an Alfa Romeo, 
my stepfather bought it to join his Rolls-Royce.’ 

Through his passion for motorbikes, John had 
contacts with the Exeter Falcons Speedway team. 
He became its promoter and arranged for the team 
to compete at the Bristol and Eastville Stadium when 
it opened in 1977. Richards then bought Exeter 
Speedway and used the SP as his prestige car, 
driving it to meetings all over the country where the 
Exeter Speedway team was engaged. At one stage, 
he hired the then-Speedway World Champion, New 
Zealander Ivan Maugher. 

‘My stepfather and I agreed that the Jensen was 
the best car we’d ever driven,’ enthuses Patrick. ‘On 
one occasion, we were driving back home from an 
event at the Bristol stadium at about 80mph when a 
Mercedes overtook us. I was at the wheel, and my 
stepfather said, “go for it”. Within a short distance, I 
was doing 130mph.’ 

Sadly, Patrick’s stepfather passed away, and 
Patrick took over running the business for a short 
while before selling it in 2001. ‘I wish we’d had the 
Jensen mothballed and kept it,’ he laments. 

Derwin Hope Pays £6000  
for the SP in 1985 
During his youth Derwin Hope used to help out at 
the Bishops Lydeard garage, often serving petrol at 
the weekends. Says Derwin, ‘It was always a fun 
place to meet people, so I knew the Jensen long 
before I bought it. Later, I had three Porsche 911s in 
succession. By then, the SP had been off the road for 
seven years and was stored in a leaky lean-to behind 
the garage with its rear protruding out, causing it to 
rust, the exhaust to rot, and the electrics to play up. 
Nevertheless, I expressed an interest and bought it.’ 
Derwin cleaned off the body rust, had the exhaust 
replaced and the electrics rewired by a friend. ‘In 
service, it proved wonderful to drive, apart from two 

exceptions when it overheated in London - outside a 
church in Twickenham and along the Embankment, 
where it caused a massive traffic jam. 

‘One thing that did annoy me was the awful 
corduroy headrests, which didn’t match the leather 
seats,’ says Derwin. ‘By this time, Jensen Motors had 
ceased trading, replaced by Jensen Parts and Service. 
I took the SP up to West Bromwich, where a trimmer 
fashioned me replacement headrests out of hide, and 
they looked much better.’ 

With values at rock bottom and unable to console 
himself with the idea that selling the Jensen could 
result in it being broken up for spares, he had the 
bodywork restored by Jensen specialist Cropredy 
Bridge Garage. Outwardly, the car still looked 
presentable though it was soon apparent that the 
inner and outer sills required replacing. 

In 2002 Derwin was forced to sell it when the 
logistics of a new job in Bolton while still living in 
Winchester did not square with using the Jensen. 
Roger Davey bought it for £7000 in 2002. Before the 
Jensen SP, Roger had enjoyed an Aston Martin DB4 
for 25 years. ‘I bought the SP because I had previously 
owned an early Interceptor in light metallic blue in 
the early Eighties and loved it,’ recalls Roger. 

By now, the SP was 30 years old, and with its 
recent attention by Cropredy Bridge, Roger says 
the bodywork and paintwork were still extremely 
good with no signs of damage. ‘It really did take me 
back 20 years to when I had my first Interceptor. 
Whenever we were out in the SP, we were always 
aware of other drivers staring at it or going over to 
peer inside when it was parked.’ 

Such was the attention that the SP generated 
that whenever his wife Caroline drove it, she would 
regale him with stories on her return of how drivers 
would overtake her (she always just cruised along), 
peer into the car and toot their horns, or simply 
tailgate her and flash their lights. Reflects Roger, ‘It 
was that kind of car. I always kept it polished and 
gleaming. 

‘Ultimately I sold it because, with five cars and 
three young children, it was not being used enough. 
It was a car that needed to be driven and not just 
left in the garage. Naturally, I hoped she would go to 
someone who had the time to appreciate her.’ 

1: Bradley Walsh (tv legend) at Excel show on the JOC stand- he said 
“ Course I remember these, they were the dogs B’s!” 2: Derwin takes 
delivery after Cropredy undertook some repairs 3: Our wedding, a 
JOC event 4: NYC, brand new. (that’s the last small pic)
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A s I intend to use my car regularly for long-
distance touring, I felt an upgrade to 
the headlamp system was in order. After 

investigating various options on several of my 
vehicles, I settled on the H5006 Hella 5 ¾-inch 
Round E-code Hi-Lo Conversion Headlamp Kit. 
The E-code lenses are to European specification. I 
selected the Hella Part Number 1A3 002.850-001 
from Susquehanna Motor Sports, in Virginville, PA. 
The kit contents are shown in Figure 1 (I purchased 
four kits, plus four bulbs).

I also decided to adapt a Toyota headlight harness 
assembly to this project on my Toyota Land Cruiser. 
There were many advantages to my approach of 
adapting the Toyota harness. The Toyota harness 
comes complete and includes direct connections to 
the primary power source, 20A fuses and switched 
relays on both the high and low beam circuits. It 
also uses the unmodified OEM headlight signal 
as a low-power control circuit, is a very high 
quality, engineered harness and its assembly meets 
Interceptor length requirements (with margin to 
spare). And it’s also an amazingly low-cost option - 
the harness and two seven-inch semi-sealed beam 
bulbs were less than US$70 delivered.

There were two minor challenges associated with 
the use of the Toyota harness. The first was that the 
harness was designed for a single bulb on each side, 
and the second was the difference in connector style 
between the Interceptor harness (which uses Lucas 
bullet connectors) and the Toyota harness control 
interface, which is configured for .25-inch spade 
connectors. 

I chose to upgrade the harness to ensure I could 
safely operate higher than stock wattage bulbs. In 
my case, I decided on the Hella Optilux 80W Low / 
100W High H4 Xenon bulbs in the Hella headlamp 
housing assemblies.

There is a ‘secret sauce’ to the harnessing 
connections and the control circuitry required to let 
a two-headlight harness operate four bulbs that shall 
soon be revealed.

Toyota Harness Description
The Toyota semi-sealed beam H4 headlight kit can 
be purchased through dealerships as Toyota kit part 
number 81110-60P70. The harness is straightforward 
to fit - it only requires the user to supply +12V DC and 
Ground. The harness assembly has relays for the high 
& low beams and includes two 20A fuses in holders. 
The harness assembly uses one of the OEM headlight 
connectors as the control input to the relays (via a 
standard headlight socket). There is no modification 
to the existing OEM headlight harnessing required, 
except for laying in and securing the new Toyota 
harness.

This harness assembly removes all the high current 
through the headlight switch. I believe this whole 
system is one of the best values in the automotive 
world, at approximately $70 delivered. The harness 
configuration is shown in Figure 2.

Headlamp Upgrade
Upgrade to Hella 5 3⁄4-inch E-Code Headlamps  
Using a Toyota Wire Harness

BY CHUCK HUBER
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removing the male connectors from the ceramic 
connector assemblies, I fed the terminals and wires 
through the holes in the OEM headlight buckets. 
Grommets were used with RTV to ensure no chafing 
of the wires.

Short jumpers were made from the ceramic bulb 
connectors to the harnesses to the Toyota harness 
lamp connectors, as described above.  All the 
connections were improved by a smear of Thomas 
& Betts Kopr-Kote connection enhancer and then 
sealed with heat-shrink tubing. All harnesses were 
then covered in the plastic sheathing.

The Toyota relays were mounted in tandem to the 
two mounting bolts on the ‘City’ horn in the top of 
the passenger side wing. The primary power harness 
was routed up through the fender and back to the 
battery. The two 20A fuses sit behind the battery, out 
of sight.

All wiring was carefully tied down using either 
P-clamps or zip ties.  All of the harnessing is protected 
and out of the weather, behind the forward splash 
shields.

Once the harnessing was verified, I checked all 
connections for tightness, and I reinstalled all splash 
shields. The final step was to take the car out to a 

large building in the dark of night and perform the 
final headlight aiming. After that, the headlight 
valences were reinstalled. 

In Conclusion
This upgrade provides significant improvement 
in night lighting performance. While the current 
drawing by the headlights is higher than stock, none 
of it is passed through the OEM harnessing, and the 
power loads are well below the capability of the 
Toyota harness and fusing. Figure 7 shows the final 
installation of the Hella bulbs.

The total cost of the upgrade (harness, headlight 
bodies, and 80/100W bulbs) was less than US$300. I 
feel it was a prudent and wise investment supporting 
my future long-distance touring adventures.

Figure 3 shows the critical components and 
interfaces of the harness.  Note that the iPhone 
does not come with the harness - the phone is only 
intended to hold things down for my descriptive 
photograph, gentle reader.

Figure 4 shows the details of the control input 
plug interface and how the headlight plugs are wired.

Bespoke Harnessing and Control Circuitry
There were challenges in using the Toyota two-bulb 
harness to control and operate four bulbs properly. I 
opted to ensure the low beam (outside bulb) is always 
on, independent of the status of the high beam. To 
do this, I designed a simple circuit using diodes that 
continuously provides a low beam ‘On’ control signal 
to the Toyota harness. The diode implementation 
(shown in Figure 5 - left side) always energizes the 
low beam circuit. The diodes also block any reverse 
voltage into the OEM wiring to ensure there are no 
unintended consequences within the existing wiring.

Once the control strategy was implemented 
(low beams always on, high beams selectable) in 
the control circuit, it was a simple matter to wire 
the bulbs.  A bespoke wiring harness connects the 
outside bulb (low beam only) to the Toyota lamp 

connector (low beam power source), and the inside 
bulb (high beam only) connects to the Toyota lamp 
connector (high beam power source).  

With this strategy, the bulbs are always 
independent, and in the case of a bulb filament 
failure, the inside/outside bulbs can be swapped with 
no loss of capability.

The bespoke harnessing from the Toyota lamp 
connector is shown in Figure 5 - right side. The 
harnessing installed and buttoned-up in the forward 
passenger side wing is shown in Figure 6.

Let the Modifications Begin!
I removed the headlight valence, original bulbs and 
headlight buckets, and cleaned everything up.  At this 
stage, I disconnected the OEM harnessing from the 
headlight buckets to the main harness in the front of 
the vehicle, carefully marking the connections on the 
main OEM wire harness.

Once I’d cleaned the buckets, I used my heat gun 
to soften up the grommets in the original Interceptor 
buckets and removed the bulb connector and 
associated wiring. I replaced the stock headlight 
connectors with ceramic ones to ensure longevity 
with the higher wattage bulbs. By temporarily 

Fig 1: Hella 5 ¾-inch Round E-code Hi-Lo Conversion Headlamp 
kit contents Fig 2: Harness configuration - lengths and component 
locations Fig 3: Harness plugs and components Fig 4: Main harness 
plugs wiring configuration Fig 5: Harnessing diagrams Fig 6: Harness 
and wiring installed in the Interceptor front wing (passenger side) 
Opening image: Final results of the headlight upgrade

1 2 3
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6
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sub-contractor for major car companies. 
It was then I came across the C-V8 and 

immediately took a shine to it. It seemed to be a bit 
of an underdog as it had morphed out of the 541 to 
go on to form the bases of the Interceptor.

My plans were put on hold as my job took me 
to Russia, where I was based for several years. On 
a return trip to the UK in 2010, Patricia and I visited 
the Classic Car Show at the NEC and, on the spur of 
the moment as we were about to leave, suggested we 
visit the Jensen stand. I wanted to see if there was a 
C-V8 on display as my wife had no idea what I was 
talking about since, for the previous 20-plus years, I 
had been talking only Daimlers.

Unfortunately, there was not one at the show, 
but we were made most welcome by Alan and Jean, 
enjoyed a glass of wine, and I joined the club. Alan 
put me in touch with the Thames Valley Branch and 
suggested we join them for the upcoming Christmas 
dinner, where we were made most welcome. The 
club certainly lives up to its strapline of ‘The Friendly 
Club’. 

At the end of the day, it is all about the people 
and Patricia and I have been made most welcome 
by all joined, by the glue of interest in adventure, old 
cars and Jensens in particular.

What journeys have you taken in your Jensen?
I purchased my C-V8 in early 2011 and ran it for a 
period to get used to it and identify what would be 
required to bring it back up to scratch. The car did 
not look too bad from a distance but close up, it was 

a different story. I had also assumed optimistically as 
the car had a good body, there shouldn’t be too much 
rust. That was an error as sills, floorpans, storage 
panniers, and more had to be repaired or replaced.

Due to the extent of work required, I decided 
that a complete restoration was in order, including 
mechanical, electrical, trim and paintwork.

Fortunately, the car was back on the road by late 
2015 for several local outings during that and the 
following year, ready for the first of its major cross-
Europe tours. There would be many others. 

We attended the JOC Chemnitz weekend in 2017, 
travelling via Prague in company with other Thames 
Valley Area members. Like others, our European 
tours planned for the C-V8 in 2020 and 2021 have, 
unfortunately, had to be put on hold.  Hopefully, 
there is now light at the end of the tunnel, and we 
are looking forward to hopefully a full diary in 2022.

Where do you want to see the Jensen marque in 
five years, in terms of values, recognition etc?
It needs to be recognised that car ownership, in 
general, is no longer the aspiration for a number of 
younger people and that cars are being treated as a 
functional tool which is replaced frequently.

Classic cars in general, not just the Jensen marque, 
are, in my opinion suffering from this problem. 
Therefore the current custodians of our cars must 
be seen out and about as ambassadors, hopefully 
germinating a seed in someone’s brain that they 
would like to be a custodian in the future, as I was on 
a winter’s evening near Waterloo Station. Values are a 

My 1966 Jensen 
C-V8 MkIII

LEAH GUILLIARD-WATTS INTERVIEWS  
DAVID KLONDAR

Question Time

Please give me a summary of what you do
I am a charted engineer, having spent 50 years in 
the construction industry. I took early retirement 
and now work freelance as an expert witness and 
also undertake design reviews and feasibilities 
assessments for clients.

When did your interest in cars begin? 
My interest in cars goes back to my early childhood 
when I collected registration numbers, which was in 
pre-suffix year days.

I always had an interest in classic cars and was 
lucky to purchase my first classic, which I admired 
as a schoolboy, in 1992. It was an SP250, no not a 
Jensen, but a Daimler Dart which I still have.

What was the first car you owned, and what do you 
own now?
My first actual car I owned in 1971, which I still have 
fond memories of and gave me the freedom to go 
and explore far and wide, was a 1965 Ford Anglia 
purchased for the princely sum of £95.00. In addition 
to the Daimler Dart, I own a 1952 Daimler Barker 
Special Sport and, of course, my 1966 Jensen C-V8 
MkIII, a pretty varied selection of classic cars.

What do you think is unique about Jensen?
As a schoolboy, I would dream of one day owning 
a Jensen. In the late 1960s, early 1970s, the car to 
have was, of course, the Interceptor. Fast-forwarding 
30 plus years, I thought I knew all I needed to know 
about Jensen. It was not until the early 2000s, when 
driving home from work one winter’s evening near 
Waterloo Station, I saw a car I did not immediately 
recognise alongside me in the traffic; it was a 541. 

Seeing this car rekindled my dormant thoughts of 
Jensen cars, and I started to research the company 
and its products. I was surprised by the variety of 
cars it had manufactured under its name, and as a 
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difficult judgement call; on the one hand, one would 
wish to see a return for the cost, effort and hard 
work that goes into restoring our cars, which would 
encourage others to do likewise. During my time 
as a member of the club, I have noted a significant 
improvement in the quality of cars shown and the 
recognition they receive in the wider community. 
From a financial perspective, Jensens are not held 
as highly as other comparable marques, which is a 
shame and hopefully, as the quality of cars improve, 
this will be addressed. 

On the other hand, if we’re similar to some other 
comparable marques, values would reach levels that 
could restrict new and younger members. At the end 
of the day, the cars are built to be used and should 
not be locked away as a financial investment. 

The club is not just about Jensen cars, but it is also 
a family of members; the cars are the glue that allows 
many people to interact and enjoy themselves.

What additions and or changes would you like to 
see from the club and the magazine?
The club has done a great job in pooling technical 
knowledge to help them survive for the future. This 
should be developed further over time and made 
readily accessible to all. As we advance, I believe 

two areas should be kept in sight, assisting in the 
upkeep and knowledge of the cars and the ongoing 
development of the JOC-friendly family.

These thoughts all started following the 
photoshoot of my car for the club magazine. 
Focusing on that, I thought it might help give my 
views and hopefully encourage others to tell their 
stories in the future.

When asked initially by Chris Reed and Leah, 
our editor, if I would be interested in having my car 
photographed as an alternative to the more familiar 
Interceptor, I said yes but was slightly reluctant. 

Several questions went through my mind; was 
my car good enough, what was I expected to do, 
would anyone be interested, would the photographs 
be any good, and I suppose the final questions, what 
would the weather be like and would the car start?

All I can say is I am glad it went ahead; the car 
started, the weather initially was questionable but 
turned out fine. I thoroughly enjoyed myself, Alex 
Lawrence the photographer immediately put me at 
my ease, and I learnt a lot.

In summary, a great day, typical of the friendly 
club the JOC is. If you get ‘the call’ from the editor 
to have your car photographed and your thoughts 
on the club put to print, don’t hesitate; just say yes.

JENSEN

David Davies
Foreword by Richard Calver

Exclusively available from the JOC Merchandise Shop from 10 June 2021

https://joc.org.uk/shop or contact Raj Mangroo on 07740 142583 to place your order

The Surviving 3 1 2 & 4 1 4 Litre Cars
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Dutch trip, we went to a chocolate factory, which 
was just organised for the ladies. 

Tell me about your favourite road trip.
It was the Turin trip, to celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of the Interceptor. We went through 
France, Switzerland and Italy. It was made up of a 
group of people from all over England, and we were 
joined by French, Dutch, Swiss and Germans plus an 
American lady. 

 My husband and my son came along for the 
journey; he drove a Range Rover and provided back-
up support carrying the spare parts. It was a trip of 
a lifetime. We met some wonderful people, visited 
some interesting places, and had meals that were an 
experience. The trip culminated on the roof-top test 
track of the old Fiat factory at Lingotto, where the 
Jensens all went round the track and had pictures 
taken for Classic & Sportscar magazine. 

It wasn’t funny at the time, but I remember 
when we were travelling from Turin, we arrived at 
Grenoble the following morning and realised that we 
had forgotten our passports, which were still locked 
in the safe at the previous hotel. We still argue over 
whose fault that was (his). We had to turn around 
and drive 200 miles in the wrong direction while the 
rest of the group drove 200 miles north.

 Another good one would be when we were going 
along the N1 towards Le Touquet. We overtook a 
lorry and got pulled over by two policemen on bikes 
for speeding. My husband pretended not to know 
French; however, the Jensen behind, who also got 

pulled over, had a somewhat helpful passenger 
who did speak French, which resulted in them both 
getting fined (while I stood on the side of the road 
taking pictures). 

 
What would you like to see more of in the 
magazine? 
Having a female editor after 50 years has brought 
change to the magazine. It has brought new insight 
and a fresh outlook on things. 

 When events are allowed, there should be more 
feedback about the events and suggestions about 
new venues. The international area contacts could 
also be widened to include the other Jensen clubs, 
particularly in Europe and more information about 
things happening in the different countries, to help 
European members feel more included. 

The parts of the magazine I enjoy the most are 
the events diary which helps plan outings, the artistic 
look of the magazine, and the beautiful photos and 
the histories of the old cars. 

What advice would you give other ladies in the 
Club about being part of the JOC? 
The Jensen club isn’t just about cars. It’s about 
meeting people, having fun and making friends that 
could last a lifetime. It has provided me with many 
good memories to look back on fondly.

Thank you to Vivienne for her insight into the 
lifestyle aspect of the Club. Hopefully this will whet 
the appetite of more of you to send us an article 
about your Jensen Lifestyle.

A s lovely as it is to hear about how to restore 
Jensens and how members acquired them, 
I wanted to hear more about the Jensen 

lifestyle and what makes us ‘The Friendly Club’. And 
what better way to find this out than contacting the 
ladies in the Club.  

The magazine’s lifestyle section will enable 
members who do not have cars to submit articles. 
The TVP ladies have shown me that there is more to 
the Club than cars, so let’s meet Vivienne Reed and 
hear about her Jensen life.

Who are you? 
My name is Vivienne Reed. 

What does being part of the Club mean to you? 
I have enjoyed the social side of being part of the 
club and meeting lots of members from all around 
the world. 

My husband acquired his first Jensen back in the 
early 1990s, which didn’t run and sat in the garage 
for years and years. He then bought his second 
Jensen in 2010, and that did run. 

I joined the Thames Valley Group around the 
same time and started to go along to the monthly 
meetings, group outings and car shows. I haven’t 
driven the Jensen unless you include round a car 
park. I don’t enjoy driving; I prefer sitting in the 
passenger seat, looking out of the window and 
providing much-needed navigation. My husband 
doesn’t like stopping to ask for directions, although 
there was that one time with the police officer. 

How long does your husband spend in the Jensen? 
Not as much as he would like! 

What are your favourite JOC events? Is there 
anything you would like to see more of at them? 
I enjoyed the JOC International, but my favourite 
is the Cranleigh Lions Car Show and the Bude 
weekend. At the JOC events, I’d like to see more 
things of interest for the ladies. For example, on one 

The Friendly Club 
VIVIENNE REED AND  

LEAH GUILLIARD-WATTS

Jensen Lifestyle
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Every Jensen must 
have its say

 1974 JENSEN-HEALEY (AND ITS OWNER JANET DEVINE) 

L et me introduce myself; I am a 1974 Jensen-
Healey, once a shade of mustardy green. 
Thanks to the new man in my life, I have been 

transformed into a lovely bright blue, wonderful for 
posing.

 I knew something was going on when my man 
and his wife suddenly took me out of the cold dark 
garage into the sunshine and started washing me. I 
couldn’t believe it was happening because I don’t 
remember being washed before, well, not for a very 
long time (us Jensens have very short memories you 
know). Then without warning, I was being polished 
and hoovered (I didn’t like that much, it tickled my 
carpet) and then I was having toothbrushes inserted 
into the most embarrassing places. Well, I ask you, 
have you ever seen a car with teeth? I think mine are 
in the dashboard!

   I was then adorned with a lovely sign in the 
middle of the front bumper, and because I can’t read 
very well, I just made out the word ‘Brighton’. I didn’t 
know if my man had given me a new name or what. 
It was very confusing, I can tell you. 

  Eventually, the day arrived when I suddenly 
realised what was going on. They were taking me on 
the London to Brighton Classic Car Rally. I was so 
excited I could hardly beep. 

 We went off to Syon Park and joined up with lots 
of other lovely cars; it made me feel so proud to 
be part of it all. Then we started in convoy on our 
way to Brighton. Oh, what a long old run it was 
(97 miles), but the sun was shining, and everyone 
was happy and very friendly. When we got over 
the finishing line, me, my man, and his wife were 
so glad we’d made it at last. Then my man parked 
me next to a very nice E-type Jaguar - who was 
very friendly and not a bit stuck-up. 

 People were looking at my engine, it was a 
bit grimy, but they didn’t seem to mind. It made 
me feel very important because I was the only 
Jensen there. 

 We left Brighton at teatime and headed home 
on a more direct route, enjoying the countryside 
and many admiring glances. By this time, I was 
definitely a little car with a big ego. The car 
my man tucked up in the garage that night was 
a different car to the one he’d taken out in the 

morning. It was a little car that knew it was very, very 
special, and still is, over 24 years later. 

If you are a Jensen, and would like to have your 
say, email editor@joc.org.uk, just as I did.

www.cherishedvehicleinsurance.co.uk
0333 003 8162 Facebook “f ” Logo RGB / .ai Facebook “f ” Logo RGB / .ai

Cherished Vehicle
Insurance

Calls to 0333 numbers are charged at ‘normal’ rates from landlines.

Cherished Vehicle Insurance Services is a trading name of A-Plan Holdings who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Registered 
Offi ce: 2 Des Roches Square, Witney, OX28 4LE. Registered in England. Registration Number 750484  CVI 083 01/17

Classic Jensen Insurance
                           for JOC members

20% discount for Jensen Owners Club members.*
Multi-vehicle and limited mileage policies available.
Free DNA+ protection kit with each policy.
Simple and free agreed value service.
*Subject to minimum premium and normal underwriting criteria. Terms and conditions may apply. Please ask for details.

Classic Jensen Insurance
                                                      for 
Classic Jensen Insurance

for 
Classic Jensen Insurance

JOC members
Classic Jensen Insurance

 members
Classic Jensen Insurance

20% discount for Jensen Owners Club members.*
Multi-vehicle and limited mileage policies available.
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 Anyway, let’s get back to the Breitling Navitimer 
806 story. The name Navitimer resonates in much 
the same way as a Hoover. The fact the watch is a 
Breitling almost becomes secondary, as the model 
name has taken over from the brand name. 

Simple and Clever 
There is no doubt it was a simple and clever name, 
an assemblage of ‘Navigation’ and ‘Timer’. The 
background of the watch was impressive. Breitling 
had brought out the Chronomat in 1942. This was 
one of the first slide-rule watches and was a worthy 
forerunner to the Navitimer. 

It was possibly Breitling’s Chronomat that led the 
Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association (the AOPA) 
contacting Breitling at the beginning of the 1950s. It 
entered into the discussion of Breitling producing a 
watch-come-wrist instrument for pilots.

 It put forward the idea to create a watch capable 
of most calculations that a pilot would need to make 
both pre-flight and during flight. Breitling jumped 
at the opportunity, and so, between the AOPA and 
Breitling, they developed just such a watch. Who 
exactly came up with the name Navitimer isn’t 
known, and it doesn’t really matter. 
It was a simple name that perfectly 
summed up what the watch was 
capable of. 

The Navitimer has a circular slide 
rule located on the rotating bezel. A 
pilot can quickly and efficiently use 
this to handle all the calculations they 
need to make when planning a flight. 
The checks are airspeed, rate/time of 
climb/descent, flight time, distance, 
fuel consumption functions, plus 
kilometre-nautical mile and gallon-litre 
fuel conversion functions. 

 The new Breitling Navitimer, with 
reference number 806, was debuted 
to the public in 1954. The AOPA 
immediately adopted the watch as 
its official timepiece. This first-class 
endorsement, coupled with the watch’s 
perfect functionality, quickly made the 
Navitimer an all-time favourite of pilots 
around the world.

 The initial Navitimer 806 carried the Valjoux 
72 movement. But just over a year into production, 
and the Valjoux 72 was changed for the Venus 178. 
Some Navitimers produced in the later 1960s had the 
Valjoux 7736 movement, and it’s believed this took 
place due to shortages of the Venus 178 movement. 

Today, committed collectors want one of each 
movement type. 

As if to satisfy the demands of later collectors, 
the Navitimer came with various dial versions. The 
earliest were all black, produced both with and 
without the AOPA winged logo (both signed and 
unsigned versions). Later dials of this era were signed 
with the Breitling twin jets imprint, and some had 
‘Geneve’ and ‘Navitimer’ imprints. Silvery white 
sub-dials first appeared in 1963. 

Breitling’s logo — stylized twin jets flying in close 
formation — first appeared in 1964. The AOPA logo 
disappeared from most models of the Navitimer in 
1965 while remaining on AOPA-exclusive Navitimers 
until 1969. 

As the 1970s loomed, new large-cased versions 
of the original Navitimer 806 were brought to 
market. But, that is, as they say, another story.

T oday, a vintage watch can take 
on a cult status, based on the 
famous people who have worn 

that watch or films it may have been used in. And 
that is precisely the case with the Breitling Navitimer 
806, which saw itself being used as early product 
placement in the 1965 James Bond film Thunderball. 
But more of that later.

 The Navitimer 806 was also famously worn 
by the 1960s’ racing legend Graham Hill. And for 
Jensen owners, it gets even better, as we can admire 
the watch on the wrist of Graham Hill, sitting in the 
driving seat of a Jensen FF. 

We have Jensen Motors’ photographer, Michael 
Cooper, to thank for that. Not only did he photograph 
Graham Hill in the driving seat, but being a keen 
classic watch owner himself, he made sure Hill’s 
Navitimer was angled just right for the photo. 

Graham Hill and Michael Cooper were old 
buddies. In fact, Cooper was buddies with many 
of the racing drivers of the time, including Jackie 
Stewart. As with most racing drivers, Cooper had 
built up a friendship with Hill during the multitude 
of racing events that 
he’d attended. Cooper 
was well respected 
for his motor racing 
photography and his 
enthusiasm and tenacity 
for taking distinctive and 
interesting images. A 
well-known photograph 
exists, of Graham Hill 
coming out of a bend at 
speed, with one hand in 
the air waving hello to 
photographer Cooper.

 But it wasn’t a hello wave - it was a ‘Get the f**k 
out of the way’ wave to Cooper, who in the excitement 
to get the ultimate shot, had crept too far onto the race 
track. Later, after the race, when Cooper met up with 
Hill, he was given a pasting for his misdemeanour - 
but it was short-lived, and they ended up having a 
good laugh about Cooper’s antics. 

On one occasion during the late 1960s, Hill 
handed Cooper a gift. Opening the beautifully 
packaged box revealed a Breitling Navitimer 806; the 
same watch Hill wore. It was a present to Cooper to 
celebrate 10 years of motor racing photography. 

 But what about the James Bond film, Thunderball? 
In the movie, the Navitimer 806 is worn by Captain 
Derval, a NATO pilot. He is killed by Angelo, a 
SPECTRE henchman surgically altered to match 
Derval’s appearance. Angelo straps on Derval’s 
Navitimer to complete his outfit. He then takes 
Derval’s place on a NATO flight carrying nuclear 
warheads, sabotaging the plane and sinking it near 
the Bahamas. Angelo is then killed by Emilio Largo 
(SPECTRE’s Number 2) for trying to extort more 
money than offered to him. 

When James Bond 
(Sean Connery) finds 
the plane, he takes the 
Navitimer from Angelo’s 
dead body. Bond later 
gives the Navitimer, 
along with Derval’s ID 
tag, to his sister Domino 
to prove Derval has 
been killed by Largo. 
Domino puts the watch 
and ID tag in her bag, 
and that’s the last we see 
of it in the film. 

The Story of the 
Breitling 806 
Navitimer

ULRIC WOODHAMS
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International Weekend 2021
BY STUART ALLAN

This year’s International Weekend will be at the 
Alexandra House, Wroughton, Swindon, Wiltshire 
on 10-12 September 2021. This is the same hotel at 
which we had a very successful International a few 
years ago but has now been sold to new operators 
and has been recommended to us by other car clubs. 
As you might expect from a development on a former 
RAF base, the car park is extensive and flat!

The hotel has a Health Spa and pool use of which is 
included in our package, as is the hotel WiFi. 

After the success of last year’s virtual Annual General 
Meeting (AGM) the committee has decided to adopt 
the same format this year meaning the weekend is 
free from this item of “business”. We are anticipating 
planned drives and optional attendance at some 
events; at the time of writing it is not possible to 
be specific but we will announce our plans on the 
website and in the magazine when we are more sure 
of what we will be allowed to do.

The ever popular Concours competition will take 
place on Sunday in real life after last year’s virtual 
event, organised by our Concours secretary David 
Pearce, please see separate article. We will again be 
having Bench Marking, allowing experienced owners 
of your model to provide helpful comments and hints 
on your model. 

The club provides valuations for members, a limited 
number of appointments will be available at the 
weekend (eliminating unnecessary travel). It is of 
course essential to book appointments for both 
Bench Marking and valuations.

Again we will be offering this as a package (room for 
Friday and Saturday nights, breakfast in Saturday and 
Sunday, dinner on Friday, Dinner Dance on Saturday, 
lunch on Sunday) a booking form is enclosed. You 
may however find it more convenient to use the 
online booking system through the club website 
which will also facilitate online payment.
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From Rusty Wrecks To Concours Cars

• Complete nut and bolt restoration 

• Engine rebuilds

• Engine bay restoration 

• Braking system overhaul

• Steering and suspension rebuilds

• Competitive rates with no VAT

• Fully insured


Contact Dave to discuss your project


Tel: 07930 923407

Email: dave@oilyragclassics.co.uk


View our current and past projects at

www.oilyragclassics.co.uk 

Oily Rag Classics 
Jensen Restoration Specialists

SPH Traction
Specialist Covered Transport

SPH Traction was founded in 2000 by Simon Holloway, 
operating in UK and Europe we deliver loads of up to 
44 tonnes, expanded and driven by repeat custom. 

We are now offering a fully covered prestigious vehicle 
movement service, having served over 25 years operating 
articulated vehicles gives the assurance that your precious 
cargo is in safe hands. Owning several classic vehicles 
including Jensens, (being a JOC member since 1996), 

we know how important that is. 

Choose from point A to Point B, or a complete Package, 
collection, vacuum sealed short-term storage, then delivery at 

a later date, we can accommodate your requirements.
1- 6 cars catered for.

We offer: Free no obligation quotation • An effi cient, friendly 
and professional service with progress updates • A full walk 
round video prior to loading, and again following unloading.
• Fully insured up to and if necessary, beyond £150,000.00.

Contact: mobile 07909 875599
email: sphtraction@hotmail.co.uk

SPH-quarter page.indd   1 11/12/2020   12:21

Restoration

Race Prep

Servicing

Sales

Storage

Be part of the Marsh family story & its unique place in British Motorsport history

With 50 years of experience, Chris Marsh can solve 
any problem on any marque.

Purpose built workshop on site at home 10 mins 
from M4 J17.

Can potentially collect.

Enquiries to chris@chrismarshclassics.com or see 
www.chrismarshclassics.com



Jensen Owners’ Club AGM 
CHRIS REED, GENERAL SECRETARY

19th June 2021 at 10.30am
Dear JOC Member,
Traditionally the Jensen Owners’ Club Annual 
General Meeting has been held on the Saturday 
morning of the club’s International meeting. This 
year, the ongoing coronavirus pandemic has again 
disrupted the plans for the International meeting 
which has now been postponed to September.

Following the success of the online committee 
meeting in 2020 the committee has decided to hold 
the 2021 AGM again as an entirely online event via 
Webinar which will allow us to hold the AGM at the 
traditional point in the year. Webinar is a “presenter/
audience” type of online tool that will allow more 
than 100 people to join the meeting. 

Meeting participants will be able to see the 
presenter and will be able to ask questions but will 
not be “on screen” themselves. We will also again 
use the Vevox app as a polling tool to enable the 
necessary voting to take place interactively. Vevox 

runs as a separate app to Webinar and can be run 
from a smartphone.

In view of this format for the AGM it would be very 
helpful that if you have any questions, propositions 
or resolutions you could please send them via email 
in advance of the meeting to the General Secretary at 
gs@joc.org.uk and we will try to make sure they get 
answered. This year we are also inviting nominations 
for the position of Club Chair and enclosed with this 
magazine issue are nomination papers which can be 
completed and posted to the General Secretary or 
scanned and emailed. 

Full details of how to login to the Webinar and 
also the Vevox polling tool will be sent out via 
email a few days before the meeting so please make 
sure you watch out for the email from the General 
Secretary and that your email details with the club 
are up to date.

I and the rest of the committee look forward to 
welcoming you to this format of meeting.

AGENDA for the 2021 Annual General Meeting 19th June 2021 at 10.30am.  
Online Virtual meeting via Webinar and Vevox.
1. Apologies for absence.
2. Adoption of the minutes of the 2020 AGM.
3. Adoption of the Chairman’s Report for the preceding year.
4. Treasurer’s Report and adoption of the accounts for the year ending Dec 31st 2020.
5. Election of Officers, Committee and Auditors for the next year.
6. Answers to any questions submitted to the General Secretary.
7. Decide upon any Resolutions or propositions that have been duly submitted.
8. Awards.
9. Any other Business (by leave of the Chairman).
10. Close of meeting

Nominations required for the position of  
Chairperson for the Jensen Owners’ Club
The current Chairman took up the position in 2017. In accordance with the Club rules, the role of Chairperson 
lasts for a 5-year period. Consequently, the current incumbent will be stepping down in 2022. 

Thus, nominations are sought for the position of Chairperson to assume the role of Vice-Chairperson at this 
year’s Annual General Meeting to work with the current Chairperson for a hand over period until assuming 
the role at the AGM in 2022. Persons who may with to be considered for the role will, in accordance with 
Club rules, require a fellow Club member to nominate and be seconded by a further Club member. Such 
nominations and seconding should be submitted in writing (email communication is acceptable) to the General 
Secretary by 31st May 2021 at the latest. In the event of a number of nominations being received, a vote will 
take place at this year’s AGM.

Further details for this year’s AGM will be available shortly but it will follow the same arrangements as last 
year and be undertaken as an on line event.
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River Bourne Classics is a 
new and exciting classic 
car company started by 
Jason Lawrence. He is a very 
well-known and respected 
Jensen car expert. 
River Bourne Classics specialises in 
high quality bodywork, restoration, 
paint work and interior trim work.

We can now off er O/E, rare or 
reconditioned Jensen parts with 
our unique knowledge. Get the 
right part fi rst time.

We pride ourselves on a friendly and 
knowledgeable service with excellent 
customer care.

Jason Lawrence has 35 years’ experience 
working with Classic cars and in particular 
Jensens. He also has an extensive knowledge 
of restoring a very wide variety of cars from 
all Jensen models, Austin Healeys, Triumph 
Stags, Jaguars and MGs to name but a few.  
His wife Alison has been a Jensen owner for 
29 years and is very proud of her Jensen GT.

We are also delighted to have as part of the 
team at River Bourne Classics, Nick Clark who 
has many years’ experience of all types of 
classic cars.

Unit 1, Williams Garage
Otterbourne, Winchester, 
SO21 2EE

  @riverbourneclassics

01962 418141
Jason@riverbourneclassics.co.uk

WE ARE ALL PASSIONATE ABOUT CLASSIC CARS 

WWW.RIVERBOURNECLASSICS.CO.UK



INTERNATIONAL AREA CONTACTS
CANADA:   
Ontario  – DAVID RODGER ( +1 905 889 1882
Victoria – ROWLAND ATKINS ( 250 744 4241 * victoriabc@joc.org.uk

USA:  
Los Angeles – ERIC SCHWARTZ  ( +1 250 744 4241 + la@joc.org.uk

California – BOB ADAMS ( +1 858 487 637 * califorina@joc.org.uk
Eastern USA – BOB LASATER * bob@lasatersumpter.com

EUROPE:   
Germany – JENS JANSEN ( 0049 172 8568 468 * deutschland@joc.org.uk
France – NIGEL PICKFORD ( 0033 682 591 479 * france@joc.org.uk
Switzerland – FELIX KISTLER ( 0041 79 736 06 41 * office@jcc.ch
Norway – OLE JON TVELTO ( 047 9300 4093 * post@jensencars.org
Denmark – POUL – 0045 3391 8913 * jensenpj@takko.dk 
East and Poland  – SZYMON (SIMON) RAJWA ( 0048 601 255 629

AUSTRALIA:  – TONY COPE ( +61 448 400 160 * australia@joc.org.uk

VACANT
CUMBRIA • WESSEX • NORTHANTS • YORKSHIRE • THREE COUNTIES
if interested contact Areas Coordinator for details

North West
DAVID MANOCK 
( 07506 001431
* northwest@joc.org.uk

Cheshire
ADRIAN HOWELLS  
( 01270 664609  
* cheshire@joc.org.uk

Warwicks, Worcs., & W. Mids
STEVE ZACAROLI (ZAC) 
( 01905 610908 
* 3w@joc.org.uk

South Bucks & Oxon
SHAUN WINFIELD 
( 07969 129382
* OXON@JOC.ORG.UK

South West
JOHN PYM 
(	07831 777665 
* southwest@joc.org.uk

Southern
PHIL FISH  / EDWARD BROWN
( 07952 942048 
( 07976 282667
* southern@joc.org.uk

Scotland
RICHARD GIBSON
( 01463 794402  
* scotland@joc.org.uk

South Wales
RICHARD STREETER 
( 07717 674670 
* southwales@joc.org.uk

N. London, N. West & Central
CHRIS GALE 
( 07746 381506 
* northlondon@joc.org.uk

London West & Thames Valley
DAVID & JAN DEVINE 
( 0208 8452765 
* wl-tv@joc.org.uk

London S. Thames & Surrey
STEVE HODDER 
( 07970 973672 
* surrey@joc.org.uk

South Downs (W & E Sussex)
DAVID WRIGHT 
( 01903 746101 
*	southdowns@joc.org.uk

Essex
DAVE BARNETT
( 01708 456439 
* essex@joc.org.uk

Suffolk/ Norfolk/E Anglia
PETER & LYNDA HEYWOOD
( 07434 524972
* eastanglia@joc.org.uk

Kent & S.E. London
TIM CLARK
( 01322 333484
* kent@joc.org.uk

Ireland
GERRY FITZSIMONS
( 00 353 86 2557889 
* Ireland@joc.org.uk

Linc & Notts
PAUL HOGAN
* Lincs@joc.org.uk

Areas coordinator
VACANT
* areas@joc.org.uk

AREA REPRESENTATIVES SCOTLAND
BY RICHARD GIBSON 

W ell, here we are, 
approaching mid-April 
and still in lock-down 

stage 4, in Scotland. This means, as 
I write, we are supposed to stay at 

home and not go out travelling, even in a Jensen, 
unless it is for work.

I have therefore had to do a fair amount of 
walking, wearing my Jensen jacket, of course. I must 
admit to losing three stone in weight since last year. 
Consequently, though, my Interceptor has only done 
about 25 miles so far this year (last year, it managed 
about 250 miles).  

Last week the Jensen was driven down to my 
local garage of preference to have an MOT carried 
out, which it passed with no advisories. I like to 
keep up the MOT test even though it is not a legal 
requirement.

While it was in the garage, I decided to have a 
new Hi-Torque ‘Wasp’ starter motor fitted, as on the 
old original unit, the Bendix was sticking on start-
up. I also renewed the leaky oil transfer pipes for 
the remote oil filter. This should make the underside 
less messy but possibly more prone to corrosion. I 
decided to have the garage fit these items as it was 
too cold to do it in my PVC tent garage at home.  

These days I cannot seem to get far enough under 
the car to reach the necessary fittings. Also, I have 
no pit or ramp, and I am not too keen on using axle 
stands for such a heavy car. I am also getting too 
old and creaky to crawl about under the car on cold 
concrete. Anyway, the items are now fitted, and the 
car is better for it. 

Area-wise, very little has happened in the 
automotive world in Scotland due to lock-down. 
More and more events are still being shut down 
for this year, so far even up to September when the 
annual Grantown Motor Mania event has just been 
announced as cancelled. 

This is a real shame as it is a prestigious event 
where the town of Grantown-on-Spey is closed to 
through traffic for the day, and cars older than 20 
years are displayed throughout the town. We usually 
have an attendance of 400 classic vehicles. 

Thus, so far, nothing is yet occurring in Scotland, 
no runs, no ‘cars and coffee’ meets, no rallies; it is 
very tedious. 

Hopefully, things will ease up a bit towards the 
end of the month when, in theory, from April 26th, 
we can travel outside of our local county area, 
possibly even go abroad to England. Here’s hoping. 

Keep well, everyone. 

SOUTH DOWNS
BY DAVID WRIGHT 

D own south in Sussex, it 
may seem that we’ve had 
an easier ride than some 

through this Coronavirus disaster, 
but it has affected all areas of 

members’ lives. I am very aware of the dangers of 
solitude and isolation that can impact those living 
on their own when a virus challenges all daily 
activities that we hold dear. 

However, amongst all this, there is light. One of 
our most active members, Alex, has collected his 
Interceptor from the paint shop over the last few 
months, got on with replacing a faulty manifold, 
and is now working on the master cylinder. We 
are all hopeful that we will see the fruits of his l 
abours soon. 

The proud Alex alongside his beloved car

Mike has also seen his Interceptor return in fine 
fettle, with an almost complete respray and a very 
nut-and-bolt engine overhaul - it looks superb! 

My C-V8 and my MGA have continued to 
perform well, getting a run every two to three 
weeks, and obviously itching to get to some shows 
and meet other friends.

As an Area Rep, I’ve kept in touch with regularly 
monthly e-mails to all, and am pleased that many 
keep me posted on developments. So with Easter 
now just past, it is time to begin to compile the 
events. 

 As Drive It Day this year is during the restrictions, 
we plan to have a drive locally, with Childline 
Plaques flying, and at the time of writing nine drivers 
and partners have signed up.  

Our regular landlord and JOC member, Simon, 
is looking forward to a cautious first area meeting 
at the White Horse on Thursday 20th May, so ‘road 
map’ permitting, we should be there to begin our 
comeback. There will be so much to catch up on.

We’ve had confirmation that Cranleigh Lions will 
again be putting on their superb Classic Car Show 
so that the Coleman Shelter will be dusted down, 
and the reliable team for the erection thereof will be 
enlisted once again on the 1st August. 

I’ve been in touch with our local Industrial 
Heritage Museum at Amberley, and I am arranging 
space for up to six cars for a JOC display at its Classic 
Car Show on 18th July. Both Hampton Court and the 
50th Anniversary at Wroughton beckon after that, so 
let’s hope.

Mike’s comprehensive strip down 

Cranleigh JOC Stand 2019 
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BRAKES
541 · CV-8 · Interceptor · Healey
Professional remanufacturing service 

for all Jensen brake calipers
In house service, every caliper has full zinc plated finish, new caliper 
pistons, seals, bleedscrews and pad fittings. Rears are complete with 
reworked hand brake assemblies. All are fluid pressure tested and carry 
12 months warranty. Available off the shelf for exchange or your own 
units re-manufactured exclusively for you. Dunlop piston and cylinder 
assemblies also remanufactured using stainless steel inserts

Calipers
Prices are per single unit

541 Dunlop F £168

541 Dunlop R £185

541R/S/CV-8 F £168

541R/S/CV-8 R £185

Interceptor MKI F £168

Interceptor MKI R £185

Interceptor MKII/III F £74

Interceptor MKII/III R £185

Healey F £44

Piston/cylinder
Prices are per single assembly

541 early type F £72

541 early type R £72

541R/S/CV-8 F £72

541R/S/CV-8 R £72

Interceptor MKI F £72

Interceptor MKI R £72

Caliper seal kits
Prices are shown for axle set of seal

All Dunlop F £35

All Dunlop R £28

Interceptor MKII/III F £28

Interceptor MKII/III R £28

Healey sports F £16

Caliper pistons
Prices shown per single piston

Interceptor MKII/III small F £18

Interceptor MKII/III large F £18

Interceptor MKII/III small R £18

Interceptor MKII/III large R £18

Healey sports  F £14

Servo assemblies
Prices shown for reconditioned unit - Ex

541/CV-8 lockheed remote  £215

Interceptor girling direct   £200

Dunlop FF servo   £250

Healey servo   £135

Master cylinders
Reconditioned master cylinders - Dunlop 
cylinder single line as fitted to 541 and 
CV-8 to 1965, reconditioned with stainless 
steel sleeve, new seals etc   £155

Dunlop cylinder tandem as fitted to CV-8 
and Interceptor to 1968 reconditioned 
with stainless steel sleeve.   £155

Girling replacement cylinder to replace the 
original Dunlop tandem cylinder  £155

Interceptor MKI/II Girling 7/8”  £155

Interceptor MKIII Girling 1”   £155

Interceptor MKIII FAG   £125

Healey sports Girling original  £155

Master cylinder  
seal kits

CV-8/Interceptor MKI to 1968  £28

Interceptor MKII 7/8”   £22

Interceptor MKIII Girling 1”   £22

Healey sports   £22

Prices plus VAT and carriage

Mail order service - export

All major credit and debit cards 
accepted

CLASSICAR AUTOMOTIVE
Unit A · Alderley · Chelford · Cheshire · SK11 9AP

Telephone 01625 860910 · Fax 01625 860925

sales@classicbrake.co.uk

BRAKES
541 · CV-8 · Interceptor · Healey
Professional remanufacturing service 

for all Jensen brake calipers
In house service, every caliper has full zinc plated finish, new caliper 
pistons, seals, bleedscrews and pad fittings. Rears are complete with 
reworked hand brake assemblies. All are fluid pressure tested and carry 
12 months warranty. Available off the shelf for exchange or your own 
units re-manufactured exclusively for you. Dunlop piston and cylinder 
assemblies also remanufactured using stainless steel inserts

Calipers
Prices are per single unit

541 Dunlop F £168

541 Dunlop R £185

541R/S/CV-8 F £168

541R/S/CV-8 R £185

Interceptor MKI F £168

Interceptor MKI R £185

Interceptor MKII/III F £74

Interceptor MKII/III R £185

Healey F £44

Piston/cylinder
Prices are per single assembly

541 early type F £72

541 early type R £72

541R/S/CV-8 F £72

541R/S/CV-8 R £72

Interceptor MKI F £72

Interceptor MKI R £72

Caliper seal kits
Prices are shown for axle set of seal

All Dunlop F £35

All Dunlop R £28

Interceptor MKII/III F £28

Interceptor MKII/III R £28

Healey sports F £16

Caliper pistons
Prices shown per single piston

Interceptor MKII/III small F £18

Interceptor MKII/III large F £18

Interceptor MKII/III small R £18

Interceptor MKII/III large R £18

Healey sports  F £14

Servo assemblies
Prices shown for reconditioned unit - Ex

541/CV-8 lockheed remote  £215

Interceptor girling direct   £200

Dunlop FF servo   £250

Healey servo   £135

Master cylinders
Reconditioned master cylinders - Dunlop 
cylinder single line as fitted to 541 and 
CV-8 to 1965, reconditioned with stainless 
steel sleeve, new seals etc   £155

Dunlop cylinder tandem as fitted to CV-8 
and Interceptor to 1968 reconditioned 
with stainless steel sleeve.   £155

Girling replacement cylinder to replace the 
original Dunlop tandem cylinder  £155

Interceptor MKI/II Girling 7/8”  £155

Interceptor MKIII Girling 1”   £155

Interceptor MKIII FAG   £125

Healey sports Girling original  £155

Master cylinder  
seal kits

CV-8/Interceptor MKI to 1968  £28

Interceptor MKII 7/8”   £22

Interceptor MKIII Girling 1”   £22

Healey sports   £22

Prices plus VAT and carriage

Mail order service - export

All major credit and debit cards 
accepted

CLASSICAR AUTOMOTIVE
Unit A · Alderley · Chelford · Cheshire · SK11 9AP

Telephone 01625 860910 · Fax 01625 860925

sales@classicbrake.co.uk

YOU COULD 

ADVERTISE 

HERE
For more  

information  

contact Leah Watts 

editor@joc.org.uk

SOUTH WEST
JOHN PYM 

H i Everyone, I hope that 
after the strangest of years, 
2021 will at least see some 

return to normality. The first event I 
have arranged is an outdoor picnic 

at the scenic Roadford Lake (PL16 0RL), situated 
between Oakhampton & Launceston, close to the 
Devn/Cornwall border. 

The date is set for Sunday 30th May 2021 unless 
anything else changes (watch the forum for any 
updates). 

We will be there between 11 am to 4 pm. There 
is a large hard-standing car park with toilets and 
a café. Everyone and anyone is welcome but will 
need to bring their food, drink and suitable seating/
blankets etc. Bringing a Jensen is optional, but 
it would be great to see as many as possible. The 
lake is dog-friendly, so please bring along both your 
partner and best friend. 

One other event that will be restarting in May 
is the successful Haynes Museum Sunday Breakfast 
Club (BA22 7LH) on 9th May and 13th June. If you 
want tickets, please drop me a line. 

More events will appear in the magazine, online 
or via email once confirmed. 

Please contact me to be added to the South West 
Area email list.

REGISTRAR NEWS
ROB HEYDON 

JENSEN-HEALEY/GT REGISTRAR

Driving With The Top Down

I ’ve recently posted on the JOC 
forum details of an up-and-
coming event due to be held at 

the British Motor Museum, Gaydon, 
on Sunday 4th July 2021 that should interest all 
Jensen-Healey and Jensen GT owners. All car clubs 
with a Healey connection have been invited to 
attend the event; the last time that car clubs gathered 
for a similar Healey event was back in 1985, so it 
is well over-due. As more details become available 
I will update the forum and hopefully details will 
be published on the British Motor Museum website.  

Usually when a Jensen-Healey appears for sale at 
auction I get one or two enquiries at most, asking if 
I can provide further details. Not so with the recent 
sale of a five-speed MkII Jensen-Healey listed for sale 
at the SWVA auction at the end of March. I probably 
had a dozen enquiries from JOC members and 
non-members asking if I had any additional vehicle 
history. Unfortunately the vehicle in question was not 
known to the JOC so I couldn’t add to the limited 

information provided by the auction house. I thought 
the sale of the car would generate some interest as it 
had a very reasonable estimate of £3000 to £4000 
and had been part of a private car collection for 
several years. Looking at the photographs the car 
appeared to be in reasonable condition. It sold on 
the day for a healthy £8600.

I get asked from time to time how many Jensen-
Healeys and GTs are left on the road here in the UK. 
Interestingly the number is steadily increasing, not 
decreasing as you might expect. In 2020, at the end 
of the third quarter there were 243 Jensen-Healeys 
licensed and 183 on SORN certificates, a total of 426 
cars. In 2019, the same quarterly figure showed 228 
licensed cars and 190 SORN, a total of 418. In 2018 
the total number of cars was 404.

By comparison the numbers of Jensen GTs on 
the road appears to have remained fairly constant. 
In 2020, at the end of the third quarter there were 33 
licensed cars and 25 on SORN certificates, a total 
of 58 cars. In 2019 there were 32 licensed cars and 
26 SORN, again a total of 58 cars. In 2018 the total 
number was 57.

Nigel Pickford recently contacted me with 
details of Jensen-Healeys and GTs currently residing 
in France. There are now 17 Jensen-Healeys listed 
in France, not all of which are on the road. The 17 
known examples consist of 3 ex-UK cars and many 
ex-USA cars. During production of the Jensen-Healey 
just one car was built destined for the French market.

Restoration of my own Jensen-Healey has moved 
on a little over the last couple of months. The wiring 
loom is ready to fit. I’ve started assembling the pedal 
box and have fitted the majority of the brackets and 
clips to the bulkhead. New brake pipes and fuel 
pipe and hoses are on order. Once the fuel hose 
arrives I’ll install the fuel tank and complete all the 
pipe connections. I opted for SAE J30 R9 spec fuel 
hose. I would recommend that if you haven’t already 
upgraded the fuel hoses, you should do this as a 
matter of urgency. The ethanol in petrol has quite a 
destructive effect on many types of rubber found as 
original fit items in our cars, especially flexible rubber 
fuel hoses. R9 hose has become widely accepted as 
an all-round general replacement. 
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New Members
The people who have joined since the last issue of Jensen. We welcome you all to our club.

Membership Matters
Darren Barnes, Membership Secretary, Email: join@joc.org.uk or Tel: 07973 961640

MARK STAFFORD

 CAR: Jensen-Healey
 YEAR:  1975
COLOUR: Sage

I bought my 1975 MkII Jensen-Healey in 1994 or 
‘95 from a guy in Stoke Mandeville who used to run the 
Jensen Owners’ Club. After buying the car, it was featured 
in a classic car magazine detailing what to look for when 
purchasing a car to restore.

It was in 1996 or ‘97 when my budget restoration of 
around £4000 was complete, and the car was a good 
runner until 2007. Unfortunately, the global recession 
then hit us hard, and in 2015 I started to do a second 
restoration, which is near completion. I bought some 
brand new Dell’Orto 45 carburettors, and the engine has 
been fully restored by Doncaster Engine reconditioning 
services. I’ve had the bodywork repaired and resprayed 
by Fitzwilliam Classic Car Services.

Everything is back together, but I’ve still lots of little 
jobs to do, I’m hoping to get it out for a run by the end of 

 The latest news  on
 membership figures,
 the new owners and
 their cars

W ell, it’s been a long four months of 
chasing renewals and working/fighting 
with the new membership account 

system, but with the help of Raj, our IT officer, we 
are out of the other side with just a few stragglers 
left to pay. But for them, the grace period of three 
months is now over, and they will not be receiving 
this magazine or any future editions until their 
subscription is paid for 2021. 

Please take note that this historic grace period 
of three months and two magazines is now up 
for debate and will be reduced for 2022, I’m sure. 
Remember that everyone’s membership, no matter 
when you joined, is up for renewal from 1st January. 
This year I will be reminding you earlier than normal 
to allow for the reduced grace period.  The paid-
up membership at present stands at 1390 members 
for 2021, but when the stragglers get their wallets 
out, we should be up to 1420, which is far better 
than I ever expected, so well done, even though 
at times it’s been like getting blood from a stone. 
We still have a steady influx of new members, and 
Brexit certainly hasn’t reduced the number of our 
EU friends from joining the club, although the new 
customs declaration forms are a pain in the neck for 
membership and regalia sales. On the home front, 

the ‘Old Lass’ has now moved to Miles Classics in 
Huddersfield to anticipate the continued restoration 
from where Graham left off. The original Austin 
engine is currently undergoing a complete rebuild 
with too many new parts to list but should be as 
good as new on completion, with a detailed account 
of the works done and photos to follow. Because I 
intend to fit power steering to my 541, I’ll also be 
doing the same with the early Interceptor; the first 
thing required is a change from dynamo to alternator 
for the increased charge required my two Dynators 
have just arrived. The reduced pulley size increases 
the revs, which now means the tacho gearbox fitted 
to the rear of the dynamo’s will need recalibrating to 
keep an accurate reading of the engine’s RPM. 

 
New and re-joining members since my last report 
11068 N Brown  Aberdeen 
11070 M Grosjean  France 
11071 D Wakefield Somerset 
11072  W Villasenor United States 
11073 S Meylaerts  The Netherlands 
11074 S Glass  United States 
11075 A Hodgson  Denbighshire 
11076 M Brown  Essex 
11077 N Greenhouse Herefordshire 
11078 O Moen  Norway 
11079 L Sundvoll  Norway 
11080 D Hoar  Hertfordshire 
11081 P Wheeler  Hampshire 
11082 D Harrison  Derbyshire 
11083 W Leaper  Worcestershire 
11084 J Turdo  South Africa 
11085 A Moodie  West Yorkshire 
11086 H Timm  Germany 
11087 B Moran  Worcestershire 
11088  P Smith  Hertfordshire 
11089 M Stafford  West Yorkshire 
11090 J Howes  Austria 
11091 H Smith  Lancashire 
 *denotes a previously lapsed returning member. 

  
As always, the JOC extends a warm welcome to 

all new and returning members. 

May this year, but I’m very busy with other projects plus 
running my own business.

I am looking forward to meeting members as we ease 
out of lockdown.
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Concours Competition 2021
BY DAVE PEARCE

Unfortunately, we were unable to hold a traditional Concours last year but instead had a virtual Concours 
which was very popular. This year we are returning to traditional Concours at the JOC International, held at 
Alexandra House Wroughton in Wiltshire from 10th-12th September. The Concours judging will start at 10 am 
on Sunday with the winner’s presentation in the afternoon. You will find an entry form and rules enclosed in 
this magazine; this form should also be used if you wish for your car to be benchmarked or have a valuation.

Show ‘n’ Shine
If all that sounds like too much for you, don’t worry as all Jensen cars in the car park on Sunday will automatically 
be entered in the Show ‘N’ Shine competition. There will be prizes for the same six classes of cars as the 
Concours presented at the award ceremony. Our two mystery judges will carry out the judging for this, and 
you will not need to be with your car. Your car will be judged on its appearance, as it sits in its parking spot. 
The judges will not look under the bonnet, in the boot or crawl around on the floor. Although every Jensen is 
entered, you can still increase your chances of taking home a prize by making sure your car is looking its best.

Pictured: Strathcarron Cup Winner Virtual Concours 2021

Peter Best Insurance Services Ltd
Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Registration No. 307045 | Registered in England No. 2210270

classic car
insurance

ask us today about our classic car cover

Policy benefits may include:
• Free agreed valuations
• Free legal cover
• Roadside assistance and recovery within 

UK/EU
• Limited mileage options
• Multi-car cover discounts
• Club member discounts

or get a quote online by visiting:
www.peterbestinsurance.co.uk

01376 574000
call now for an instant quote

At Peter Best we have been arranging insurance 
for your classics for over 35 years so we know 
what is important to you. With access to the 

UK's leading insurance underwriters, we 
provide competitive insurance solutions tailored 

around you and your vehicles. 

Approved
Insurance Provider 
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WHERE QUALITY
COSTS LESS 656565656565SUPERSTORES 

NATIONWIDE

Calls to the catalogue request number cost 7p per minute plus your telephone company’s network access charge. Calls may be monitored. 
All prices correct at time of going to press. We reserve the right to change products and prices. All products subject to availability, E&OE.

ONLINE
machinemart.co.uk

TELESALES
0115 956 5555

IN-STORE
SUPERSTORES NATIONWIDE

3 EASY WAYS TO BUY

FREE
508 PAGE
CATALOGUE 
0UT NOW!
CALL
0844 880 1265

FREE
508 PAGE
CATALOGUE

0844 880 1265

  Extra tough triple 
layer weatherproof 
cover   Heavy 
duty powder 
coated steel tubing 
 Ratchet 

tight tensioning

ZIP CLOSE DOOR

MODEL SIZE (LxWxH) EXC.VAT INC.VAT
CIG81015 4.5 x 3 x 2.4M £229.00 £274.80
CIG81020 6.1 x 3 x 2.4M £279.00 £334.80 
CIG81216 4.8 x 3.7 x 2.5M £279.00 £334.80
CIG81220 6.1 x 3.7 x 2.5M  £349.00 £418.80
CIG81224 7.3 x 3.7 x 2.5M £419.00 £502.80

LENGTH 
UP TO 24'

IDEAL 
ALL-WEATHER 
PROTECTION

BRIGHT WHITE 
INTERIOR

HEADER

FOOTER

EXC.VAT
£274.80

INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£229.00

GARAGES/WORKSHOPS

TOOL 
CHESTS/
CABINETS

ALUMINIUM 
RACING JACKS

HEADER

FOOTER

EXC.VAT
£155.98

INC.VAT

CBB209B
£129.98

HEADER

FOOTER

EXC.VAT
£299.98

INC.VAT

CBB217B
£249.98

HEADER

FOOTER

EXC.VAT
£113.99

INC.VAT

£94.99
FROM ONLY

TURBO AIR 
COMPRESSORS

• 14.5cfm
• 3HP
• 50 litre

MIG WELDERSMIG WELDERS

HEADER

FOOTER

EXC.VAT
£149.99

INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£124.99GAS, TIPS, 

SHROUDS 
& WIRE IN 

STOCK

HIGH VELOCITY 
FANS

PRESSURE 
WASHERS

MODEL TYPE EXC.VAT INC.VAT
CBB209B 9dr chest £129.98 £155.98
CBB217B 7dr cabinet £249.98 £299.98 
CBB205B 5dr chest £109.98 £131.98
CBB203B 3dr step up £72.99 £87.59

OVER 
50  

MODELS 
IN THE 
RANGE

 13  
MODELS IN 
THE RANGE

 30  
MODELS 
IN THE 
RANGE

 3  
MODELS 
IN THE 
RANGE

OVER 
80  

MODELS 
IN THE 
RANGE

LOW 
ENTRY 
ONLY 
85MM

NEW

HEADER

FOOTER

EXC.VAT
£44.39

INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£36.99

 14  
MODELS 
IN THE 
RANGE

ELECTRIC 
& PETROL 
MODELS

HEADER

FOOTER

EXC.VAT
£71.98

INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£59.98

Produces sine 
wave & stable 
power, essential for 
computers & 
sensitive equipment

HEADER

FOOTER

EXC.VAT
£215.98

INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£179.98

INVERTER 
GENERATORS

1100W

 5  
MODELS 
IN THE 
RANGE

MODEL 
SHOWN 
IG1200B

MODEL 
SHOWN 
16/550MODEL 

SHOWN 
135TE

MODEL 
SHOWN 
CTJ1250AB

HEADER

FOOTER

EXC.VAT
£107.98

INC.VAT

£89.98
FROM ONLY

SIZES UP 
TO 36"

Dear Editor
I hope you are well. I just wanted to say how good 
the latest magazine looks, well done and thank you 
for all the hard work and effort you put in. It is much 
appreciated.

Gary White

Dear Editor
One of my earliest memory was of a metallic blue 
Jensen driven by David Jacobs, a major celebrity 
of the era while visiting my family. Although I was 
very young, that image stuck in my mind, and one 
of my life goals to one day own one and recreate 
the picture.  Funnily there was a couple of pictures 
taken, and have just been found recently by my 
parents. To my surprise, it was a C-V8 and not an 
Interceptor at all. How weird the human memory 
works, I would have bet my shirt on the fact that it 
was an Interceptor. I was a bit worried about sharing 
the picture publicly, but it was a long time ago, and 

you may be able to add this fine chap to the list of 
celebrity owners. Also, you may be able to tell me 
which colour blue it might be. 

 In the picture of my family and David Jacobs, the 
1960s’ radio DJ and TV host, I am the kid on the end.

 Paul Gulliver

LETTERS
to the Editor
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W W W .F O S S E W A Y P E R F O R M A N C E . C O . U K  

High Performance Jensen Brake Kits 

Classic Car Batteries 

High Output Alternators 

Dynator Conversions 

High Torque Starter Motors 

01386 426 249 
Blockley | Glos. | England 

Engineered in the Heart of England 

The following members have volunteered to try and solve 
any problems that you may have with your Jensen. Do 
take advantage of this service but remember to call at a 
reasonable time of day. You can of course, write to them if 
the problem is not urgent.

Jensen Interceptor
Alan Smith .....................................................01380 726876

Tony Davies ...................................................01270 761444

Jensen FF
Dave Barnett .................................................01708 456439

................................................................. essex@joc.org.uk

Jensen C-V8
Chris Walton .................................................0121 3547441

Jensen 541
David & Jane Turnage ....................................01206 273140

............................................................... 541reg@joc.org.uk

Ron Smith ......................................................01283 760535 

Jensen-Healey
Martin Shirley ................................................07973 121586

............................................... martin.shirley@hotmail.co.uk

JOC Technical Advisors

16 – 18 July
Waddesdon Manor, Buckinghamshire

BE PART OF THE STORY
Auto Royale isn’t what you expect. It’s more. 

Share in the stories of the finest cars in the World  
at Britain’s newest and most contemporary classic Concours d’Elegance.

Auto Royale. It’s old cool, not old school.
Auto Royale is proud to partner with:
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Disclaimer
The ideas and opinions 
expressed in this publication 
are purely those of the 
contributors and should 
not be construed as the 
policies of the Editor, the 
Committee, or the Club. 
Whilst every care is taken 
to ensure the information 
in this publication is 
correct, no liability can be 
accepted by the authors of 
the Jensen Owners’ Club 
magazine for loss, damage 
or injury caused by errors 
in, or omissions from, the 
information given.

Publication
The Jensen Owners’ Club 
magazine is published bi-
monthly on the 1st of each 
month starting in January. 
The submissions deadline 
for the June/July issue 
#278 is 1st June 21 and 
these must be sent to the 
Editor only. Articles for the 
magazine are welcomed for 
publication by the Editor, 
together with electronic 
copies of photos which are 
preferred to maintain the 
highest printing quality. 
The Club endeavours 
to take good care of all 
material submitted, but 
cannot be held responsible 
for loss or damage, nor 
can it guarantee a specific 
publication date. Advertising 
is accepted on the basis 
that there is no guarantee 
of a specific publication 
date and that the Club 
has the right to refuse or 
withdraw advertisements 
at its discretion, nor does it 
accept liability for clerical 
or printer’s errors although 
every care is taken to avoid 
mistakes.

Digital copies
Digital copies of the 
magazines are available 
to view online in the 
members’ section of the 
website. To get access 
to this please contact the 
club’s IT Officer, Mrs Raj 
Mangroo – IT@joc.org.uk  
– please note that these 
electronic magazines are 
restricted to Jensen Owners’ 
Club members only.

How to submit articles
If you would like to contribute to the magazines here are the guidelines for how 
articles and images should be sent to the editor.

Please submit your article on time: 
• Please create your article in a word file
• Save the file with the name of the author 
• Please state in the article where you would like your images to be placed
• Please create a list of all the images to include in the article at the bottom of 

the article
• Digital photos would benefit from being taken at the highest mega pixel 

resolution supported and sent via WeTransfer to editor@joc.org.uk 
• All photos should be saved with the caption you want published within the 

magazine e.g. Image 1 – My car at the show

Please send your article to the editor via the Jensen Owners’ Club website:  
www.joc.org.uk > Select ‘The Club’ option > Select ‘Magazine’ > Select ‘Magazine 
Contribution/Feedback’ > Select Contribute.

CLASSIFIEDS
PARTS FOR SALE 
K&D Jensen  provides a wide range of quality new and used Interceptor 
parts with worldwide shipping daily. We are also home to many unique 
upgrade and hardware kits.  Visit our website www.interceptor.org or give 
us a call 425 788-0507 (Eastern time in the U.S) We look forward to hearing 
from you.

CARS FOR SALE 
Jensen FF MkII
Year:  1971 
Colour:  Anthracite Green 
Current mileage:  103,000 
Location of the car:  East Sussex 
Engine:  6276cc 
Manual/Automatic:  Automatic 
Price:  £153,000 
Previous owners:  Two
Email address: geoff@gtfox.co.uk 

GROUP

www.martinrobey.com   |   info@martinrobey.co.uk   |   +44(0) 2476 386 903

Join our mailing list to keep up to date with all the latest parts and offers. 

GEAR KNOB C/W PUSH 
BUTTON & SPRING

£119.33 Ex. VAT 2660357

CONNECTION HOSE 1/2
£11.85 Ex. VAT

CT1125

HUB CAP CV8 
EMBLEM

£32.13 Ex. VAT 23238

PULLEY PAS 
ALUMINIUM

£91.79 Ex. VAT 3698826

FUEL TANK HEALEY 
ALUMINIUM

£457.88 Ex. VAT 97508

RADIATOR ASSEMBLY 
HEALEY ALUMINIUM

£319.13 Ex. VAT 90554AL

TANK SENDER 
UNIT

£59.66 Ex. VAT 91169

DOOR HANDLE 
GASKET KIT

£11.05 Ex. VAT 90350K

  Modern Design
  Privilege Discount Pricing
  Trade Discount Pricing
  More Vehicles Available
  More Illustrations
  Responsive Web Deisgn

Visit our new website...

Classic Parts Specialist for 
Jaguar and Jensen Cars
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